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OT so many years ago Rycroft | 
Was non-eistent. There was 
only some tush country not far | 


fact, the 
are a firm foundation for 


of the district and a 
Butent terminal te show its im- 
portance. As an evidence of its per- 


manency in the latter regard, a large 


country. Social life is important in 
a new country and the residents of 


no 
district could be 
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M. P. Joberty 
GENERAL STORE 


Agent for 
International Farm Machinery 
Maple Leaf Flour, Groceries and Dry Goods 
Imperia! Oil Gas, Oils and Greases 
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Rycroft Grain Buyers 


BACK THE MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY 
PROJECT 


A. B. GRIMM 
Northern Elevator Company 
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Alberta Pool Elevator 
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United Grain Growers 
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General Trades Store 
GEORGE DIDOW, Proprietor 
Rycroft, Alberta 
GROCERIES AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES 


Agent for Singer Sewing Machines and Renfrew Stoves 
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Rycroft Hardware 
JOHN ONYSKO, Proprietor 


Harness, Crockery, Paints and Beach Stoves | 
Agent for DeLaval Cream Separators 
We Handle Everything For the Farm - Try Us 
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Silverwood Cash Store 


GROCERIES AND GENERAL 
MERCHANDISE 


Agent for Cockshutt Farm Implements 
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it would ever 


up 


“We'll Build 
Our Own 
Road” 


So they won't give us an outlet to 
the sea! Very weil, we'll build our 
own, said Peace River's pioneers--- 
and got at it! 


— ee ae 


By Gertrude Charters 


repairing the “King’s | struction to Fort George, Prince|a way to construct the road in six 
Highway” near Hansard, B.C., George, ith the definite to) 
on the afternoon of August 17, connect wi Alberta road at the) On September 24, 1937, at a Board 


|mame was Alexander and 
| at last his pass was coming into its 
| own. 

“Well, for Heaven's sake!” said the 
imen. “What next will the Peace 
| River country do?” 


little flour during the previous three | 


days—they told their story. They 


wer2 the vanguard of an army of | 
_ peace, from the country of the Peace, 


handful of determined pioneers to 


These bonds were guaranteed by the 
province of Alberta and actual cori- 
struction was hegun in 1913. At the 

the Pacific and Great 
Railway was under con- 
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| In 1919, due to the 
| privately 
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failure 
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ways. 
In 1929 the various are whose 
ownership weighed so hea on the 
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RYCROFT 
MOTORS 


STAN MAZUR and G. LISTHAEGHE (Smitty) 
Proprietors 


We are agents for 


CHRYSLER PRODUCTS 
and 
J. 1. CASE 77 LINES OF FARM MACHINERY 


WELDING AND MACHINING 
CAR REPAIRING AND SERVICING 


24-Hour Service 
JUST LOOK FOR THE B-A SIGN 


Rycroft 


TANNERY 


CUSTOM TANNING 
OF LEATHER AND 
ROBES 
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Prices Reasonable 
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RY CROFT | 
CO-OPERATIVE 


ASSOCIATION, LIMITED 


Handling All Classes of Merchandise 


GROCERIES 

HARDWARE 

DRY GOODS 
BOOTS AND SHOES 


Patronize the Rycroft Co-operative Association 
and share in the profits 
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MANAGER 
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SERVICE 
GARAGE 


D. M. WATT, Proprietor 
RYCROFT 


Chevrolet 
SALES and SERVICE 


IMPERIAL GAS, OILS AND GREASES 
VICTOR RADIOS 


Garage In Charge of Skilled and Efficient Mechanics 


MCNKMAN ~~ SPECIAL EDITION 


THE NORTHERN TRIBUNE 


Three Ejighteen-year-old Boys Have the Time 


of [heir Lives In the Monkman Pass 


Last summer three Grande Prairie High School boys—Clarence (“Red”) 
Anderson, Bob (“Kelly”) Wright and Pete Eagar—did something most boys 
long to do: they went adventuring into the wilds. Not one of them is a 
millionaire, nor even the son of a millionaire, so they employed neither 
guide nor camp cook and did their own outfitting; but no party of plutocrat 


hunters ever had a better time. 
own way, as follows: 


ans . 

which of you have never felt the 
thrill of adventure? Can you imagine 
the thrill that swept through us, 
three eighteen-year-old high a onge 
boys, at the thought of 
trip all by ourselves into the heart 
of the Rockies? 

We had always been interested 
hearers when any guide or hunter 
related his paventurs in the wilds, 
and it was our ambition to some day 


most pope 
Kew as he ca Bo Pe came charging out of his 


ae had -enogg heard of caribou 
steak and moose liver smothered in 
onions. 


During the winter a great deal of 


comqaianing for the building of the, 
Monkman Highway was done 


y the stories 
7 nis adven- | 


caribou, moose, deer and on | 


abundance; of mondindel a peaks 
rising high above the clear aetnte | 
mountain lak: and 


of three kinds as well as grayling. 

It was then that we decided we 
would make a trip through the 
Monkman Pass if possible and see 


this wonderful country before the on of 


highway was put through. 
After Christmas we began collect- 
ing all the information we could in 


regard to horses 
and guns from all the trap 
guides and hunters with whom we 


id pack/ Lake 
old eg 
pack horses, so it was decided that' 
we should have a saddle horse be- 


We then pu-chased our supplies 
which were to last for one month | 
and took them to Russ Walker’s, 


“WE'LL 


However, let them tell about it in their 


farm in Halcourt, which was our 
starting point. We then borrowed 
pack saddles and on July 5 took 
three of our horses to Russ Walker’s 
and after a day of checking over 
es and fixing panniers we were 
to start for the Monkman Pass 
on July 7, uipped with two rifles, 
a .22, lots of equipment, three 
Pack horses and saddle horse, and 
supplies for a month. 

e travelled an uneventful forty 
miles and reached Little Prairie, 
where the Monkman Pass Highway 
crew were camped, and the next day 
moved with them to Kruger’s Flats, 
de the ga of Stony Creek and 

Willow River. We had 
= through very sparsely settled 
covered with small poplars 

Tea no difficulty in reaching 
ae Flats. Here we stopped for 
half a day and after supper played 
softhall with the road crew. We 
knew many of the men working on 
the road and had a very good time. 

The next morning we set out for 
Stony Lake, of which we had heard 
so much. We were forced to camp 
before rea the lake because of 
trees that had been 
| blown over the pack trail. We had 
travelled through green jackpine and 
had shot our first game with the 
-22—three willow grouse. We were 
camped at the foot of Lone Moun- 


| tain. We climbed to the top after 


supper and our efforts were re- 
warded 4 the sight of a bull moose 
in the valley below. 
After leaving Lone Mountain we 
thro’ pine forest for a 
ies and then emerged 
into a section of the country which 
had been swept by fire some years 
before. Here we saw tracks of 
moose, deer and bear, and saw the 
fresh tracks of a large 
followed the ck for 
three miles. e were in the foot- 
hills and just as the sun was 
into the snowclad 


sno thee in the water reminded 
ree e Fay we had seen of 
beautiful little 
ey paellted in te the pass, received 
its name fram the Stony Indians, 
who used to hunt along its shores. 
Here we spent two ys exploring 
the country and came across a: “salt 
lick” to which the animals came to 
wallow in the mud-and eat alkali. 
We shot a imoose and dried what 


meat we could not carry fresh. The 


BUILD 


Our Own Road” 


(Continued from Page Two) 


not new. Ever since the discovery 
of the pass by Alexander Monkman 
in 1922 a road thro it had been 
the talk of settlers. It was low, the 
summit being 3,550 feet—almost the 
same level as the city of Calgary;— 
pep J of construction, the valley being 
le and level, the ascent gradual 
and the streams, running over gravel 
beds, had no banks. No ferry 
would be req and only one 
bridge of importance, at the Mc- 
Gregor River. Its scenic beauty was 
superb, Monkman Lake com- 
parable to Lake Louise; the useo 
Falls are 210 feet high, which is 50 
feet higher than Niagara; and this 
road would open up a hunters’ and 
fishermen’s paradise. It was so con- 
veniently placed that it might have 
been put there for no other purpose 
than to serve the Peace River coun- 


It would solve the problem of 
transportation, lower the cost of 
living, and bring a flood of tourists 
into the Peace River country. It 
would be the first coast highway— 
over the historic Cariboo road from 
Vancouver through the Peace and on 
to Edmonton—to continue on to the 
to Vancouver by 700 miles and even 
bring Edmonton 300 miles nearer to 
the Pacific. Such were some of the 
c of the promoters who prom- 


ised to have a crew at work on the | 


proposed road by June of 1937. 

Pr ailing to obtain anything con- 
crete from government officials, the 
Association went ahead to raise 


funds. Donations were received in 
the form of memberships, cash dona- 
tions from individ . municipal 
districts, boards of trade, etc. 


in the camps or in 

ag ante - tale Seite Y wireneial 
many 

seers wont 6 owe the . And 


by the second week in June 20 men, 
with axes, picks, saws, etc., 


on the new way. trail 
blazer was now 
in his 67th year, but still as straight 


Britigh Colum- 
thought advisable to 
ttitude of the province 
indefatigable fem- 
the cause was in 
called na ms the 
. M. pty eal Minister of 


thro our vince by way of the 
+a Pass?” she asked. guile. | woe 
) ee 


‘| “Go right ahea 


It would shorten the distance | 


“Not at all,” F 5 acaeae that official. 
So the workers went right ahead. 
By the end of A t they had cut j tra 
sixty miles of road, eight feet had 
and reached Stony Lake. 
corduroyed small streams 
petches of muskeg, cleared A ng 
cut through heavy stands of spruce 
as well as lighter poplar in pioneer 
Sg Then work stopped for har- 
vest. 


Besides these workers there were 
two trail- blazing outfits which 
reached Prince George. In the mid- 
dle of July the latter outfits started 
west. acer for Monkman, none of 
the men had ever been over the trail 
and he had taken the water route 
from the McGregor River. This time 
he intended to find a way overland 
from the river. When the first trail- 
blazing crew reached the McGregor 
River they were short of grub, so 
Art Smith started back with the 
pack horses. Alex Watt and Alf 
Cunningham decided to go on foot to 
the railway at Aleza Lake. They got 
directions ‘for fording the treacher- | 
ous McGregor but missed a rtage | 
ana were swept into the rapids. It | 
was a terrifying experience that 
almost proved fatal and turned one 
man’s hair white. However, they ! 
made shore and arrived at Aleza 
Lake with one whole pair of shoes 
and pants between them. They were 
taken to Prince George and royally 


received. 
second wee eens , oy, 
e 


The 
under Mo 

after fording the river and and, wit! the 
aid of a compass, ly chopped 
their way a ag “ion bush to 
reach Hansard. us completing the 
overland blazing. They too received 
a welcome at Prince George. 

On eo 20 the motor 
vehicle on the shore of S' 
Lake. It was a two-ton truck wi 
seven women and ten men who had 
made the trip over the and. "were | £2 
road without difficulty and were 
thrilled to find the terrain so ad- 
mirably suited to easy highway con- 
struction. 


being conse. 
again lenished, a crew of men 
went to Stony Lake to continue work 
as as weather tted. 
the past winter the drive 

for support w on. 
—~ as ooo dy spring, with the 

petus given last y 's success, 
the or, tion will be at work ene. 
with k, the enthusiasts hope to 
complete - 


5 My a away: for a truck to 
make the trip- je Seneeae ver. 
At any rate, they started 
something. While 


eull hope for 
Dominion oe . presees 
conenee Se . Or have 
| artes or not, 
NOTHING CAN nether hey NOw. 


They are going “On to the Pacific!” 


fe forks of the Slate 


east shore of the lake is ar 4 

but as we travelled weet ol 

shores the country chenaeé on on 
travelled in muskegs. At the west | 
end we found a very large salt lick, | 
where the ground had been lowg¢gred | 
about three feet by the wallowing | 
moose, deer and caribou for a space 
of about one hundred yards square. 
The spring running into this large 
mud bath Kept the entire “lick” just 
like a large bow] of mud. 


As we left the lake behind us we 
travelled on alder ridges fringed 
with jackpine. The hills began to 
rise higher on either side of the pass 
and we came upon the quiet waters 
of Kinuseo Creek—or the Kiwitch- 
awan, as it is called by the Indians. | 
The Kinuseo is an item of interest | 
because it flows into the mountains 
instead of out of them. The old In- 
dian name _ MKiwitchawan means! 
“waters running home.” 

This is the home of the black bear 
ed one measuring 91 

y inches. As well as 
being in good black bear country we 
fisherman's paradise. The 


quiet slow-moving waters fairly | 
lea: to life as we cast in our lines | 
and had speckled trout on our hooks, 


one of which weighed seven pounds. 
We spent many hours casting a dry 
fly over the water and watching 
three or four 14-inch grayling jump 
out of the water after the fly. Our 
first hour of fishing was rewarded 
by five speckled trout and nine | 
grayling. 

’ 

| 


| 
| 
| 


| follow the river for 
‘dred yards 


ountry 


oe 


KINUSEO FALLS 


“At the foot of the f swe s 
plunged over a Lili-foot litt 
below. It was a sight that » 
the falls a large whirlpool cddies 
trees, carried in its cou vere b 
rose high over the wate 


and the Slate and followed the 
'Monkman River. As we travelled 
along the Monkman River the trail 
became more hazardous and the pass 
|marrowed. At one point we were 


| forced to travel down a very steep 


wall of rock into the river and then 
about a hun- 
before we could get 
around a sheer precipice. 


On one occasion, looking through 


| field glasses we were able to see 


| goats grazing on the side of a moun- 


*LARENCE (“RED”) ANDERSON 
AND THE BEAR HE SHOT 


This picture gives a bare idea of 
the amount of game in the coun- 
try, according to the boys. 


After a three-day stop we moved 
on westward along the Kinuseo to 
the Cameron cabin, where we had 
a swim in the icy waters of that same 
creek. Here we were overtaken by 
a trail-blazing crew headed by Alec 
Monkman and a crew that was to 
clear the pack trail. Before this we 
had to cut away any windfall that 
had eh | > ad the ne Morea eee 
now of an op unity o 

A iin over a trail that had been 
opened up. 

That night we stopped at a place 
called the Big Spring, given its name 
because of a large <= that emp- 
ties its waters out of the side of a 

very steep hill about two hundred 
feet above the level of the floor of 
the . This is a large spring and 
water gushes with great force out of 
a hole in the side of the hill about 
five feet in diameter. The water is 
ice cold and as clear as crystal. As 
we came ‘1p to the springs there was 
a bull moose wallowing in the mud 
of the creek at the foot of the moun- 
tain, but he soon vanished from 
sight in the small trees that grew 
along the bottom of the mountain. 

The next morning we set out for 
Kinuseo Falls on the Murray River. 
We had heard a great deal about 
these falls and were very anxious to 
see them. Before reaching the Mur- | 
ray River, however, we passed | 
through the Green Bowl. This is a| 
| very beautiful little valley sur-| 
rounded by cliffs, with only the en- 
trance and the exit passable to 
horses. The grass of the valley, 
which covers about ten acres, is kept 
very green by the spring which feeds 
the small creek that runs through. 
A great many flowers grow here and 
lend an air of contrast and beauty 
to this little bowl-like valley nestled 
in those gaunt, grey granite cliffs. 

We also passed along the top of 
the cliffs which — gine 
“Shooting Lake.” which 
is given its name y hemp "of the 
roaring sound that is continually 
heard from the to lop, is is han 7 springs 
and has no outle ut two 
ere feet below the a el of the 
walls around it and these are almost 
perpendi 


We then ye out of a rock! 
in on 5 ey glade dotted | 


a, ne pine and spruce trees. 
we 


phi oe Se souks peat | 
useo alis an 
poe ag Mo ourselves looking down 
nee the rushing waters of the Mur- 
ray River. As Kinuseo Falls are) 
some little distance off the pack 
trail, we did not stop to see them on | 
the way up but continued on along 
the bank of the Murray River to the 
and Monkman) 
Rivers, where these join to form the 


stately pines and 
peaks Ay ee 
u on e er 
side. There are islands mt intervals | 
and game abounds in this region. 

We forded the Slate River at the | 
forks and camped for the night, after 
a Fig; mnaceron) and of trout, nock, 

be Wyo and stewed apricots. | 

we left the Murray | 


| course of the 
iby falls 


tain on the opposite side of the river. 


ind ah 
ill lon 


ind drenched ¢ 


Other kinds of game were plentiful. | 


As we neared Monkman Lake the 


and rapids, and snow- 


river became broken | 


capped peaks rise on either side of | 


the river. 


One of these peaks we)! 


gave the name of Castle Mountain | 


because the top resembles the tur- 
rets of a castle. The country be- 


BOB (KELLY) 


WRIGHT 
MAGAR 
After considerable wrest 
managed to prt Mi 
back, but not om the 


AND 


, they 
on his 


comes rougher and rockier and the 


Monkman River plunges over 14 
falls, ranging from 35 to 75 feet, in 
the course of ten miles. At one of 


these falls, where the grazing for our 
horses was good, we camped for half 
a day and fished. A short distance 
from camp a large spring tumbled 
down the side of the mountain and 
its rour mingled with that of the 
falls below. 

Beneath the falls in the river we 
caught 17 bull-trout in the space of 
half an hour. We used plain hooks 
baited with square chunks of pork. 
It was very thrilling to see five or 
six trout strike at the hook at once, 
and sometimes all would miss it. 

As we pushed on further up this 
| mighty river the country became 


» 

¥ 
Y 
Fe 
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A FINE 


| this lake is one of the best hunting 
| regions in the pass and abounds with 
|all species of game. 


| tain 


| It 


MESS OF TROUT FROM MONKMAN CREEK 


tood spellbound The mighty Murray 
opped into the foaming waters 

; rematn in our memortes, Below 
and boils, and a we watehed, huge 
ing cround to splinters The spray 


sur clothes like a heavy rain.” 


very rocky and we had great diffi- 
culty in keeping on the pack trail 
and would often stumble across it at 
intervals because there is no way of 
marking it on the rocks. The pass 
became quite narrow and the snow 
fields loomed close around us. 

In one particular spot we spent a 
few moments of deep anxiety over 
the safety of our horses when they 


slid off the trail into large crevices 
in the rocks. Two of our horses 
were stuck in crevices at once and 


had we not been travelling with. the 
Monkman outfit at the time 
might not have been able to get them 


out and would have been forced to 
|shoot them. However, the horses | 
seemed to suffer no ill-effects and} 


we reached Monkman Lake. 

This is a very picturesque moun- 
lake nestled in the snowclad 
peaks on the very summit of the pass. 
is surrounded by stately spruce 
and pine. The country surrounding 


The elevation 
here is about 3,200 feet in the pass, 


but some of the peaks bordering the | 


pass rise to 7,000 feet. 

It was during our 
man Lake we decided to do some 
mountain climbing and see if we 
couldn't shoot a caribou. We set out 
about 11 o’clock with our rifles and 
a little lunch and climbed above the 
timber line on the northeast side of 


the lake. Here we saw signs of 
goat, bear, caribou and moose, but 
we were unable to get a shot at 
any caribou. We had field glasses 
with us and as we sat looking down 
at the lake we noticed something 
walking out into the lake and upon 


focussing the glasses on it we found 
it was a moose. It swam about half 
a mile across a bay of the lake. At 
one time we were able to distinguish 


five moose and a caribou at various 
places along the shore. 

As we were about to return to 
camp we came across a deep game 


trail and decided to follow it a short 
distance. We had not gone far when 
we noticed something coming around 
a bend in the trail about 300 yards 
away. We ducked into the low 


bushes and to our surprise and de- 
light a huge timber wolf walked up 
to within 20 yards of us. It was 
rather disappointing to see hin 
bound into the brush when a hasty 
shot struck wide of its mark. 


When we reached camp after dark 
we were tired but very pleased with 
our explorations. 


While exploring the lake we came 
across a mineral deposit containing 
copper, gold and silver, but we found 
that it was not valuable enough to 
warrant mining. Theve were never 
any dull moments; we always found 
something interesting. We were 
greatly surprised to find wild geese 
on the lake. They had nested there 
and the young were able to fly. 


we | 


stay at Monk- | 


| 
| 


Adventure The Monkman Pass 


~~ 
LQ 


We then made a trip to the summit 
of the pass, about five miles on the 
other side of Monkman Lake, and it 
was here that we succeeded in shoot- 
ing a huge 10-point moose, with 
which we replenished our greatly 
diminished food supplies. 

When we looked these’ supplies 
over, we found that they would last 
only for four or five days, so decided 
to start for home at once. We had 


taken nine rolls of films and were 
saving two rolls for the journey 
home and to take some pictur: of 
| Kinuseo Falls. 

Our first stop on the return jour- 
| ney was at the ford on the Slate 
River. We camped for the night, 
and on crossing in the morning 
found that the river had risen six 


inches since we had crossed last. 
had very little 


We 
experience of fording 


|} streams and got a great thrill out of 


crossing such a large river. 
We pushed on to Kinuseo 
and arrived at nearest point to 
which we could take the pack horses 
towards evening and after making 
camp we scrambled over windfall 
and cliffs until we finally emerged 
at the foot of the falls and there 


Falis 


| stood spellbound. 


The mighty Murray plunged over 


a 210-foot cliff and dropped into the 


| were being ground to splinters. 


foaming waters below. It was a 
sight that will long remain in our 
memories. 


Below the falls a large 
eddies and boils, and 
huge trees, carried 


whirlpool 
as we watched | 
in its course, 
The 


spray rose high over the water and | 
|! drenched our clothes like a heavy 
rain. 


| 
| 
| 


We went reluctantly back to camp) 
and the next morning 
falls, 


again visited 


the and this time we had fish 


TROUT 
The 

fine 

true! 


FROM KINUSEO CREEK 
boys sAay 
fish stories 


have 
all of 


they 
and 


some 
them 


LACE. 


THE ENERGY AND 
OF PEACE RIVER 


EFFORTS TO PROVIDE 
WITH BETTER TRANSPORTATION 


PAGE THREE 


AS WRITTEN BY THE 
BOYS THEMSELVES 


hooks. We found that the river was 
full of fish betow the falls and spent 
the rest of the day taking pictures of 
the falls, fishing and rafting on a 
> eg raft in the river above the 
alls. 

As we viewed the falls for the last 
time that night we were again struck 
by its picturesque beauty as the 
dying rays of the setting sun cast 
prisms of color in the rushing waters 
and cast double rainbows in the 
spray. ad 

The next morning we set out for 
home with still greater speed, as our 
supplies were getting seriously low. 


Upon reaching the Cameron cabin, 
however, we replenished our supply 
a little from a cache left there by 
the trail blazers, having been told 
to take what we needed if our grub 
was low Along the trail we were 
able to shoot blue and willow grouse 
‘hd spruce hens. 

We reached Stony Lake with only 


a cupful of rice, a few apricots and 
some beans and tea, Our flour, 
sugar and other supplies were gone, 
and the next morning we had one 
spruce hen and some cold bannock 
for breakfast. 

We soon reached 
Pass Highway 


the Monkman 
Association's road 
camp and there bought some flour, 
sugar and other necessaries, so the 
rest of the journey passed rather un- 
eventfully. We stopped at Kruger's 
Flats for one day and then went on 
to the Big Slough.. 
| “he last day our 


horses got away 


just as we got up and we had to ride 

about eight miles on the one horse 
left in camp to get them. We 
| travelled about forty miles and we 
were tired and hungry when we 
reached Walker's to end a glorious 
trip. 


We had been gone for 34 days and 
had travelled over all but 40 miles 


|}of the Monkman Pass route. We 
|had seen more game than we had 
|ever seen before, as well as having 
| caught three kinds of trout. Our 
fish stories hold their own with the 
best of them, and the funny part of 
it is that ours are true. 

We had travelled over the route 
of the proposed highway to see for 
ourselves whether or not a_e road 


could be built and we were not only 
struck by the ease with which a 
highway could be built but also by 
the remarkably fine bed that such 
a road would have. It would pass 
entirely over gravel and stone and 
cross only one river. This highway 
would pass through some of the most 
picturesque of the Rockies and as 
| well as being easy to build it will be 
}a real practical asset to this country. 

And as w@ look back over the trip, 
|} again we see the awe-inspiring sight 
|of the Murray River plunging over 
}a 210-foot wall of rock, sending 
showers of spray to catch the rays 
of light and reflect them in hundreds 
of sparkling colors; again we see 
beautiful blue - green waters of 
mountain lakes, in whose cool depths 
are reflected the snowy peeks and 
dark green trees along their shores. 
Again we feel the thrill of hunting 
the mighty moose and coming face 
to face with wolf and bear. It was 
indeed an adventure that will long 
dwell in our memories. 


INDOMITABLE 


RIVER 


RESOURCEFULNESS 
PEOPLE IN THEIR 
SELVES 
TO 


Trim .4 
A288..¥3 


THE OQUTSIDE WORLD HAS AROUSED 
THE ADMIRATION OF ALL WHO KNOW 


THEIR PROBLEMS. 


IT WAS JUST 


SUCH A 


SPIRIT THAT 


AROUSED THE WHEAT PRODUCERS OF 


ALBERTA TO WORK TOGETHER 


IN 


BUILDING ALBERTA POOL ELEVATORS, 
AN EXCLUSIVELY ALBERTA GROWER. 
CONTROLLED CO-OPERATIVE ORGANI. 


ZATION. 


ALBERTA 
WHEAT 
POOL 
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Brief For The 


Monkman 


Pass Highway Project 


Submitted to the People of Canada 
By John McNeught, Secretary 
Of The M. P. H. A. 


PREAMBLE 
You no doubt remember years 
the familiar figure of Jack Cama, 
tha. clean-cut, serene-faced youth 
that seemed ever ready to face the 
world and the future with calm self- 
assurance. His figure is much less 
familiar now, but we imagine these 
years have left their mark. The hair 
may not be gray nor the figure bent, 
but surely the domestic bickerings 
within the Domision family circle 
have deepened the linewon that once 
untroubled brow. Now it is a cry of 
protest against some injustice from 
the Maritimes. Next, younger 
prairie members, faced with the re- 
sults of youthful extravagance, 
coupled with disastrous failures, are 
clamoring bitterly for help. Insis- 
tent demands are continually heard 
from the western coast. To these 
vurious pleas are added the harsh 
retorts of the central provinces. 
Surely one mere voice, that of the 


Pe-.ce River country, can add little | 


to this discord or bring an added 


frown to that careworn face. 


THE ROUTE 

That a pass offering such advan- 
tages should bzive so long escaped 
attention seems remarkable. This is 
probably because access on both 
sides of the divide lies along in- 
significant tributary streams of the | 
Murray on the east and the Mc- 
Gregor on the west, these themselves 
tributaries of still larger rivers. In 
1795 Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
missed its approach by eight or ten 
miles. Featherstonehaugh,. surveying 
for the Grand Trunk Pacific. was 
turned back by a snowstorm a few 
miles from its entrance in 1905. Be 
fore his return the Yellowhead had 
been selected or railway history 
might have been different. It re- 
mained for Alec. Monkman in 1922 
to investigate and fully appreciate 


the possibilities of this pass. Only 
after much effort could he _ get 
recognition for his claims. Even- 


tually it resulted in a survey by Mr. 
Murray Hill for the C.P.R. A later 
and more compiete survey was made 
jointly by the two railways. This 
last report decidedly in favor of it 
| from the standpoint of a rail outlet. 

Nothing could be more favorable, 
both as to location and direction, It 
j|leaves the southwest corner of the 


ough ally member of | Peace district and proceeds directly 
tho lr oreae tt has at least an | west and south to meet the C.N.R. 


individuality. The interests and 
problems that are vital to it are not 
shared by any other member. Its 
people suffer the disadvantage of) 
being a minority. In the Alberta 
legislature three voices are heard 
among sixty-three; in British Col- 
umbia one in forty-three; while in 
the Ottawa house we have two in 
two hundred and forty-five. In none 
of these are the vital requirements of 
the Peace really essential to the 
electorate. 

Now it is important for the state 
that a minority should receive con- 
sideration. That it does not is one 
weakness of a democracy. Where 
only numbers and influence count, 
sectionalism rather than fairness 


holds sway. With a Mussolini such a } 


road would have been ordered built | 
at a word. Yet, not for all the high- | 
ways of Canada would we want a 
dictator. However, to avoid despair 
and exasperation a minority should 
always be considered. 


To the residents of the Peace it has | 
always been a matter of wonder just | 
what was the matter with their out- 
let problem. What IS wrong with it? 
It has been flattered, flirted with, 
and even promised, but seems to) 
lack the necessary IT to be seriously 
wvuoed by any political party. What 
does our cause lack that some other | 
projects possess which have been 
embraced so readily? The matter of 
cost can mean little, as evidenced by 
the C.N.R. hotels and the Hudson 
Bay Railway, projects infinitely 
more costly. The matter of utility | 
can have no appeal; there is no com- | 
parison between the need of this out- 
let as compared with terminal grain 
elevators at Halifax and Montreal or 
the new Vancouver bridge. The lat- 
ter means a saving of some fifteen 
miles, ours a saving of fifteen hun- 
dred for perhaps an equal volume of | 
traffic. To satisfy a popular demand 
is not always necessary, for the | 
Omineca or Turgeon Highway ap- 
Propriations were made and ap- | 
proved before the districts of Prince 
George and Pouce Coupe were even | 
aware of it, let alone demanding it. | 
Of course, the Peace River country, 
being as yet largely an agricultural 
area, may lack the financial means 
of backing its demands. However, 
it is the hope of the people of the 
North, as expressed in the Monkman 
Pass Highway Association. to make, 
known the real merits of their cause, 
confident that it will find favor in 
eyes of the powers that be. 


That these areas became settled in 
the first place and subsequently de- 
veloped has beer. on the understand- 
ing of a direct outlet to the coast. 
This was of course to have been by 
railway, but as such hopes have 
faded and as other forms of trans- 
portation make it not so absolutely 
essential, the attention of the resi- 
dents turned to a highway. At least 
it would be the opening of the| 
western route. Better such a begin- | 
ning than nothing at all. Recent 
developments have added to the force | 
of this contention. The improve- 
ment and shortening of the Edmon- 
ton highway with the gravelling of 
the Cariboo road and its extension to 
Hansard, B.C., leave a gap of less 
than 150 miles. This together with 
the remarkable changes in motor 
traffic, both passenger and trans- 
port, undreamed of a few years ago, 
gives new significance to a highway. 

To all Peace River residents it 
means a great deal. It cuts the 
motor distance between Grande 
Prairie and Vancouver from 1,500 to 
750 miles. It offers a means of ex- 
change of our products, such as seed 
and feed grain, for fish, fruit and 
lumber, as well as general merchan- 
dise. It offers the benefit of a tourist 
trade which with the existing one- 
Way motor roads we are at present 
denied. It would mean instead of 
being the most remote and isolated 
of prairie dwellers we would have 
the most direct access to the coast 
and world markets. 


To the western provinces, and the 
Dominion generally, it would mean 
@ new and possibly the first non- 
ferry trans-Canada highway. It in- 
volves the least new construction, 
the least engineering problems and 
would be the most serviceable for 
traffic of any projected route. It 
would bring Edmonton less than a 
thousand miles from Vancouver and 
provide as short a route as any from 
the prairies to the coast. It would 
also make of the present one-way 
roads, that is the Cariboo Highway 
and the Edimonton-Peace River road 
an alternate tourist route, thus sup- 
plying what is most needed in 
western Canada highways. 


Since the use of this pass has been 
advocated there have been several 
suggestions from outside sources. 
One is that through this pass will 
develop the most direct com:nunica- 
tion with the mining areas of the 
Mackenzie. Another is that it will 
form a link in the projected Alaskan 

way. A recent proposal by some 
oil interests is that oil from the pros- 
pective Peace River oil fields be 
Piped to the coast at Bella Coola by 
way of Monkman Pass. 

These are some of the benefits to 
be derived from this project, and to 
achieve them is a relatively small 
undertaking. The portions of this 

have already been built and 
use. Only a iink remains to 
- Se connected up. 


} small 


- 


| ane the Cariboo Highway at Han- 
sard 


It follows the open valleys of 
several small rivers and streams 
which form a direct and natural 
route throughout. The nature of 


these valleys offer a minimum of) 


grades, ravines and bridges. An 


altitude of only 3,550 feet at the) 
summit make it next to that of the) 


Peace the lowest pass through the 
Rockies. 


route are enthusiastic about 
beauty. Stony Lake in the foothills, 
Monkman Lake in the pass itself. 
with the series of cascades along 
Monkman Creek, are places of real 
beauty. Kinuseo Falls, where the 
Murray plunges over a 210-foot high 
cliff is one of the highest waterfalls 
on any large river in Canada. It is 
a greater height than famed Niagara. 
Passing between glaciers and snow- 
capped mountains, this pass has its 
share of real Rocky Mountain scen- 
ery. 


THE ASSOCIATION 


As year after year went by the 


pioneers of the Edson and Athabasca 
trails had many of them passed on 
without seeing the realization of 
their hopes. Other generations were 
getting on. Eager hopes gradually 
gave place to apathy and despair. 
As the details of the route became 
known more and more was heard 
the talk of getting busy—or, in other 
words, “Let’s go.” i ons of 
methods, costs, and offers of dona- 
tions, work, goods and cash became 
the order of the day. 

It was in response to this that a 
meeting gathered at Halcourt Octo- 
ber 30, 1936. Mr. Monkman was on 
hand with information. Due to cir- 
cumsiances only a dozen neighbors 
were present. Though numbers were 
they unanimously accepted 
the responsibility of going ahead, 
and an association was formed, as 
follows: President, C. McNaught, 
vice-president, A. Monkman; secre- 
tary, A. Watt. An initial executive 
consisting of I. Lambert, Elmer Dahl, 
J. McNaught, Hugh Gingles, Wm. 


 aniee tte 


who have been along the | 
its | 


1 ee en: 


THE MAP TELLS THE STORY 


Ottawa, Edmonton, Vancouver and 
Victoria interviewed influential busi- 
ness men, heads of organizations and 
government members and officials. 
Much of this has since proved to be 
of great value. Members of both 
federal and provincial houses, also 
cabinet ministers, gave such assur- 
ance of support at that time as to 
justify proceeding with the project. 


TRAIL CUTTING 


From the outset it has been felt 
that direct action on the part of the 
people themselves was necessary. 
Requests, petitions and delegations 
always had been and would still be 
futile. We could at least cut a trail 
through, prove our contention and 
be willing to at least share a portion 
of the cost. Failing government aid 
it would be a basis for working along 
the idea of a privately owned toll 
road. It was also frequently pointed 
out that most of the highways and 
trade routes of the west began as 
volunteer efforts on the part of 


As a result o 


cessful 


River Country 
truck. 


y - 


work is part the Monkman Pass 
continued 
Liberty and W. L. Taylor was ap- 


pointed. This was soon followed by 
a larger and more representative 
gathering from the surrounding dis- 
tricts. A full discussion of the situa- 
tion and all possible means of pro- 
cedure ensued. The aim of the 
association was simply to explore and 
follow up any every possible 
means of securing this highway. 

The executive appointed felt that 
before applying to any source from 
which assistance might be expected 
they would have to be backed by the 
force of a united and insistent de- 
mand from the entire Peace River 
area. To accomplish this it set about 
collecting all available data regard- 
ing the route to be traversed, the 
problems to be encountered, and the 
possibilities offered. Reports of tra- 
vellers through the pass were col- 
lected, maps and reports from the 
government secured, also informa- 
tion regarding highways. Special 
maps were engraved and printed. 
These were distributed as well as 
published in both the local and out- 
side papers, having a total circula- 
tion of over seven hundred thousand. 
Map contests were sponsored in the 
schools. Meetings were held in ad- 
jacent communities throughout the 
fall and winter, enlisting interest and 
support. Although storms and blocked 
roads made extension of this work 
difficult and too expensive, it was 
felt that at least all western Grande 
Prairie was femiliar with the idea 
and staunchly behind it. 

Although it was considered prerna- 
ture as yet to make a direct appeal 
for government action, still no effort 
was spared in keeping thern informed 
of the country’s need in this respect 
and what was being done. Beyond 
the confines of the Peace very little 
was generally known or cared about 
its problems or their soluticn. The 
claims of the Peace River might 
have to be much better known 
throughout all Canada before action 
could be expected from its represen- 
tatives at Ottawa. Contacts were 
made wherever possible, correspon- 
dence maintained with all who might 
|} be of assistance. Association mem- 
it bers, having occasion to be in 


and 


operation by 
ixty miles a road has been cut through primeval 
loaded with picnickers 


| while car 


}on foot. This 


the people of the Peace 


driven over it. The 


Highway project and is being 


pioneers. The support that has been 
accorded this undertaking through- 
out the country, as well as the ap- 
proval of those in authority, seem 
to well justify this attitude. 

Twelve volunteers, with tents, 
tools, teams and equipment, assem- 
bled at Rio Grande on June 11. On 
the 13th this party set out, making 
camp some ten miles southwest of 
Rio Grande. Here work was started 
widening the existing trail, avoiding 
low spots and putting in culverts. 
From the boundary considerable 
new trail was cut, with some stretches 
of thick growth. This soon gave way 
to more open country. At the Big 
Slough a party of six farmers from 
La Glace arrived for two weeks 
donated work. This experienced 
help gave an added impetus to the 
work. With others arriving from 
time to time there was for a period 
a force of twenty. By September 
this party had reached Stony Lake, 
approximately fifty miles from the 
starting point, and with threshing 
under way, camp was broken up. 
Later a truck party from Sexsmith 
and La Glace put in a week or so 
improving the road so far cut. Mean- 
rties vied with each 
other in following the trail-cutting, 
each adding a few miles of new road 
to the record of the last. As a climax 
a truckload of seventeen people 
reached Stony Lake on September 20. 


It 


never would see the trail at Hansard. 
Crop prospects dwindled, 
tions fell away. It was necessary to 
get som and there 
were uncertainties as to the route 
that needed clearing up. Along the 
route the old pack trail was known 
to have fallen into disuse. Wincifall 
otten blocked it and culverts roited 
or gone. It petered out beyond the 
summit and toward Hansard, where 
travel is confined to rivers, the trail 
had never been defined. Ten men, 
pack horses and equipment set out, 
cleared the pack trail as far as the 
McGregor River. Owing to shortage 
of provisions and feed for horses the 
last twenty-five miles were covered 
confirmed the feasi- 


contribu- | 


Heights to Prince George. .180 Miles 


Approximate Distance from 


Rio 


Grande to Prince George. .175 Miles 


E 
: 
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much uncertainty. 

The parties reaching Prince George 
by the direct route were what was 
to bring the people there to. 
that we are neighbors, with | 
i a door en, et requires | 
unlocking, and aiso at we are in 
| earnest about unlocking it. : 
; It remained for the past winter, | 
| with its remarkable weather and 
| perfect car roads to cover the re- 
| maining portions of the Peace terri- 
. showing scenes | 
|along the route and the work being | 
| done and accounts of those who have | 
| made the trip, everyone was able to. 
| gain a definite idea of the under- | 
|taking. During the early winter) 
meetings were held in most of the| 
remaining unenlisted communities of | 
'Grande Prairie. In reply to a re- | 
quest from the B.C. Block, waese | 
muct iverest was being shown, two 


central meeting at Dawson Creek, | 
where a cooperating association was | 
formed with splendid support. This 
was followed by another series of | 
meetings from Fairview to Peace 
River and also from Spirit River to 
McLennan and High Prairie. With 
an enthusiastic campaign manager, 
out of over one hundred and fifteen 
meetings in not more than one did 
arrangements fail. At all places the. 
project was heartily endorsed. 
|lections were generously given and 
many special efforts have since been 
made to assist with funds. Thus it 
can truly be said that the Monkman 
Pass Highway is endorsed and 
| strongly supported by practically the 
}entire population of the Peace. This 
is a matter of the utmost importance 
in placing our case before the people 
|}of Alberta and British Columbia and 
their governments, also the Dominion 
house. 

Encouraged by this united support, | 

the association felt it time to press, 
the matter in the coast province. The 
|two delegates flew from Dawson 
| Creek to Prince George, making it 
|in one hour and five minutes, and 
| costing thirty dollars. The plane be- 
| longed to the United Air Transport, | 
| which company, at the suggestion of 
the assotiation, has been 
trips of reconnaissance. The pi 
|report it entirely suitable for flyi 
purposes. | 

Prince George, which had been 
awaiting further cooperation from 
Alberta, gave irmmediate response, 
forming a similar association and 
raising considerable funds. They are | 
assisting in every way possible. 

At Vancouver, the delegates, who 
by the way are led by a man of 
Pouce Coupe, have still more en- 
couraging reports. It was not an 
easy task, but after six weeks of 
careful and painstaking work they 
have secured the endorsation of the 
Boards of Trade of Vancouver, New 
Westminster, Mission, Chilliwack and 
others. They were also supported by 
the Liberal Associations of Van- 
couver and Burnaby, as well as by 
the Motor Association and other in- 
fluential bodies. The crowning 
achievement there is the forming of 
the Vancouver Monkman Pass High- 
way Association, on the directorate 
of which are most of the leading men 
ot Vancouver. They have under- 
taken the raising of $15,000 for the 
road; but above all the weight of 
their influence is what will count 
most. 

A word about financing might be 


ything 
achieved would have been impos-| 
sible without the hearty and syrn- , 
pathetic cooperation of the 


F 


mean to the country rather 


| Generous 


4 


By J’Hazard 


This fifty-odd miles, cut through 
virgin bush from Rio Grande to 
' Stony Lake, was the first achieve- 
|}ment in the Monkman Pass i 
way Association’s objective—to pro- 
mote the 132-mile non-ferry con- 
the coast-to-coast 
great Peace 


ux of settlers into 


| tely 32, 

fh Columbia and 42,000,000 acres in 
| Although divided by an 
interprovincial boundary, the people 
are united as one, crying out for a 
highway to the Pacific. 


This settled area of tne Peace 


g 


only direct route that can 
all the people. The people of 

have proven their ability 
produce quality in quantity by 
many international cham- 
onship prizes in wheat, oats, bar- 


| 
es 
| 


their provincial and Dominion gov- 
ernments are concerned, they are 
| people of a forgotten land. 

The idea of a highway through the 
| Monkman Pass in the Rockies is not 
| pew. Agitation for this outlet was 
| years ago, with various 
| petitions, etc. A woman’s organiza- 
| tion at Rio Grande was one of the 


AT THE BOUNDARY 


This picture shows the first motor truckload of picnickers ever to 
reach Stonv Lake when they visited one of the monuments 
on the British Columbia-Alberta boundary. 


tended by outside papers and publi-. 


cations. This is one of the most 
effective means of bringing our cause 
before the people of Canada. 


Much that has been done the past 
winter has been possible only be- 
cause of the Peace River country’s 
own radio station, CFGP. Its slogan, 
“The Voice of the Mighty Peace,” 
has a real meaning for this country. 
Realizing what this highway means 
to this country, manager of 
no 
pains in helping. By the radio sta- 
tion’s work oI has been 
greatly facilitated. Individuals and 
communities through it have been 


tertainments, 
CFGP a new audi- 


i Through 
ence has been reached that could not 


have been by any other means. 
From the beginning it has been 
generally conceded that this is a 
Dominion proposition. Peace River 
residents have always looked to the 


outlet, as an interprovincial railway 
‘is necessarily so. Why not so in the 
case of a highway? Our unfortunate 
geographical position provincially 
| strengthens this claim. As it is each 
| province seems able to justify its in- 
action. Surely such technical mat- 
, ters could be overcome. At least 
each province could make the proper 
/approach to the federal government. 
| The purpose of this account is not 
|to boast of anything that has been 
| done—it is simply an attempt to out- 
line what has been attempted and 
what remains to be done. This is 
only a beginning. 

From the forego it can be seen 
that a great deal of labor and ex- 
| pense has been incurred. If this ex- 
|} penditure is not to be wasted and 
| tg > tnd advantage already gained 
e continued. If the same spirit of 
self-help and cooperation is main- 
tained there is every reason to anti- 
cipate a none-too-distant fulfilment 


|federal government for their rail of our hopes. 


MONKMAN PASS SPECIAL EDITION 


Peace River Country's 


Short Cut To The Sea 


Boys, he said, we cut our way into 
this country and we can cut our way 
out.” And right there the nucleus of 


eee ae See. rage 
The en c group spent four 
dollars for a telegram to Premier 
Pattullo, telling him of their plans, 
fully hoping for his cooperation. The 
Premier replied, “Contents noted. 
There is a road constructed 
which we hope MAY ALLY 
REACH PEACE RIVER.” 

This vague refusal, instead of de- 
terring these pioneers, only spurred 
them to greater activity. The win- 
ter months were spent in organizing. 
There was no opposition — towns, 
villages and country jo hands 
in cooperating to put road 
thro v 

As soon as it became known that 
they _meant business, men _ volun- 

the:uselves for work, town 
merchants offered provisions, herd- 
ware men supplied axes, picks and 
shovels, tents were supplied, two 


short periods, money was donated, 
and then along came trucks to col- 
lect and deliver these supplies to the 
starting point on what is to be the 
first trans-Canada highway through 
the “Peace” to the “Pacific.” 

When all was ready, a start was 
made from Beaver Lodge, Alberta, 
the last point of railway contact, to 
a coun point southwest, Rio 
Grande, and this was the commence- 
ment of the greatest undertaking in 
cooperative road building that Can- 
ada has ever known. 

Alex Monkman, that 68-year-old 
pioneer, who came to Saskatoon 
Lake in 1898, was the first to bring 
the feasibility of the pass to the 
attention of the settlers, so when the 
whole outfit of tents and supplies 
was on its way with fifteen men, 
Alex, mounted on ter that good- 
looking five-gaited sad horse, was 
in the lead. Tramp had been through 
the pass with his master before, but 
on this morning of mornings his head 
went a little higher and he seemed 
to step with the air of one starting 
on an important mission. 

It is difficult to get a meal when 
camp is on the move, so that mor- 
ning a kindly hostess at Rio Grande 
who wanted to -share in this great 
undertaking sent word to the chief 
that the farewell breakfast was 
ready for the whole crew,—and what 
@ breakfast! Then a start was made 
down the hill around the bend, 
across the Rio Grande bridge they 
went, heading w disappear- 
ing over the horizon. Those who 
watched them go felt the muscles 
tighten in their throat as they waved 
them good-bye and good luck. So 
on June 11, 1937, the Peace River 
people began hewing their way to 
the pacific. 

In order that the construction 
crew could work more efficiently, it 
Was necessary to blaze the trail 
ahead. So in July Alex Monkman, 
with -three others, worked his way 
ahead over the pack trail which was 
being opened.up by Alex Watt and 
his party. The two outfits worked 
together most of the way. In all 
there were ten men, with ten pack 
ponies carrying the supplies. Tucked 
away in one of the packs was a sack 
of registered wheat, the first wheat 
over the new trail. When Professor 
Boving of the University of British 
Columvia heard of this wheat, he 
offered a dollar per pound for the 
| sdeeesae ol — to be distributed as 
souvenirs o e great undertaking. 

By the time the McGregor River 
was reached supplies were getting 
low and it was here that a trapper’s 
cache came into the picture. The 
trapper’s kind gesture in providing 
the party with some fresh supplies 
was the turning point between suc- 
cess and failure. Three members of 
the Monkman Pass Highway Asso- 
ciation executive were on this trip 
through the pass—Alex Monkman, 
Alec Watt, campaign manager, and 
Art Smith, publicity director. 


(Continued on Page Five) 


Mere coldness is not enough—there must 


be some delightful quality in 
make it truly a _ treat. 
quality in our products. 


other flavors. 


You get 


We manufac- 
ture Hires Root Beer, Vita-Kola and many 


DRINK 


GENUINE 


You'll Say It’s Refreshing! 


a drink to 
this 


5c 


National Fruit Co. 


| 
| 
L 


Branch of Consolidated Fruit Co., Ltd. 
Phone 151 and 31, Grande Prairie 


“Bert” Bossent, Manager 


MONKMAN PASS SPECIAL EDITION 


My District, The Lesser 
Slave Lake Area, and 


The Monkman Pass 


By E. &. Staniey 


Lesser Slave Lake area is “my 
district”; and the Monkman Pass will 
be the front driveway of Peace River 
country and therefore ours. 

No value or endearment attaches to 
any place except as it relates to 
human needs and contact. And how 
admirab this district, which in- 
cludes gh Prairie on the west and 
Slave Lake village and vicinity on 
~ aa is thus adapted is attested 

e@ many prosperous homes 
aeentey established in it. 

Lesser Slave Lake, which has an 
elevation of 1892 feet, is 70 miles 
long and 12 miles wide at its widest 
place. Swan Hills, on the south, 
contain several peaks that are some 


two thousand feet above the lake 
level. 


Except for a few large open spaces, 
such as Slave Lake, Swan River, 
Grouard and High Prairie, the sur- 
rounding area is thickly wooded. 


Many natural meadows border the 
shore; but, unfortunately, the recent 
unprecedented lake flood drowned 
large portions of it. 

The first settlers, most of them, 
were in the gold rush of 1898. Some 
gav up the trek at this point, while 
others remained here on their return 
from a futile effort to get through. 

The second and m influx of 

kers was just before and at 
the time of the railway construction, 
brag at this place was in 1914 and 

Those were stirr 
ridge—now Slave 


a frontier metropolis, boasting a 
population of two thousand. 

‘fabulous prices were commanded 
by fur at that time. Merton Carl of 
Faust tells of a live pair of foxes 
havin, 
Bob rmier, then of Swan River, 
got $850 for 3 fox pelt. But the 
highest paid for a fox pelt is said to 
have been not less than $1,000. 

Equally amazing was the price of 
hay in °18, 19 and °20, which at the 
peak was more than $50 per ton. 

And as to resources:—Big game 
and fur animals rove the woods, 
surviving natural meadows provide 
hay,—extensive stands of saw tim- 
ber dot the landscape, —fish, once 

g, are increasing, thanks to 


thinnin, 
the fish hatchery,—good beaches, 
grace tne shores,—soil of high fer-| 


tility favors the settlements,—coal 


deposits add to the wealth,—and gas | 


and oil is strongly indicated. 

Mixed farming predomin-tes: how- 
ever, the surplus grain requires the 
services of two elevators at High 
Prairie and one at Enilda. Culti- 
vated small fruits thrive,—vegetables 
are unsurpassed for quality and 
yield,commercial fishing provides 
a living for many,—lumber industry 
employs several crews the year 
round,—fur farming is prominent, 
with approximatel 7,000 animals 
having been pel last fall,_—-sum- 
mer resort business, though in its 
infancy, is most promising,—and a 
casket factory operates at uso. 

In common with Peace River as a 
whole, our climate is healthful; and 
only in precipitation, which is mark- 
edly more, does it differ. Extremes 
of weather conditions are conducive 
to hardihood. 

Speaking of hardihood, we per- 
haps hold the record for longevity: 
Mrs. Genevieve Giroux was 102 

ears old at the time of her death in 

‘aust last August. 

Religious activity does not lag. 
Catholics and Protestants, both rep- 
resented, have fourteen churches. A 
Catholic Indian mission operates at 
Grouard, and also one at Joussard. 
There is an Anglican Indian mission 
at White Fish Lake; but theirs that 
had long served at Grouard has been 
abandoned. 

Organizations of women, young 
people and children are numerous. 


times. Saw-| 
e Beach—was 
a bustling beehive; and Grouard was) 


sold for $2,400 at Grouard.| 


Two hospitals, two 
few nurses are at High Prairie; and 
a government district nurse is lo- 
cated at Kinuso. 

Schools amply serve the country, 
among which is a consolidated school 
at High Prairie, also one at 


Kinuso. 
During the railw construction 
its objective was vious—to the 


coast of course -—— so everybody 
thought--nothing else seemed rea- 
sonable. But people were not left in 
doubt, for promises were definitely 
given. 

So enlivening was the faith and 
hope of the people by such well- 
founded expectations, they poured 
through here like a tidal wave,—and 
Peace River was settled. 

That was twenty-four years ago: 
and many born here since then now 
have homes of their own with chil- 
dren of another generation growing 
up,—and still there is no coast out- 
let. 


Not only have confidences been 
betrayed and promises broken, but 
this people is being exploited,— 
exploited by the senseless, need- 
less extra transportation service of 
hundreds of miles in their traffick- 
ing with British Columbia and 
with various marts of the world. 


IT 18 A HEARTLESS TRIBUTE! 
A TRIBUTE CRUELLY WRUNG 
FROM A PEACEFUL POPULACE 
WHOSE PRIDE 18 LOYALTY— 
WHOSE HONOR 18 INDUSTRY— 
WHOSE FAME {8 ACHIEVE- 
MENT. 


And t errors are no excuse! 


doctors and al 


sufficiently wide and flat as to prac- 


tically preclude snowslide hazards. 
Preserved nature’s vaults for 


; What if “white elephant” railway | ages past are the treasures this pro- 


|/branches have been built? What 
has that to do with their duty to this 
inland realm with its population ap- 
| proaching 100,000? 

What if they do insanely and at a 
loss operate parallel railway lines 
and give duplicate service? What 
has that to do with keeping pledges— 
pledges a generation old? 

And what could be more childish 
than to say “there is lack of means’? 
while lacking means (?) millions 
have been spent supporting able- 
bodied men in idleness, and by so 
doing robbed them of self-respect 
and destroyed in them the high sense 
of honor, as if there were no work 
to do. Is it not possible that sooner 
than we dare guess the nation will 
sorely need the morale she has so 

prodigally impairéd? And what of 
ithe internal troubles being brewed 
by this policy? 

Several times could the connecting 
link of only 150 miles of railroad or 


the 132 miles of highway (or both) 
have been built with those millions— 
millions worse than wasted. 


“Greater financial security,” is the 
cry of the president of the C.P.R. 
Clearly a feigned excuse, we believe. 
Certainly there is not a 150-mile 
railway branch existing, or proposed, 
in Canada that can begin to equal 
for revenue what would be earned 
by this 150 miles, only, needed to 
comnect via the Monkman Pass—but 
the extortion by the present needless 
extra railway haulage would thereby 
end. IS THAT NOT THE CRUX? 


But the pioneer spirit flared! In- 
dignant, a handful of Peace River 
folk looked to themselves for help, 
and the Monkman Pass Highway 
Association’ was formed. Seething 
with an urge to achieve, over fifty 
miles of a vehicular trail was cut 
into the pass the first season—a her- 
culean feat indeed. 

But fate beams her smile: this pass 
is one of the lowest, being at its 
highest point only about one thous- 
and feet above the average farm 
area in Peace River. No_ steep 
grades, no feryies, no rock work of 
account will be needed. Not nar- 
row gorges will the route follow, we 
'are told, but a succession of valleys 


Peace River’s Short Cut ig 


(Continued from Page Four) 


Anyone taking a trip over the 
Monkman Pass route would see at 
first hand its scenic grandeur. Its 
valleys are wide and run in such 
directions that they can be used to 
great advantage in building a high- 
way. The banks of the rivers are 
low and the grades are not steep. 
The altitude ir the Divide is 3,500 
feet, and at this point the valley is 
about two miles wide. On account 
of the valley being wide there is no 
danger of slides of any kind, either 
rock or snow. All through the pass 
there is plenty of game, moose, deer, 
caribou, sheep, goats and bear. On 
Monkman Creek there is a series of 
eight waterfalls, ranging in height 
from 15 to 60 feet. In these there is 
splendid trout fishing. 

One sees at first hand the beauty 
‘which nature has made and can 
stand in awe and gaze at the moun- 
tains, springs, lakes and waterfalls. 
Watching the fish swim upstream 
with the ease of a streamlined car 
over a smooth highway is an inter- 
esting holiday occupation.. The deer, 
the caribou and the moose bathing in 
the lakes all make outstanding pic- 
tures. To this secluded spot hie Mr. 
and Mrs. Gray Canada Goose and 
rear their spring models. They will 
seem very surprised when you come 
down to the shore of a lake they con- 
sider their very own. Monkmatn 
Lake nestles at the foot of a moun- 
tain several thousand feet high, 
and waits the advent of the new 
highway, so that she, like Lake 
Louise, can show breathless beauty 
to the world. 

The approximate distance from 
Vancouver to Feller Heights in Brit- 
ish Columbia, connecting the Peace 
River Block is 680 miles. The ap- 


pomes distance 
Rio Grande in Alberta is 675 
The forks of the trail would 


be near Stony Lake. A saving of a 
thousand miles over the present 


a visitor to a settler in 


children. 
ed with the fruit for a while 
threw it in the wood box. He 
did not know it was to be caten, for 
he had never before seen an orange. 
There are men and women, raised! 
in the Peace River country, who 
have never seen an apple blossom or 
an apple growing; yet throu the 
Monkman Pass, a short d ce 
down the Cariboo Trail, they thrive 
in abundance. 


Nothing would help the problem of 
the rural woman more in caring for 
@ family than t would 


from Vancouver | th 


bring to her table more easily the 
products of the British Columbia 
orchards. To say nothing about be- 
ing able to load the family into a car, 
take them down to the orchards and 
give them a holifay as well. 

As a district the development of 
the Peace River is at a_ standstill 
without a western outlet. 

They are the most inaccessible to 
markets—yet with the Monkman 
Pass Highway they would be the 
closest. 

It will mean the opening of the 
front door. At present only the back 
door is open. pening up this route 
will provide a vast hinterland for 
the coast cities. 

The Monkman Pass Highway will 
be a marker for the new Vancouver, 
Prince George, Fort St. John, White- 
| horse plane route. It will give tour- 
| ists a route whereby they may travel 
north on the Pacific Coast through 
scenic British Columbia, to the won- 
derful paradise of the Rockies over 
the Monkman Pass Highway into the 
empire of the Peace; then back on 
the east side of the Rockies through 
Edmonton. When this and other 
projected routes are completed, Ed- 
monton will be 200 miles shorter on 
her journey to the coast via this 
route. 

At present Peace River’s tourist 
situation is unfair. Governments are 
spending greater sums on highways 
each year, and Peace River people 
pay their share, but are deprived of 
any possible chance of benefit. How- 
ever, with the help of Vancouver and 
Prince George and B. . Block 
M. P. H. A.’s, and splendid assistance 
from Cariboo and coast towns, sums 
have been raised to make it ible 
to cut'a trail and have a car through 
the pass by October. This should 

of a change in the 


e beginnin 
tourist situation. Dr. Ss A. Worth- 


ae is president 
M.P.H.A.; Mayor A. M. 
president of Prince Geor, 


and Frank M yD dent of the 
the | 


B. C. Block M. 

story of Monkman Pass 
trail-cutting en is an inspira- 
tional one of self-help, initiative and 
cooperation, prosecuted and financed 
for the most part bona fide farm- 
ers and their fa es, mostly people 
of limited means. 

These crusaders for the Monkman 
Pass Highway are confident that this 
cherished outlet to the sea will go 
through. To them a road never 
sleeps and it never dies. It is more 
important than mortals. So these 
people with vision work for it in 
order tha: the country in which they 


live will grow and prosper. 


“ba 


ject is now unlocking: Exquisite 
beauty—the irresistible magnet for 
tourists; teeming trout - fishing 
streams that have no equal; big game 
hunters’ paradise; and vast mineral 
wealth which without doubt awaits 
only the prospector’s pick. 

Though of national scope and of 
incalculable national worth, the 
pass is being opened solely and 
gratuitously by private citizens. 

“I would not encourage the high- 
way outlet,” said a friend; “it will 

hurt your auto camp business.” 
Short visioned! It often happens 
that what is expected to hinder busi- 
ness actually proves a stimulant in- 
stead. However, a true patriot is not 
confined to personal interests. He 
rejoices in his country’s develop- 
ment: What benefits e majority, 
benefits him; if not now, eventually; 
if not directly, indirectly. 

Enthusiasm is rising; and no more 
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Going Places? 


Do you want to know the best route to any 
place in Canada or the United States? 


will gladly send you 
with your 
write to 


E 
: 
E 
; 
| 
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THE NORTH 


route clearly 


Wes Bentley 


than a tide can it be stemmed. The 
backwash of public sentiment will 
at long last swash through the capi- 
tals; and then perforce the road will 
be accepted and quickly brought to 
stand : Our front driveway;—and 


Imperial Oil Agent 


Grande Prairie, Alberta 


OR 


Imperial Oil Touring 
Service 


Toronto 2, Canada 


xk**kk* 


IT IS TO BE HOPED THAT THE MONKMAN PASS 
HIGHWAY ROUTE WILL APPEAR ON OUR MAPS 
IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE, 
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ERN TRIBUNE 


Or otis 


because of its direct route, superb 
scenery, and other distinctive fea- 
tures,—the logical western lap of the 
transcontinental highway. 


We may safely predict, perhaps, 
that motor vehicular competition will 
then induce the railway interests to 
build the connecting railway link 
through that pass without further 
delay, just as the truck freight service 
over the Peace River Highway to and 
from Edmonton was quickly followed 
by the present improved rail service 
within our country. 

But meantime this gargantuan 
effort is a modern epic—an epic of 
heroism; and the generations to come 
will doubtlessly find it so chronicled 
in the history of the nation. 


FORWARD, THEN, COMRADES! 
ONWARD THROUGH THE PASS! 
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We 
up-to-date road maps 


marked. Just 
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when completed will be a big boost for the 
Peace River country 


Mother’s Bread 


is a big boost for the Peace River country. Mother’s 


The Grande Prairie Bakery 


Bakers of Mother’s Bread and Pastry 


Monkman Pass Highway | 
Home-made type bread every Saturday. Order from 
your grocer or from the bread wagon. 
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ALEX MONKMAN TELLS 


ABOUT LAKE SASKATOON 
HIS “OLD HOME TOWN” 
In a radio broadcast Alex. Monkman, 
discoverer of the Monkman Pasa route 
through the Rocky Mountains, gave 
the following facta about Lake Maska- 
toon, of which district he ia a pioneer: 
} ‘The district of Lake Saskatoon has 
not any particular advantage over 
other areas in the Peace River coun- 
try, either in financial status of its 
people or the topographical aspect, yet 
this district is by far the most well 
| known portion of the Veace Kiver area 
Of course we admit this is due in 
1 larwe measure to the efforte of Mr 
lierman Trelle, “The Whent Wizard 
but a country or a part of that coun 
try cannot thrive on the achievements 
of one man alone Lake Saskatoon isa 
}the oldest settlement in this north 
land and it is the most compact 
ac ttlied district itu original home 
ieaders being John Aleatad James 
MeFarlane, the Smith brothers, Leon 
wd) Konsehak Cooper Win Grant 
—_ a 7 7 ——— ad Leo Ferguson, Mr. Brough, Mr. Frewer 
; Eente hHiawkineson, Mr Treille Jack 
ABOVE—At the foot of these mountains nestles Monkman Lake itherland and myself 
It is through seenery like this that the Monkman Pass route The Hudson Bay Compan fin 
beginning at Stony Lake livading post was built on Bear Creeb 
AT THE LEFT -Valley of Monkman Creek. The creek is seen wind [near La Glace ok ~earegain = 
ing and falling. At this point in its course it plunges over 14 falls present owner of the land tere the 
ranging from 35 to 75 feet in ten miles old Hudson Bay site was 
| 1 built the first house it Lake 
_m —- _aeneenene |} Saskatoon in 18), the Hudson Ba 
| UM Heme | Chen moved to Lake Saskatoon in 
3 §/ 1901, The first land office was built 
; it Lake Saskatoon iso Lake SMaska- 
gj toon was the first town this far north 
3 ;to receive rovernment mail and = oiW 
Ff the enrly days Lake Saskatoon was the 
= | centre of attraction for all ernment 
: o tials and sightseers 
a | Many oldtimers will reeall that the 
€/ first sports was held at Lake Saska 
3 | toon This was a reat event in those 
S 3 | days Many folks brought their cows, 
a | oliic keene ind ometimes pigs to the 
= | «ports, staying for two or three days 
| OR] a The first publie school built in) the 
g | country was built at Lake Saskatoon, 
3 ind ot might also a that the first 
Sl} consolidated sehool was built in this 
$/ district and § till in operation” 
HANDLING EVERYTHING FOR THE : 


FARM AND HOME 


| You’ll Have 
To Hurry! 


Only a limited number 

extra copies of this 
Special Edition have been 
printed and advance orders 


Located in the centre of the Halcourt country | 
where the idea of the Monkman Pass ‘| | 
Highway had its birth. i of 


= | indicate that the supply 
3 | won't last long. To avoid 
| | disappointment get your 
l ur unne pi | extra copies at once. The 
bd S| cost is very reasonable: 
15 cents each, two for 25 
Proprietor cents, wrapped ready for 
mailing. 


The Growing and 
Merchandising of Seed Grain 


Is Our Business 


THIS BUSINESS IS NOW EXTENDING TO 
ALL THE PROVINCES OF THE DOMINION. 
WE BELIEVE IN PROGRESS AND WISH TO 
CONGRATULATE THOSE WHO ARE PRO- 
GRESSIVE ENOUGH TO PROMOTE A 
MONKMAWN PASS HIGHWAY, 


Peace River Co-op. Seed Growers 
Limited 


ROBT. COCHRANE, President W. J. THOMSON, Mgr. 


There’s Solid Comfort 
IN 


> ] 
Chevrolet's. 
SILENT | 
All-Steel Body 
Western Made for 


Enjoy a ride today. 


We have a car ready for you. 


MASTER COUPE $1,043 MASTER DELUXE COUPE _ $1,126 | 
MASTER ©OACH with Trunk 1,098 MASTER DELUXE COACH — 1,173 
MASTER SEDAN with Trunk — 1,179 MASTER DELUXE SEDAN 1,262 


Thomson-Dalgleish Ltd. 


Phone 183 Grande Prairie, Alta. 


Pre 5 ) 


Commercial Hotel 


GIROUX BROS. LTD., Proprietors 


: Modern In Every Way 
| Hot and Cold Wat2r On Every Floor 


Dining Room In Connection - Sample Rooms | 
i 
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, Giroux Bros. General Store 
| (Established 1912) 
: 
: 
: 


| 
| 
| 
2a) + © SL” TR ERE Hee REE. ETS 
The most modern store North of Edmonton 


| ae 


ONUN GHNUENNG, TUEDONEHONUNTOUAUNEERUES HVOF OED OR OS EEOHOT DOE HO OBO EHHED 


| point and the 
| people hesitated to invest in 


Bennett's Service 
Station 


UP-TO-DATE GARAGE 
In Charge of Experienced Mechanics 


Acetylene Welding 


BODY REPAIRS AND GENERAL 
CAR OVERHAULS 


We Handle 


B-A Gas 


Dominion 
Electric Power 


Co., Ltd. 


| 
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-McCreery Grocery 


We carry a complete line of 


GROCERIES 


All Standard Brands 


SOeRU Deo SOREL RENE PHL MHL TM Aa vs anantDS saa tnt renee oes 


— —————— 


| 
' 


We also carry a complete line of 


HARDWARE 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
SOFT DRINKS 
FRESH FRUIT AND VEGETABLES 


Everything For the Family Table 


A. MUNGALL, Mer. 


veusasata fans 4004 hs sobmaaunhvagygyncarP ageteanensecseusnannegscournmas: nt auassasusaetounceetuaigunneacesseersmed 


RAILWAY CENTRE OF THE 
NORTH COUNTRY 


north and west. 
Railway shops are a further im- 


annual flow of money, which is in- 

dicated in the quality of stores. 
The location of the town, over- 
sized 


delightful position, which its resi- | mo 
dents have taken advantage of. 

A _ wise provision was made in 
leaves ane of the original for- 
est give the town a most pleasing 
background. There 


sorial 


Up to 1930 there was some un- 
certainty as to the permanency of ! 
McLennan as a railway di | 
result was that the for 

modern 


qualified 


shops, operated ty competent ton- 


artists. 
The health of the town and dis- 
trict is in the hands of two highly 
doctors i 


Fitt 
| modern equipment, the hospital is in ‘ ple of this bustling 


’ S . 
ee nn eeepc." idiaegneeieneneiastinss iain 


Steeves’ 


MONKMAN PASS SPECIAL EOITION 


Pharmacy 


McLENNAN 


We carry a complete stock of Drugs and give 
special attention to Prescriptions 


Carrying all popular magazines and leading newspapers 
Mail Orders carefully and promptly filled 


H. R. STEEVES, Phm. C., Proprietor 
Motto: — ‘“‘Not How Cheap, But How Good” 


The Style and Gift Shop 


of incorpora 
| is now a live issue at McLennan, and 
| after the 


Conducted by 


MRS. A. C. LaRIVIERE 


READY-TO-WEAR DRESSES 


lic. 


three genera! stores, all 


Millinery and Notions 


for all occasions 


McLENNAN 


McLENNAN MOTORS 


U. C. T. GARAGE JUST OPENED 


anz one dentist. 
tal 


Green Gas. 


We give service between garage and hotel. 
expert mechanics to service all makes of cars, heated 
storage and livery service. 
and Ford cars and trucks. 


We have 


Agent for General Motors 
We handle B-A, Ethyl and 
FARINE BROS, Props. 


for POUCE COUPE 


An Oil and Gas Structure of vast potentialities, where large 


flowing wells can be expected from shallow depths. 


Our Guardian Oil Company No. 1 Well 


will be spudded in soon at Bonanza, on the crest of the Pouce Coupe 
Structure, to test all oil horizons down to 6,600 feet. Camp buildings 
and 116 foot steel derrick are already erected. Casing on the ground. 
Large Rotary Drilling Machine, especially equipped to handle heavy 


' as pressures is now being rigged up. This well is being drilled to 


bring in oil. 
Large Gushers Expected 


The foremost geologists of America have long believed that oil and 
gas pools of great size and richness should be found in the Pouce 
Coupe structure around 4,000 feet in depth. Ideal geoligical condi- 
tions indicate that vast accumulations of oil exist at Pouce Coupe at 
this comparatively shallow depth, in lower Cretaceous Sands. It is 
freely predicted that Pouce Coupe oil fie'd will one day rival or even 
surpass the great oil fields at Mexico and West Texas, where hundreds 
of wells have yielded flows of 25,000 to 250,000 barrels per day from 
each well. 


Prosperity From Oil 


With cheap gasoline and tractor fuel, the Peace River districts will 
awaken to new prosperity. Oil development builds cities, builds 
roads, brings industry, refineries, pipe lines, provides employment, 
and countless ofher material advantages. But greatest of all—-new oil 
fields bring fortunes to those who acquire early interests in the fields. 


Opportunity For All 


Today, there is opportunity for wealth and fortune for all at Pouce 
Coupe. In hundreds of the great American oil fields, millionaires have 
been made almost overnight when new pools were found. Pouce 
Coupe presents one of the greatest profit opportunities ever known in 
the history of Canada --- in ou, opinion. 


Write For. Free Booklet 


In order to show the vast possibilities for fortune of the Pouce Coupe 
Oil field---this last great oil frontier of America—-we have compiled an 
interesting booklet called “The Story of Pouce Coupe.” It contains 
maps, pictures and reports. Thousands of these booklets have been 
requested, and mailed to all parts of Canada. Requests continue to 
pour in. Do you want a copy of this valued booklet? Just write for 
a copy today. It will be mailed to you free of cost, and without 
obligation. 


Western Securities Ltd. 


200 LANCASTER BUILDING 


CALGARY, ALBERTA 


MONKMAN PARSE SPECIAL EDITION 


High Prairie 
Hardware 


RADIOS 
“Spartan - Victor - Addison 
ZENITH WASHING MA CHINES 
COMPLETE STOCK OF HARDWARE 


Plymouth and 
Dodge Cars 


SAM HARRIS 


Agent for 
JOHN DEERE FARM IMPLEMENTS 


INSURANCE 


Phone 2-Long High Prairie 


Ss. D. FEWANG 


High Prairie, Alberta 


Agents for 
McCORMICK-DEERING MACHINERY 
CHEVROLET AND OLDSMOBILE 
CARS AND TRUCKS 
B-A GAS, OILS AND GREASES 
TRUCK SERVICE IN CONNECTION 
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High Prairie Garage 


H. L. FAVINE, Proprietor 


FORD AND CHEVROLET 
Sales and Service 


Heated Storage Expert Mechanics 
Open Day and Night 


LIVERY SERVICE 
Cars Called For and Delivered 
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TRIANGLE STORE 


A. F. BROWN, Proprietor 


At the Junction of Peace River and Grande Prairie 
Highways 


GENERAL STORE AND RESTAURANT 
Confectionery-and Tobaccos 
FILLING STATION AND CABINS TO RENT 


J. O. NELSON 
GARAGE AND LIGHTING PLANT 


Bring your car troubles to me - Prompt Service 
Chopping Mill in Connection ‘ 
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H. H. MAY 
PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Stenic Work, Wall Pictures, Color Schemes 
Estimates Given HIGH PRAIRIE 
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Garden 


Off to one side of the Edmonton 
and Peace River Highway, the 
pe ce Prairie have been 

ta be built over the Wes 


further development 
will be registered ir. the near future. 

High Prairie is an important edu- 
cational centre, up to an including 
grade eleven being taught in the six- 
room school. Six vans trke the 
country pupils to and from school 
and when all the children assemble 
to be taken to their various homes 
the scene is dn interesting and ani- 
mated one, 

Business services of the town are 
complete and comprise the follow- 


smith one 
bakery, two restaurants, five imple- 
ment agencies, gas butors, 


lawyer. 

A detachment of the R.CM-P. 
looks after law and order. 

High Prairie is fortunate in having 
one of the finest hotels in the ‘Peace 
River country, where up-to-date ac- 
commodation is given with the max- 
imum of courtesy. 
An electric light plant furnishes 

service 


twenty-four-hour . 

Prairie has many fine homes, 
the prncens and lawns of which 
would do credit to town or city. 


The spiritual side of the town and 
district is in “the care of three 
churches, 


The above is just a brief summary 
of what constitutes the thriving and 
ambitious town of High Prairie. 

Alive to what pro rta- 
tion means, the peo are one hun- 
dred per cent back of the pro 
Monkman Pass 


“Let ev ey oe fis} stand 
er,” e 1 “and 
get the highway to the coast.” 


CROOKED CREEK 
DIST. AND HIGHWAY 


By Mre. J. F. Diemert 


No other part of this land of the 
ty Peace will be more benefited 


ME fuated 

ituated as we are about 46 miles 
east of Grande Prairie on the Stur- 
geon Lake cut-off to Edmonton, we 
would profit by the tourists coming 
north by way of Vancouver, over 
the old historic Yale-Cariboo Trail, 
through the Monkman Pass and into 
the great Peace River country, on 
through to Edmonton over an im- 
proved Edmonton highway, to visit 
the famous Canadian prairies. Here 
is a triangular tourist route which 
would in a short time become justly 
famous and attract thousands of pay- 


ae 
ith our fertile acres,—which are 
rapidly becoming settled with good 
farmers from the belt,—we are 
in need of a market for our produce, 
and we cannot afford to lose a third 
of our earnings by paying exorbitant 
freighting charges. A complete all- 
weather highway connecting us with 
Vancouver would make possible the 
operation of large motor transports, 
which in turn would establish new 
standards of speed and economy as 
far as the movement of freight and 
roduce are concerned. We would 
mefit by the return loads of fresh 


fruit, fish, etc. Again, motor buses 
w play a large in moving 
traffic t does not 

vel private automobile. Where 


buses are operating elsewhere 


attacked by ° 
be hoped it will never need 
used as an implement of war, 
it must be taken 


the talk 


READERS, ATTENTION ‘ 
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HIGH PRAIRIE AS SEEN FROM AN AEROPLANE 


What Will The Monkman Pass Road 


Mean To The Women Of Peace River? 


By Dale Randall 


To the thousands of women liv- 
ing in villages, on farms, and in 


isolated log cabins in the bush; 
women from eastern Canada, 
women from the States, women 


from central Europe, women from 
the British Isles across the sea; 
women who came hopefully to 
this land of promise and have re- 
mained here, unable to escape, 
even for a short visit, to the great 
outside world. 

What would it mean to load the 
family into the car some bright 
summer mo and go up the 
Monkman Pass Highway, to camp 
beside the cool green waters of a 
mountain stream cascading from 
the snow above; to go fishing in 
the frothy water among the huge 
rocks; and to see deer and moose 
and all wild life at home beside 
the unspoiled trail? 


Then to journey on and come 
suddenly into a sunny valley; 
to see crimson fruit - spangled 
branches and exclaim, “A Cherry 
Tree!” and eat freely of the lus- 
cious fruit for the .first time in 
twenty years! To see low and 
friendly apple trees propped to 
support their juicy wealth and 


join the children’s joy in the fact 
that apples grow on trees and not 
in boxes. 

To feel the heart - warming 
friendliness of the other travellers 
on the Highway and to make new 
friends as you go along is a joy 
that will og t. 

Surely the ghway will mean | 
heart-ease to the homesick ocean- 


| 


| 


lover as she breathes again the 
salt sea breezes or gathers shells 


while listening to the waves of the 
Pacific rushing on the sands. 

Finally, some happy night, to 
see again the flashing many- 
colored lights of a great city, to 
visit the beauty parlors and regain 
once more her confidence and 
and charm,—what more could any 
woman desire? 

Especially will the women of the 
North glory in the wealth of 
flowers — the perfect roses — and 
the whole new world of trees and 
vegetation unknown in the land of 
the Peace. 

Then, homeward bound, what 
fun to stop at the roadside stands 
to load the trailer with golden 
honey, luscious cherries, plums, 
apples, pears, apricots—-fruits the 
children never enjoyed before—all 
within reach of a Peace River 
pocketbook. Who can tell of what 
ingenious exchanges of northern 
produce for Pacific Coast goods the 
women will devise? 

Best of all—the home-coming— 
after rocky mountain passes and 
parched countrysides; after bald 
black hills of rock—your fertile 
green bush at home looks like 
Paradise—you are so full of home- 
coming joy that you greet lovingly 
the neighbor you haven't spoken to 
for ten years. Your horizon has 
broadened and you realize that 
although for twenty years you 
have been cooped in the North, the 
radio, the airplane and the news- 
paper have kept your mind bright 
to receive, at last, the blessing 
brought by the Monkman Pass 
Highway — recommunication with 
the world “outside.” 


HAZELMERE AND 
THE M.P. HIGHWAY 


By “Happy” 

The Monkman Pass highway comes 
as a most welcome project to the Haz- 
elmere district. It has changed our 
song trom, “We do net lve we only 
stay,” to, 
to live.” People who have moved 
away are coming back, and settlers are 
beginning to cast an eye in our direc- 
tion. 

The Hazelmere 
the Red Willow and the Wapiti about 
twenty-eight miles south-west from 


Beaverlodge. It is the last settlement 
the highway passes through in _ its 
route to the coast. The road as plan- 


ned will about centre the district. On 
the north side the land is practically 


all settled, and is gradually being dot- 
It has | 


ted with comfortable homes, 
been proven to be a successful grain 
growing and mixed farming area. To 
the south of the road more than th: 
half of the land is open to homestead- 
ing. The heavily wooded area may 
frighten the faint hearted yet it is to 
be remembered that wood is of sur- 
prising value nowadays, and should the 
highway come to be, clearing itself 
would become a money making propo- 
sition. There is plenty of good water. 
The land being drained by a creek 
flowing to the Red Willow river. The 
greatest drawback to this beautiful 
country of opportunity is its lack of 
transportation to some large commer- 
cial centre. It was the land of home- 
steads 20 years ago and is still today. 

Should the highway go through it 
would open up the country. Settlers 
would flock in to take up the land that 
has been slumbering all these years. 
The trees would be cleared away and 
the rich soil turned over. Now where 
only the wild Prairie flowers grow 


golden fields of wheat would sway. 
Beautiful homes would replace’ the 
rustic cabins Increased population 


would mean better schools and chur- 
The social standard would rap- 


idly be improved As over night we 
would find ourselves whirled into va 
modern existence, as compared with 


this present pioneering. Hazelmere 
would find its place in the world, help- 
ine to solve unemployment and meet- 
ing the needs of the human race, 

Not only is this an agricultural dis- 
trict, but it skirts the famous hunting 
ground of the north of Canada, We 
now boast the mountain guide Wapiti 
Brown, who has for years, taken mil- 
lionaires on thrilling hunting trips. 
Should the highway g0 through we 
may boast many more guides. This 
country would become a great attrac- 
tion for tourists: and with tourists 
comes the possibility of summer re- 
sorts and grand hotels, 

Let us deal with what the highway 
would mean in the matter of transpor- 
tation alone. We would no longer ship 
our grain and other products east, but 
to the west. We would take it over 
the highway by truck, From there it 
would only be a short distance by ratl 
to the ocean liner, Then at a very low 
cost it could be taken to any part of 
the world. The distance from Hazel- 
mere to Hansard, the point of rail, ts 
approximately one hundred and forty 
miles, At ap average rate of twenty- 
five miles an hour a loaded truck 
could make the trip in atx hours with 
time off for dinner, As we haul our 
grain now by team and wagon, we 
wouldn't be tn Beaverlodge in that 
time, much less have had dinner, You 
may ask why we do not truck our 
grain to Beaverlodge. The way the 
roads are kept it does not pay a truck 
driver to haul from out here; and the 
farmers need the littl money he can 
save on making the trip himself. When 
the farmer has made his long trip by 
wagon; where is he? Only in Beaver- 
lodge. His grain has yet to cross 
Canada by rail before it is loaded in 
the ocean liner and headed for the 
world market. What a difference in 


district lies between | 


| having taken soldiers’ grants 


the two routes. Peace River must 
have its outlet; if Hazelmere must 
give dances to get it. Imported yoods 
would be much cheaper, when they do 
not bear such freight rates, Fruits 
and vegetables would almost as 
easily obtained as if grew here 
That fact alone be reason 


be 
they 
should 


w Sadi dine and hen 'enough to build the highway. 
” e pla oO y « ope | 


The people of Hazelmevre are looking 
forward anxiously to the building of 
the road. There are the first 
who twenty years ago came out 
in search of homesteads and 


here 
have 


toiled all these years in hope of some- | 
To | 
ful- | 
filment of their dreams and their wish | 


thing better than 


them the highway 


pioneer 
would be 


days. 

the 
for their children, There are those 
To them 
the highway would bring undreamed of 
prosperity, Which = is more than 
their just reward, the young 
couples who have farming as 


their occupation and have taken lani 


no 
To 


chosen 


where it could only be obtained, ev 1 
though it meant sacrificing all thoy 
had known and turning to homestead- 
ing with no modern conveniences; no 
cars, no theatres, no churches; ths 
highway will be nothing short of o 
miracle, Only to the lone souls wh») 
have sought sanctum in this far off 
country will the highway come un- 


wanted. 


I believe the Monkman Pass highway | 
to this district than | 


would mean more 


it could possibly mean to any other 
Now, where we have with few exces. 
tions, the longest distance to marke’ 
in the Peace River country: we woulda 
then have the shortest It would be 


a ready market for our products, with 
reduced freight The 
would give us good roads 
we haven't yet had The 
would develop; more settlers 
mean improved 
an outlook for 


rates 


standards 
The 


and 
in 


social 


coming of tourists would encourage 
and enable us to build up our homes 
The fruits and vegetables it would 
make available would rmoean better 


health and stronger bodies to the com 
ing generation There be 
more long trips by wagon with anxious 


would no 


wives waiting beloved husbands re 
turn, Instead it would be a motor 
trip together to the city once in a 


while. A shopping tour for the family 
new sights and thrills that would make 
life seem worth living Thus to the] 
people of the Hazelmere district the 
highway would mean «@ symbol of 


prosperity and new happiness 


TEEPEE CREEK 
AND M. P. ROAD 


By “Atrosie”’ 

My district and the Monkman lass 
Highway are so closely affiliated as to 
leave on one the mark of any fluctua. 
tion of progress on the part of the 
other. No other project that we could 
engage in furthering could when com. 


pleted, benefit us to such an extent as | 


the successful completion of this high- 
way connecting us with tidewater, 
We could fancy our relations with 
this as similar to those of a private in- 
dividuals with a stock or bond com- 


pony in which he holds an interest. If 
he lets his payments drop he loses 
what considerable = effort he has 


already put forward and whit is more 
important, he will gain nothing by his 
former outlay. We are in the same 
boat. A road to Hansard now would 
benefit us for years to come, A woyv 
ernment promised road might never 
benefit this generation, No dividends 
will ever be paid us on a promise, but 
if we do not now lapse in our pay- 
ments, (of moral and material support 
of the M.P.H.) dividends shall be paid 
usa in tne near future, 

What of the result? Next year or 
the next, when a steady stream of 
commerce rolls over this highway, 
reaching fvom the heart of the Peace 
River country to the coast, either at 
Prince Rupert or Vancouver, we will 
be as much closer to the economical 
sea route to the world than Edmonton, 
as Edmonton is now closer than us. 

Now, @ vacation outside entails near- 


settlers | 


iitien 
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jhigh upkeep bills. 
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THE GARDEN 


of the NORTH 


Hotel 
Spaulding 


HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER 


BATH ROOM 


WELL LIGHTED AND COMFORTABLE 
BED ROOMS 


DINING ROOM IN CONNECTION 


C. S. Spaulding 


Proprietor 
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POPLPOUE POPPED, 
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C. A. NANTAIS 


Agent for Massey-Harris High Grade Farm Implement 


Imperial Oil Products and Grain Growers Twine 
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something | & 
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would | 


CAKES  - 
Fresh Daily 


A. R. WILLIAMS, Proprietor 


C., A. MAGE 


Machine Shop In Connection 


COCO 


High Prairie Cafe 


WIWCHAR, Proprietor 


Confectionery, Tobaccos, Ice Cream Parlor and Rooms 


SCOTTI eee ee ee ee 


High Prairie Bakery 


PASTRY 


PLL 


To 


COTTE OEE TE ed eee 


Garage 


E, Proprietor 
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Imperial Gas and Oils 


upsets 


COLONES 


STS 


By 


woe 


CUTTER 


High Prairie Grain Buyers 


For the Monkman Pass Highway 
H. L. CHRISTIE 
United Grain Growers 


W. L. McCORDICK 


Gillespie Grain Company 


MU 


ly four hundred miles of swaying and 
creaking train tide or almost the same 
distance by ear over bad hills, with 
ferries, alt generally seasoned with | 


Then we 


selves only at the door vi the dry 


| plains with miles of travel and climb- 


before we 
different 


really 
it 


wet 
would be 


any 
the 


ing ahead 
place blow 
other way 

A small portion of our travel to the 
west over wood roads that we prefer 
to the east over bad roads would see 
us at a@ port opening on all the world, 

British Columbia chieken farmers 
must buy thelr feed wheat from the 
inland wheat farmers, Under the pre- 
sent conditions they pay over twenty 
cents per ewt,, more for it than do the 
buyers in Japan, Hiow can that hap. 
pen? It wouldn't need to, if the proper 
system of trading existed between us 
and them 

Wheat that we get a dellar and forty 
a hundred for here should by no means 
accumulate another dollar or more in 
cost by the time it reaches a point tn 
B.C, only seven hundred miles away, 
A similar condition affects the fruit 
that we buy from these same points, 
with the added difference that it deter- 
joratea during the present journey, 

It is a fact that Mngiand can obtain 


a better class of fruit four thousand 
miles away in eastern Canada’ with 
less damage in transit than can we 


from a point only seven hundred miles 
away where fruit of as excellent qua- 
lity is grown. 

There is no reason why dealers in 
the Peace River could not barter for 
this fruit of better quality direct from 


TT 


find our- | 


3 

3 

3 
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the growers, via the Monkman Pass 

highway, to the mutual benefit of the 

B. C. fruit and chicken farmers and 
the Peace River grain growers, 


Ours is a very fertile district and we 
eould profitably indulge in farming of 
“a more varied type or on more special. 
ized lines if the necessary urban centre 
and consequent market for such pre- 
duce was within easy preach, Prine 
products have been grown right here 
in our district and recognition Hes but 


around the corner vin the Monkman 
Pass, 

The nearest mountain summer resort 
is Jasper” Park, ‘six hundred miles 


away. The natural playground opened 
up by the Monkman Pass is equal in 
all respects to the aforementioned gov- 
ernment park, has no expensive tiving 
costs attached and is only one hundred 
miles from our door, The scenery ts 
Just as grand, the fishing is just as 
good and there are no “keep off the 
grass” style of signs, 

We of the Peace River country 
would be by a completed M.P.M., with- 
in the handiest reach of two major 
seaports, Vancouver and Prince Rup- 
ert, or of two major and interesting 
citles, Vancouver and Victoria, It 
would strike one as being most plaus- 
ible that the Peace River country 
would form a natural agricultural hin- 
terland to Prince Rupert in its capa- 
city of seaport; much more so than 
any other farming country tn the wert 
which already have absorbing centres. 

liere's to the taste of fresh fruit, the 
kick of saltwater fish, and the general 
desirability of easy access to some- 
thing new, 
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Are You Planning NOW for Your Child’s Future ? 


Boys went to work at fourteen w 


“oe 


hen we were Inquire From Your Nearest Agent Today 


young We regarded this sort of thing as a mark 


of industry and character, and we 
little proud of it 


But today, education is the 


of every young man or Ever 


striving to find some means of provi 


tomorrow. 


were even a 


. H. SHEARER 


> J. TOOLBY..... 


H. W. V. Clarke be McFARLANE 


. A. TURNER..... 
Grande Prairie Office: Imperial Sank Blidge - HOGLUND 


JOHN PAUL ..........- 
H. KOELLN........ 


AGENTS: | ! 
e ..Po Co e B.C. | 
pes Sees ae | To Hurry! 


Spirit River, Alta. 
....Brownvale, Alta. 
Fairview. Alta. 
...Grande Prairie, Alta. 
Beaver Lodge, Alta. 
. Valhalla Centre, Alta. 


Yellowknife, N.W.T. 


Grande Prairie 
Is Solidly Behind 
M. P. H. Project 


For By J. E. Thomson, Chairman 
Of Transportation Committee Of 


Association requires the whole- 
| support of everybody, finan- 


THE NORTHERN TRIBUNE 


hearted 
| cially and otherwise, to continue the | 
lcutting of the trail and in their) 


| efforts tc induce our governments to 


the people this much nape 


If the people of the Peace River 
| country want this outlet, now is the 
time «to give their whole-hearted 
| support, as the objective is to com- 
| plete cutting of the trail to Hansard 
this summer.” 


You’li Have 


‘ -.ss+e+++-.Clairmont, Alta. 
ding this edu- Ww. R. ROBERTS........ 
eation for his children. He knows that an Educa- 
tional Policy is often the only way to insure a boy 
or girl a successful place in the business world of 


..Sexsmith. Alta. 


Only a liaited number 
of extra copies of this 
Special Edition have been 
printed and advance orders 
indicate that the supply 
won't last long. To avoid 
disappointment get your 


MUTUAL LIFE of CANADA |[) sti’ mens 


ESTABLISHED 1869 


Kitchen-preved savings like 
these come from kitchen- 
proved features like these! 


@ BIG GLASS . TOPPED 
HUMIDRAWER—Built-in hu- 
midity storage with extra large 
space for vegetables and fruits. 


@NEW COVERED 
MEAT-KEEPER—Keeps chops, 
steaks and roasts market-fresh 

+ conserves needed moisture. 


@ NEW SUPER - POWER 
FROSTER—Improved Ejecto- 
Cube Trays. ‘ 

@ WESTINGHOUSE 
HERMETICALLY 
SEALED MECHANISM 
—Safeguards your food 
the year ’round. 


HOME OFFICE: 


we —— 


S. WESTINGHOUSE 


Wirlial — CaM 


REFRIGERATOR 


15 cents each, two for 25 


WATERLOO, ONTARIO cents, wrapped ready for 


mailing. 


Th nue jE 


| 


Ten Year's Service To Grande Prairie! 


° MONKMAN PASS SPECIAL EDITION 


Did Someone 2? 
Think of the 
Monkman Pass ©®@ 


Many reasons can bé enumerated, but the founder had an idealism: 
“Where there is an ideal there is no fear. Hence they shail have 
success. Again, why do people think of SLOANE’S when they 
require: 


‘ 


Drugs - Prescriptions - Patents 
Kodaks - Films - Sundries 
Hot Water Bottles - Truses 


and 1,000 other items that is to be found in the well stocked Drug 
Store? Because there is an ideal: To maintain what the public 
need and give the needed service to o\1r good community. 


And again, why do we have REXALL PRODUCTS? Because 
your Rexall Store has in “puretest” goods the very high standards 
mainiained by REXALL for nearly half a century. 


Pay us a visit. Do your drug store shopping at SLOANE’S when in 
Grande Prairie. Meet your friends at our store. 


Remember SLOANE’S when you think of drug needs. 


We have also Gramaphones, Records and Needles. Also a few good 
Radios on hand. 


OUR MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT 
provides a direct to you service — take advantage of it. 


Quality is the determining factor at all times. We have the highest 
quality and uniformity, best service, fair prices and square dealing. 


At this particular season you require: 
COLD CREAMS - SUN TAN LOTION - HAND LOTIONS 


BATHING SHOES - BEACH BAGS - SUN GLASSES 
BATH CAPS -_ PICNIC EQUIPMENT 


They Are All at Our Drug Store 


SLOANE'S 


DRUG STORE 


“THE REXALL STORE” 
Grande Prairie, Alta. 


1928-1938 


The past ten year’s experience has convinced us that the Peace River district needs 


The Monkman Pass Highway 


and, that for a complete carefree kitchen, YOU need ... 


The Westinghouse Electric Roaster es 


AND THE 


Westinghouse Electric 


Refrigerator 


Visit our showroom today—see for yourself 
the modern magic of electric cooking and 
refrigeration as exemplified by Westing- 
house... and REMEMBER 


“Every House Needs 
Westinghouse” 
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Section Three __ 


L MOST WIDELY READ HOME PAPER OF THE PEACE RIV 


Grande Prairie, Alberta 


ER COU 


NTRY---“LAND OF HOPE AND BEAUTY” | 


Monkman Pass Special Edition 


“My District” and The Monkman Pass Highway 


Construction of the Monkman 
Pass Highway Would Allow 


P.R. People Outing To Coast 


By DO. E. Harris 


FIRST—Because it is the shortest 
route from the Peace River District 
to Pacific Coast markets by over 300 


| loops, 
| Okanagan Valley; crossing the U.S. 
| boundary at Oroville, Washington, 


and C.P.R. lines; also connecting 
there with the highway to Kam- 
North Thompson, and the 


miles, with lower grades and easier | with connections there for all United 


construction of highway or railway 
of any pass through the Canadian 
Rockies. 


* SECOND—A glance at the map 
shows it starts from the most south- 
erly and central point east and west 
of the vast Peace River District in 
a direct line towards Vancouver. 


THIRD—With only 132 miles to 
build from the British Columbia 
boundary to connect with the old 
historic Cariboo Highway of 400 
miles built by the federal govern~ 
ment between 1861 and 1864—from 
Fort Yale, head of navigation on the 
lower Fraser River, to the rich Cari- 
boo placer goldfields at Barkerville, 
where on Lightning and Williams 
Creeks around a hundred millions in 
gold was taken from some of the 
richest placer diggings ever found in 
America during the early sixties. 


FOURTH—At Quesnel the high- 
way turned east, following Light~ 
ning Creek a good part of the 63 
miles to Barkerville, the terminus, 
where almost overnight the mush- 
room city of 20,000 had: sprung up. 
Since 1912 the highway has been 
extended to Prince George, and in 
1936 was completed to Hansard, 40 
miles east, and connecting there with 
the Monkman Pass Highway would 
complete the highway link from the 
Peace River District to Vancouver. 
over one of the most historic and 


beautiful scenic routes in Canada; 
with tic waterfalls 50 feet 
er Niagara; with streams 


Dolly Varden trout; while through 
the valleys and along mountainsides 
roam unmolested = grizzly bears, 
moose, cariboo, goats and big horn 
sheep. What more could the big 
game hunter, fisherman or tourist 
expect from Mother Nature than can 
be found in this almost unknown 
area. 

FIFTH—The Monkman Pass High- 
way will cut off about 900 miles by 
at paged highway to Vancouver and 

ring us within 700 miles of Can- 
ada’s evergreen Pacific port, con-~ 
Tiécting at Ashcroft with both C.N.R 


Only Solution 


Monkman Pass Highway Is 


States points; and will put the Peace 
River District within 400 miles of 
the Qkanagan and Kamloops fruit 
orchards, where annually thousands 
of boxes of fruit rot on the ground, 
while our Peace River people do 
without, owing to the long round- 
about haul and prohibitive freight 
rates, when by the Monkman Pass 
route trucks could make the round 
trip from here to the orchards in 
about 48 hours, bringing the fruit 
s.esh instead of it being weeks in 
transit and in warehouses before it 
reaches us. 

SIXTH—As the Peace River peo- 
ple are contributing to highways in 
other parts of the province costing 
hundreds of thousands, built for the 
benefit of tourists only, and open for 
only a few months of the year, it 
would seem about time a highway 
outlet that is 4n absolute necessity 
was built for our 85,000 Peace River 
people, owing to the only present 
outlet being impassable for part of 
the year. 

SEVENTH—By the Monkman Pass 
eur grain could.be trucked to cen- 
tral British Columbia and Coast hog 
raisers and poultry men for less than 
half the domestic freight rate charged 
by the railways, with the powerful 
diesel trucks with trailers now used, 
that hanile loads of 100 tons on 

aved ro:ds. Returning, they could 
oad with fruit, tomatoes, onions, 
etc., from the Okanagan, and lumber, 
shingles and overseas merchandise 
from the Coast cities at about two- 
thirds the present prices on these 
commodities to our people, with at 
least 10 cents a bushel more for -our 
wheat and a like amount on other 
products for export. 

LAST, but not least, what an out- 
ing once a year for our. people would 
be this trip over the historic Cariboo 
Highway, unrivalled for scenic 
beauty, to Canada’s Pacific ports and 
evergreen playground, where East 
meets West in commerce from the 
world’s seven seas; where the broken 
skyline with snowy peaks ends 
abruptly, met by baimy breezes from 
the Pacific. 


To The Peace 


River Farmers’ Troubles 


By R. A. Given 
(Age 16) 


As we look over this beautiful 


country, 

Which has attracted so many of 
us to a quiet and peaceful 
home, 

We see the kinds of soil land 
locations 

Where some day we hope to see 
these long winding trails of 
mud changed to some great 

ghway. 

lonely solitude of 
wilderness changed to fields 
of waving grain. 

We hope to see this great Peace 
River one of the greatest 

wheat growing countries in 
the world. 


Zipp! Zipp! There go those ques~- 
tions flashing by again: What is the 
Monkman Pass? Where is it and 
what good is it going to do me or 
my district? Who found it and 
when? And, how is it being built? 


Well, first let’s discuss the Peace 
River country. its good points and 
bad points, its crops, and al] the 
questions that “crop up,” as the say~- 
ing is. 

The Peace River country is situ- 
ated in northwestern Alberta and 
northeastern British Columbia, the 
centre of it about 400 miles north of 
Edmonton. It has a population of 
about 80,000 and an area of about 
47 million acres of good agricultural 
land that will give a good yield of 
almost any kind of grain. In 1926 
a Grande Prairie field of 15 acres 

elded 1,059 bushels, an average of 

0 bushels per acre. A field of new 
breaking in the same district yielded 
61 bushels per acre, and this year 
my own oat crop went 75 bushels 

r acre. Herman Trelle cf Wem- 
Bley has won many world champion- 
ships for his wheat and_ Robert 
Cochrane of Grande Prairie has won 
world championships for his timothy 
seed, The Peace | “iy Bane. \~! Ape’ 
many good po! g plenty o 
rain and the land if it was put down 
to h for a few years would give 
even better yields of grain. But this 


coun has no good markets; that’s 
why Monkman Pass Highway is 
being built—to get a road to Van- 
couver that is shorter than the 


present route, which goes around by 


way ot Edmonton, 


At Beaver e there is an ex-~- 
ental substa with Mr. W. 

. Albright in charge, and he ex- 
ts with the different grains 


and grasses, the feeding of hogs and 


cattle and othcr important things 
that might be of benefit to the 
farmers 


of the country. 


But now let’s see about those 
ions that are bothering us. The 

Pass Highway is the one 

and only solution to the Peace River 
farmer's troubles—it will bring him | 
in closer contact with the Vancouver 
start at Grande 


) ie wa = Let's 
and follow Monkman 


eect tesa SS 


Pass route to Hansard. From Grande 
Prairie it goes to Beaver Lodge, Hal- 
court, Rio Grande, Stony Lake, 
Kinuseo Falls and down Monkman 
Creek and Murray River to Hansard, 
where there is a gravelled road to 
Vancouver via Prince George. Only 
188 miles of easily constructed road 
would link the 80,000 people of the 
Peace River country with the C.N.R. 
line at Aleza Lake in B.C., which is 
less than 600 miles from Vancouver. 


Alexander Monkman, a grand old 
gentleman of 70 winters, the man 
who has done more for the people of 
the “last Great West” than perhaps 
any other man has or possibly ever 
will do, came to the Peace River 
country in 1897 by ox-cart to find a 
suitable site for a trading post. This 
he established at or near Lake Sas- 
katoon. He passed through Grande 
Prairie when there was only a few 
teepee poles to mark the spot. Later 
he took up ranching, but as the set- 
tlers came in and the country got 
more settled he started trapping and 
in 1922, when he found a Grand 
Trunk survey of 1904-5 on the Her- 
rick Rive: in British Columbia he 
realized that he had come through 
the lowest and easiest pass north of 
the 49th parallel. In 1923 he pur- 
suaded a C.N.R. reconnaisance en- 
gineer, Murray Hill, to make a trip 
through the Monkman Pass. Mr. 
Hill’s report was favorable, but the 
matter of railways went no further. 


But the settlers of the Peace River 
stand united and never before in any 
country has there been shown such 
a spirit of cooperation. The people 
of this country were promised a 
coast outlet by the different political 
parties, but these promises have 
never been fulfilled. When the de- 
pression came on in '30 the people 
thought the government had enough 
to do looking after the relief prob- 
lem, so they forgot the Outlet for 
a while; but when they thought the 
time was ripe for their Outlet the 
governinent re to fulfil its 
promise, so now they’re cutting their 
own Outlet by way of the Monkman 
Pass. In 1936 thirteen of the old- 
timers, including Alex Monkman 
and Art Smith, met and decided to 
try to cut a road to Vancouver, with 
the hope that the government would 
step in and finish what the settlers 
have started. In June of 1937 twenty 
real Peace River spirited men went 
to work on the new road and on 
September 20 the first motor vehicle 
stood on the shore of Stony 
some 60 miles from where the work 
had begun. It was a two-ton truck 
with seventeen passengers aboard, 
who had made the trip with little 
difficulty. ™™ the fall work was 
suspended «..iil the spring, and now 
that spring is here the men aré al- 
ready at work and soon 30 more 
join the ones that are there tu help 
cut purt of the road. This fall they 
say that they are going to drive a 
rod from Grande Prairie through the 


onkman Paass and down the main 


Ss SSS shes sesso 


i father is a real Canuck. 
|ing rather Moody today after eating 


street in Vancouver. All winter long 
the Monkman Pass Highway Asso- 


ciation has been raising funds, the | 


districts are sponsoring dances, and 
Association men show pictures taken 
along the trail. The men working on 
the road are working free of charge 
because they are cutting the road to 
a better market for their produce. 


Now what good is it going to do 
my district or the Peace River coun- 
try. First, it is about 1,700 miles to 
Vancouver by way of Edmonton and 
Calgary, while by way of the Monk- 
man Pass it is about 700 miles. Now 
there is about 10 million bushels of 
Wneat grown in the Peace 


30 cents below the Vancouver prices. 
Tnat means that the Peace River 
farmer pays $3,000,000, for what? 
Merely getuing nis grain to market. 
That's just another reason why we 
want the Monkman Pass Highway— 
it would cut off about 1,0U0 mules 
that the farmer must ship his grain 
to get it to tidewater, so il this high- 
Way were put through it wouid save 
the farmers of my district and the 
whole of the Peace River country a 
large sum of money. This road 
would mean that most of our goods 
from tidewater would be a lot 
cheaper. If people will go to see 
Niagara Falis that have a drop of 


River | 
country and the price here is avout! 


| 


r 


160 teet, don’t you think they would | 
go to see Kinuseo Falls that have a/| 


arop of 210 feet and are 150 yards 
across? That would mean a tourist 
business, and so collect a revenue. 
My district would get a share in 
that. The Monkman Pass Highway 
would help to open up our natural 
resources that are very extensive; it 


would open up new hunting and farm | 
lands; it would open up new fishing | 


waters that abound with trout. ..4: 


we ship our grain to Edmonton we | 


are on a consumer’s market, but 
when the Morkman Pass Highway 
is completed aud we ship our grain 
to Vancouver we will be on a pro- 
ducer’s market: That will mean a 


be able to ship our grain to the in- 
terior of B. C. and bring back a load 
of fruit that is now so hard to get. 


So we find that the Monkman 
Pass Highway would save the farm- 
ers of the Peace River and my dis- 
trict many thousands of dollars. Yes, 
it would save money for the people 
of this “God-forsaken country,” as 
it is sometimes termed by the people 
of the outside world, but in which 
live people of great integrity and un- 
dying spirit, who are cutting their 
own road to the sea, 


Surely Alex Monkman, the man 


| first trip through to the Pacific Coast 
better price for our grain. We would | Pp € ek ee 
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ALONG THE WAPITI NEAR PIPE STONE CREEK 


Link Between The Peace River 


And Coast Would Be Supplied 
By Monkman Pass Highway 


By Jean Mackie 


of 


“I hear the tide of pioneers 
Of cities yet to be, 
The first low wash of waves 
Where soon shall roll a human 
sea.” 
Whittier. 


The prophecies forecast in this in 
verse have never been more vividly 
and romantically fulfilled than in 
the history of the Peace River coun- 
try. From the time of Mackenzie's 


approximately one hundred = and 
fifty years ago, the population of this 
country has steadily increased. Its 
primary industry then, of course, 
was tur-trading and trapping. From 
the few followers of this trade in 
1800 to the present population of 
80,000 we have an intensely inter- 
esting drama of hardships and de- 
velopment. 

The Peace River 
main artery of trade 
munication. Primitive but. suffi- 
cient! As the city of Edmonton 
grew in importance the channels of 


itself was the 


and com- 


| trade drifted that way, until it soon 


who has done so much for the peo- | 


ple of this country, will go down in 
history as a great discoverer and the 
founder of the Monkman Pass High- 
way and who led the people “on to 
the Pacific’ when the government 
refused to aid them and whose 
slogans are “On to the Pacific” and 
“If you want a road you must build 
it yourself, not wait on the govern- 
ments or the railroad companies.” 


“My District” 


Guess Which and Who 


Percy and Sylvester left their 
Homestead one evening at Twilight 
to seek a spot by the Red Willow 
where the Beaver Lodge. 

After crossing Two Rivers and 
climbing a steep Mountain Trail they 
suddenly overtook Claire Mont. Let 
us walk along with them and listen 
to the conversation of the trio. 


Percy to Claire: “Oh, hello! What 
is your Sexsmith?” 

Claire (coldly): ‘Don’t be so 
Faust, young Falher. I am just a 


lass from Richmond Hill, but my 
I am feel- 


Currie for dinner—it has given me a 
Bad Heart attack.” 

Percy: “Follow us, fair maiden, 
and keep a stiff Tupper lip, we will 


| give you Somme water from Crystal 


Creek and maybe find you a Blue- 
berry or a Saskatoqn unless Simon- 
ette them all.” : 

Claire: ‘‘How Smoky it is! It was 
Albright and beautiful when I left 
Vailey View, with a Bluesky over- 
head.” 

Sylvester: “Yes, it is Smoky, but 
you can’t blame me for it, my Pipe- 
stone cold, but I guess it’s just old 
Hal Court taking a Flying Shot at a 
Sturgeon in Crooked Creek, and he 
always shakes like an Aspen Ridge.” 

Ciaire (angeily): “Demmitti” i 
wonder where McHenry is? I feel 
so tired since Woking Five Mile and 
McHenry is never where I Wanham!” 


Percy: “Claire, do you know your 
Brown Vale is torn?” 

Claire: “Yes, I did that this mor- 
ning when I was unfastening DeBolt 
of my Teepee.” 

Percy: “Wa’a'pity! You should 
have used my Shythe, it was hang- 
ing on the Cornwall.” 

Sylvester: “How much is that 
Eimworth? It’s the best I have seen 
in this Grande Prairie. Let’s light a 
fire beneath it and watch its Lym- 
burn.” 

Percy: “No, No! Don’t!! That tree 
belongs to Hu Allen. He gave me a 
Hinton the Trail the other day that 
he had sold it to Rycroft, who was 
hiring Ed’e Sons to Rolla it away!” 

Claire: “How Molde of him to spoil 
this Fairview by cutting it and the 
Ashdown; somebr 
paw at his Brais'ard. However the 
wicked flourish like a green Bay 
Tree, but all of us have to cross La 
Glace of the Spirit River before we 
reach Vathalia. 

Percy: “Yes, and after we have 
fought 8t. John, let’s hope the Monk- 
man will let us Paes in time to ob- 
tain a ecaing View of 
George. They “ll me it’s a Rilo 
Grande sight.” 

All together: ‘“Let’s shake Hans 
ard on that wish.” 


| for agriculture. 


output has exceeded 10,000,000 bush- | goal and that ambition is recognized 


| ural gas and oil wells. 


dy must have Ita- | 


Prince. 


became known as the 
the North.” The famous trails 
Athabasca 


“Gateway of 


To residents of Peace River statis- 
tics of its area, resources, attractions, 
etc., are familiar, Its area 
prising nearly 145,000 square miles, 
of which 6,000,000 acres are suitable 
Already its grain 


els. Specializing in grain, legumes 
and stock has proved exceptionally 
profitable. An abundance of coal 
has been established. The possi- 
bilities rank high for potential 
waterpower mineral deposits, nat- 
Including its 
proximity to the bituminous sands 
and the minerals of the Far North, 
we have an unusually rich accumu- 
latilon of natural resources. Due to 
lack of development these are, as 
yet, in a dormant state. 

Man’s interference has made very 
little impression on the _ peerless 
efforts of Nature’s handiwork, thus 
offering to the outdoor-loving tourist 
a landscape that ‘“’twas ever thus.” 
The climate is stimulating and con- 
ducive to enterprise. The altitude is 
fairly high, average 2,500 feet above 


sea-level. There is sufficient pre- 
cipitation to meet all needs of the 
country. 

All this is east of the Rockies! 


West, we have entirely different con- 


ditions th heve led to the produc- | 


| still 


| did. 
|; country 


of 5 
and of Edson then came | 
into existence, the rigorous trials and | 
triumphs of each holding an unfail- | 
| ing interest to settlers of later years. 


| 


com- | 


tion of fru: nd domestic require- 
ments. jritisn Columbia—-a land of 
minerals and fruits and fish, large 
and growing s. ports, seething with 


that if linked 
district would pro- | 


world trade. (ssets 


with those of ou 


vide opportunity 1 trade with not | 
only the Coast pro ince itself but) 
with that of all the wld, 


The proposed Monkman Pass 
Highway would ably fulfil this link, 
Geographically, the route is the 
natural drain of the entire Peace 
River country to that work seaport 
and city with a great future Van- | 
couver! 

rom an economic standpoint is 
the most favorable of any throush, 
the Rockies--the route is short, aj- 
proximately 132 miles of virgin cut- 
ting. The Pass itself is of the lowest, | 
only 3,550 feet above sea level, or! 
less than 1,500 feet above the aver- 
age altitude of the Peace River 
country. It is of sufficient width to 
prevent blocking by winter snows, 
Gravel is available all along the 
naturally firm roadbed. 

Its scenic and tourist attractions 


‘rival those of any highway on the 


North American continent. Ideal 
locations for tourist resorts and 
hunting lodges are found anywhere 
along the route. Excellent fishing 
and wild fruits in abundance. The 
rivers give great promise of poten- 
tial waterpower, including the Kinu- 
seo Falls on the Murray River, which 
is also an appealing beauty spot. Of 
what material value to us are all 
these qualities if inaccessible to the 
money-spending tourist? 

The commercial valne of this high- 
way would depend on the type of 
surface applied If hard-surfaced to 
accommodate the heavies of modern 
trucks and vans, tuen road trans- 
portation of the products of this dis- 
trict to the Coast and vice versa 
could be carried on at a much re- 
duced freight rate as compared to 
that of the railway. A gravel surface 
would limit the weight of loads car- 
ried, thus increasing the cost of 
transportation. Whichever it is to} 
be rests on the cooperation received 
frum the Peace River people. | 


Its strategic position in the event 
Canada being attacked by an 
enemy is a strong factor in favor of 
its construction. It is to be hoped 


| that it will never have to be used as 


an implement of war but, neverthe- 


less, its value must not be over- 
looked. 
The Monkman Pass Highway 


would provide one more link of the 
Trans-Canada Highway, which is 
under construction. A tour of 
Canada would not be complete if it 
not include the Peace River 
(and that means us, too). 
With the increase in the extent of 
the drought-stricken area of the 
West, the country of the Peace is 
fast becoming the main source of 
Canada's agricultural revenue — al- 
ready the main output has exceeded 
10,000,000 bushels. After crossing 
through hundreds of miles of dust- 


| blown, grassless areas, what a sight 
| to 


ease the sore heart is Peace 
River’s lush green rooling landscape. 

Besides being a money-back guar- 
antee to us, it would make frequent 
pleasure trips within the reach of 
many. An occasional week-end at 
the Coast would be the ideal boon to 


the busy farmer, who can _ rarely 
spare a long holiday. 
After long years of cautious 


thought and calculation we obtained 
an inlet into our district in 1916 in 
the form of a railroad. Present-day 
methods of speedy communication 
should cut down on time needed to 
start the “wheels of action grinding” 
an outlet. We are 80,000 strong and 


j}each one can do his “bit” toward 
achieving this goal. Ambition is 
stimulated by striving for «. certain 


only when it is made active. 

The Peace River country his been 
and still is a land of pioneers. ‘Tie 
first pioneers settled here, realized 
the potential values of the country, 
then agitated for an inlet and were 
granted one. Their strivings were 
built on promises of developmeitt. 
Ours are, too, but in a slightly dif- 
ferent manner. We are going to- 
wards a land already rich and de- 
veloped in the qualities we desire. 
We are extending an invitation to 
commerce to flow through our coun- 
try. The old pioneers have passed 
on the “torch”’—are we going to 
“hold it high’? 

* ” oo te a 

Alexander Mackenzie’s spirit en- 
courages the progress of the con- 
struction of this highway, over 
shortest, easiest route to the sea 
and salutes the foresight of his kin- 
dred follower — Alexander Monk- 
man. 


PEORIA MAN TELLS BENEFIT 
OF MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY 


By W. H. Mozlay 


The people of the Peace River 
country are making a great effort 
for an outlet directly to British 


Columbia which wil! give its citizens 
a more extensive experience of the 


world. Shortening of transportation 
routes to the sea coast will enable 
people to realize an education by 
comparison and contact with condi- 
tions, that now they only know by 
literature. To view the ever-chang- 
|ing ocean, the ships moving so 
life-like upon the sea, the docked 
vessels loading and discharging 
‘their cargoes of such varied mer- 


chandise. The Monkman Pass High- 
way will give Peace River people an 
opportunity for all this, whereas in 
the past the railway route was ex- 
clusive. The Monkman Pass High- 
way will be socially and econom- 
ically of great benefit to the pro- 
ducers of farm products, markets 


increased in number, less expense in | 


transportation and improvement gen- 
erally. 

Long live the present enthusiasm 
for the M. P. H. 


FARM LAND VALVES 


Farm laud values in the Peace 
River country are lower than the 
avevage for Canada as a whole, the 
average value of occupied farm lands 
in Canada being estimated at $24 per 
acre for the third year in succession. 
Farm land vi..ues have been declin- 
ing since 1928, when they were re- 
ported at $38 per acre. A low point 
of $23 per acre was reached in 1934 
and an increase to $24 occurred in 
1935, since when the values for 


| Canada as a whole have remained at 
| that figure. 
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Only a Mmited number of 
ex.ra copies of this issue 
heave been printed, so order 
what you need at once and 
avoid disappointment. 
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With Highway Completed This 


Vast Country Would Be Happy 
Land For Holiday Seekers 


By M. C. Wright 


That many benefits can be derived 
by this Peace River country from the 
Monkman Pass Highway is most ap- 


parent. These benefits, I feel, apply 
as much to each district of this 
country, whatever its geopraphical 


relation to the highway may be, as 
to those lying closest to the highway 

I would suggest that the most im- 
portant benefit derived by all is 
from the fact that since the inception 
of the original idea new life and 
hope have been put into everyone of 
this country who desires its internal 
development and external recogni- 
tion, 

This country has, in the past, suf- 
fered from the feeling, also a fact, 
of being closed off from its nearest 
and most natural marketing point 
the Pacific Coast and Vancouver 
harbor. This fact has been a great 
discouragement to the people from 
developing and producing those re- 
sources of which we have such a 
bounteous supply in this country. 

At present we have only one door 
to this great granary of ours and any 
exit of persons or commodities must 
at present be made to a point inland 
before any connection can be estab- 
lished with the western seaboard. 
And this seaboard, actually a dis- 
tance west of a little over seven 
hundred miles, can at present only 
be reached after covering nearly 
twice that distance. With the Monk- 
man Pass Highway completed we 
can ship logically to the west into 
British Columbia, where at Hansard 
railroad connection is made to the 
Pacific Coast. 

But not only can this highway be 
so beneficial to us all as an exit, it 
is as much so as an entrance. Surely 
we are justified in assuming that 
the country will draw visitors and 
prospective settlers from the west’ 
This highway can become the finest 
invitation to our neighbors, who, if 
we are to develop our own country, 


we must get to know and whose 
preblems and hopes we must share 
This highway could also stimulate 


the interest of those lying to the east 
and south of us. The country 


| through which the highway will pas: 
| offers examples of some of the most 


beautiful scenery in Canada, scenery 
which those of us here and many 
outside if we are to see it must now 
go to the most expensive and popu- 
lated centres of tourist trade. 

As a happy hunting ground for the 
disciples of Nimrod this country has 
much to offer and each year wel- 
comes many to enjoy its sport. These 
people must now travel many weary 
miles out of their way before reach- 
ing their destinations. This highway 
could become a direct entrance to 
those coming from the United States 
by way of Vancouver. If we are to 
count the pecuniary benefits derived 
from these visitors, as we must 
necessarily do, we see at once that 
those same benefits now taken by 
those outside this country can, as is 
only right, be hereafter taken by us. 


vast country would become a happy 


land for summer holiday makers. At | 


present the way into this country is 
of such a tortuous nature that it is 
avoided as much as possible, par- 
ticularly when a persen is obliged 
to return over the same route, With 
an outlet, passing as it will through 
most beautiful scenery, this country 


will be visited and enjoyed, passed 
through from end to end, and left 
| with the visitors still facing ahead 


}and able to continue on a round trip 


to their starting point. 


And again, with this highway 
completed it should serve as a great 
inducement to the federal powers to 
bring a trans - Canada highway 
through our country, which would 
be in fact a most logical route. They 
would have one big link in thei: 
chain already operating 

At this time of writing there is 


much beings done towards the objec 


tive of forming this country into a 
separate province, with its own 
rights. If such an objective were to 
become a fact, how important it 
would be to have connections with 
our neighboring provinces, This 
could only be done by the construc 
tion of a highway. 

And so with this highway com- 
pleted and operating railroad au- 
thorities would feel the necessity to 
continue their road to link with 
western lines. And thus another 


purpose 
the Monkman Pass Highway. 

As much as we can gain 
increase of business from such a 
highway, great benefit can be de- 
rived from it for the morale of the 
people of this country. Such seems 


by an 


already to be the case, judging from | 


the response this project is getting 
from the people. And I do not feel 
that this is due entirely to the fact 


that the people feel the necessity of | 
such a highway, but that the pride | 


they have in their country and the 
hopes they cherish for its ultimate 
good are such that they, realizing 
their needs, are willing and capable 
of putting through a project which 
when completed will enable them to 
acquire their needs. 

If in time government assistance 
is given, it will not be because the 
people pleaded for it-—-it will be be- 
cause the government realize the 
scheme is sound, not only as a 
means of developing this country but 
for the province as a whole in its 


relations with its western neighbors. | 


That times and living conditions 
are hard should never be advanced 
as a reason for discontinuing such a 


wuuld lave been served by | 


project. It should, in fact, be an 
encouragement to continue, as by 
doing with the ultimate comple- 
tion of such a highway, conditions 
of business and strength of morale 
would be restored, 

Already we have seen and have 
been duly gratetul for the support 
of those lying to the west of us. That 
this support and interest is moti- 
vated by genuine interest is an un- 
doubted fact. They are as much 
concerned with the success of this 
highway as we are, for the benefits 
to them would be numerous and in 
many cases similar, The fact that 
we are receiving this support from 
those with whom we intend to form 
a chain should be the greatest spur 
to our efforts, it undoubtedly 
proves that this land is of value, not 
only to ourselves but to our neigh- 
bors. 

I have tried to 
limited space, a few 
sider to be the 
rived from an 


30, 


as 


show, within a 
of what I con- 
Zieatest assets de- 
outlet highway. I 
hope that I have shown, that which 
I most earnestly believe, that with- 
out such a highway this country can 
never develop, but its growth may in 


fact be grievously retarded, 

To consider new how the district 
in which I live could benefit from 
this highway. This district of Pipe- 
stone Creek and Wapiti lies only a 


few miles south of the present high- 
way. It is a starting point of hunt- 
ing and prospecting parties going 
west into the mountains. A govern- 
ment terry is operated here at the 
Wapiti crossing. South of the river 
is a good farming country already 
containing several families. Visitors 
and prospective settlers are at pres- 
ent handicapped by that same diffi- 
culty of entrance which, in the case 
ot visitors, means going out the same 


way, and in the case of the pros- 
pective settler a feeling of having 
run himself into a corner. Add to 
that the fact of being in one of the 
southern extremities of the Peace 
River country, a half day’s journey 
over country roads to the railroad, 


which in turn is not 
and takes produce 
not forwards out of the country, and 
you will see how this district, as 
others, will be the more easily served 
by a western direct outlet. 

The southern portion of this dis- 
trict, Known as Wapiti, lies across 
the Wapiti River and passing through 
it is the direct pack trail to the 
mountains. This district is one of 
great possibilities as a large farming 


always reliable, 
backwards and 


community, but its development is 
greatly retarded by its inaccessi- 
bility. Good government roads, 


easier grades on the new precipitous 
Wapiti banks are needed to open 
this district. But what fact or facts 
will allow for such improvement! 
The Monkman Pass Highway will 
run to the British Columbia town of 
Hansard, with Prince George quick- 
ly reached from there. This offi- 
cially recognized peck trail, starting 
here at Wapiti, also runs out to 


| Prince George and Hansard, having 
‘ | passed 
With this highway completed this | 


through fine 
incomparakle 


game country 


with mountain scen- 


ery. 


Thus a perfect entrance and ewit 


| is formed, and parties going in to the 


interior country at this point can 
either proceed west to Vancouver 
and the United States, or return to 


their starting point by the Monkman 
Pass Highway, keeping throughout 
their entire journey in holiday and 
sportung country 


With this country made practical, 
Visitors would be encouraged to 
come in and local conditions, de- 
pending tor thei improvement on 
whether or not they aie justifiable, 
would necessarily benefit as condi- 
tions of transport as they exist at 
present would never be tolerated by 
Visitors paying big prices to come to 
these parts, 

Settlers also, now hy vould be 
encouraged to make the homes 
here, having gained urance that 
this country was being improved 
and that it was being universally 
recognized as a logical point to start 


mountain and hunt- 
ing grounds, 


This inerease of settlers would im- 


fol exploration 


prove conditions for those of us 
already here, if for no other reasons 
than those of clearing off of land, 


importation of stock and machinery, 
and increase of population, which in 


the case of children would mean 
necessary changes and improve- 
ments to present educational facili- 
ties. 

These improvements to this dis- 
trict can only be realized if and 
when the country justifies them. 


And they will be justified when it is 
recognized that this is a part of the 
country with numerous attractions 
for transient visitors and prospective 
settlers. And this will be fact if the 
Monkman Pass Highway is com- 
pleted, for it will form a direct con- 
tact with our present trail to Han- 
sard, thereby linking this south 
country into one complete chain, 

Conditions in this locality can only 
be improved when the country of 
which it is part becomes more widely 
recognized and sought after. When 
people can come into it to enjoy its 
sport and its beauty. This district 
of Pipestone and Wapiti enjoys both 
these qualities. An influx of set- 
tlers will only begin when they know 
they have an easy access to a mar- 
ket and an easy way in for fvood- 
stuffs and merchendise generally. 
We have muci: good land to offer 
these people and would welcome 
them. With the Monkman 
Highway a reality, we would be as- 
sured of these benefits to our de- 
velopment and progress. 
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T= village of Sexsmith is located Be waxy : ers 
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13 miles north of Grande Prairie 

on the highway to Dunvegan and 
Peace River. Although only boasting 
a population of 300 people, Sexsmith 
serves one of the largest and most im- 
portant districts south of the Peace 
River. It is the shopping and ship-, 
ping centre of an area that embraces 
territory several miles to the south, to 
the Rycroft area, 30 miles north; to 
Valhalla, 30 miles wert; and east to/_ 
the Smoky 20 miles. Not only is that 
area large in extent, it is one of the 
richest and most diversified in the 
Peace River country. Besides’ the 
rich farming lands which produce 
grain and livestock in quantity and 
quality, it is the shipping centre of the 
famous Valhalla dairy output. It is 
the centre of a lumbering industry 
that has only scratched the surface of 
its possibilities. And it still has 
homestead lands to develop for those 
who are of the pioneer breed. 

Then you ask, what is it waiting 
for? With all those riches at her very 
door, why hasn't Sexsmith gone places 
in a bigger way? Why aren't there 
thriving hives of industry and the 
population of a city? Well, as every 
Peace River resident knows, there is 
the problem of transportation. We 
must ship hundreds of miles by a 
roundabout way to Edmonion, an in- 
land city that must, in turn, ship our 
produce more hundreds of miles to the 
coast. That problem alone has held 
back our district and the whole coun- 
try. All that has kept it growing-and 
alive at all has been the unquenchable 
faith of the pioneers that the long 
promised outlet to the sea would be 
upmuntenvapenenieseneuaereeteneneuaenenieenevencasanpersunens ti sieneeneenecerayveutsenseanenrr ss C1tU LEREOBERLEDSORLUELOCDCLICACOCLEDIADEDELSROOCHETOE OU A AUELUOREEOEEOOELA, CHEEDEUED TUDE T AOD built. For years we fed upon vague 
promises without substantiation. Now, 
we are again fired with hope, but this 
time it is built on something concrete. 
The Monkman Pass Highway Associa- 
tion has given new impetus to our 
life and work. Here is something 
solid to get our teeth into and never 
let go until our produce starts rumbl- 
ing in huge trucks over the Monkman 
Pass into Prince George and thence 
to Vancouver. That's what the Monk- 
man Pass means to Sexsmith and dis- 
trict. 

Back in the “trail” days of 1%11-12, 
there came into the vast park-land 
area around what is now Sexsmith, a 
sturdy band of pioneers who were 
willing to brave the hardships of 
homesteading, the long distance “out- 

: e 9 side,” for they were practically cut-off 
Smith Ss rug tore from the rest of the province except 
for the winter overland trail to Edson, 

all the comforts to which they had 

‘ REXALL ” been accustomed because they believ- 

‘THE STORE ed in the promises of railways and 

governments that a rail outlet to the 
Pacific was absolutely guaranteed. 
They also believed in the future of the 
wonderful. new country, its unlimited 
possibilities. Well, the first faith 
proved to be founded on sand, but they 
od were right about the other. In spite 
of the failure of the outlet, these pio- 


i 

SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO : neers went on bravely from year to 

PRESCRIPTIONS | year, breaking, seeding, clearing, and 
= 


Sexsmith Supplies 


Limited 


Richards- 
McNaughton 


COMPANY - LIMITED 


Hardware and Groceries 


SEXSMITH IN WINTER TIME, AS SEEN FROM THE AIR 
This picture was taken by Jack Neys, pioneer aviator of Sexsmith, 


who owns his own aeroplane. 


Fred isa. 
4% 


EXTEND CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY ASSOCIA- 
TION FOR THEIR EFFORTS TO SECURE 
THE HIGHWAY OVER THE SHORTEST 
ROUTE TO THE COAST. 


LOWEST PjRICES 


Agents for John Deere Farm Machinery and 
Sherwin-Williams Paints 


“On to the Coast via the Monkman Pass Highway” 
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“We only get what we go after, let’s jointly continue 
our efforts to win our objective.” 
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McMILLAN 
HARDWARE 


EVERYTHING IN HARDWARE 


IMPERIAL OIL 
AGENT 


Phone 22 - Sexsmith 
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Complete lines of 
McCLARY RANGES AND FURNACES 


EAMDUN ENN UHUNONENED DOLE NN ODNNNLANGENNOEEYRNTE DELO THONGS ITERERRORDOUEEINANDAIUCAUROSAECHAL*OONLOERIEDORORERDGR OD ELESURUDEDODDREOVEUDONUGIONIHRILEDONERIOODETOUE GOUDEN ELOTEOOER ERR TE OT TEOOERRDOREOEELEDEL WASH ING MACI iINES : 
. FURNITURE AND BEDDING 


We carry a complete line of Drugs and 
Drug Sundries 


FULL LINE OF HARNESS 
Bill Shannon 


HARNESS AND FARM 
IMPLEMENTS 


H. M. McMILLAN 


spreading their fertile district farther Proprietor 


and farther. 

When the E..D. & B.C. arrived in 
1916, from the north instead of from 
the south, as they had hoped and be- 
lieved at first, the early settlers did 
not lose faith. They kept working for 


TM the day when it would be impossible 
for governments to refuse them an Phone 25 Sexsmith, Alta. 
outlet, by growing bigger and better 


News Stand : Stationery - Kodaks Phone 1 Sexsmith, Alta. 
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SEE THE 
PLOW WONDER 


—four with annexes—and a total cap- 
acity of 370,000 bushels of grain. 
Nearly two million bushels of grain] § oo . oneevcevvaenevoueneene 
were shipped from the Sexsmith elev- FECECUCUCOLUCUC ECOL PEE EEE EERS TT ET DCD EETED ODE EDUTTA ETE OUTE DEORE PELE EDOLEEE OME TEE PEDOUE POUT PORT ENTTOREEDERTUT RECUR DEROER IEG RO ATO OUT EDO T RONG EDEN ACEO EU DENNER 


Sexsmith Garage 


being wrested from the bush country 
to the north each year. Even now, 
Sexsmith is the heaviest grain ship- 
ping point in the Peace River country. 


Co., Ltd. 


nr nene Were years when grate srow. Peace River Meat Co. 


Here ot last is @ tractor 


plow 
prices and freight charges that ate up that actually carries landside 


DON INNES, Manager 


; ators in 1936. And this will increase HPUAEEOECHTOVUOOV a cHDOOULODODEEDOOEEDONENOOTOCUEAUODILOOEOCONUOUNED ERE Veuoees pOATEEOUREROGANECHONSEDONGAONEDOAUEODOOLIOCLOOEDOOOOAIOAUROEOHUEVEAOOREOONODORNA TORO AES oonEntonoDUnencueDoueRNEenentE 
each year because new homesteads are 
not only profit but capital. Then the J. OLSON, Manager . pressure on rear furrow wheel 
Sexsmith farmers turned to livestock - + «with quick, simple adjust- 
and mixed farming. Stock could con- | ment for all conditions of soil 
sume low priced grain and save the Our Aim: and depih. This new feature 
situation until the coast outlet was] = Vv caves severet Heres power. A 
built. Now they have three stuck-| = Ss A T I Ss F | E Dp Cc U S T 0] M E R s 5 chow wax tatan nae 
yards, and the Grande Prairie District 
Co-operative Livestock Shipping As- i COSTS NO MORE THAN ORDINARY PLOWS Sensis cane = om 
e sociation, familiarly known as_ the| z Full line of EET TT 

a es an ervlce Stock Pool, has its headquarters in| z= 
Sexsmith. This Pool handles heavy| z TS 
shipments of cattle, sheep and hogs. : FRESH AND CURED MEA 
There are now two. stock trains : FISH AND VEGETABLES 
monthly which make quick trips to E . 
Edmonton stockyards, but how much] = 

McCORMICK-DEERING FARM MACHINERY Edmonton stockyards, but how much | f | Sexsmith J. I. Case Dealers 
rich hay and grain of the fertile dis- Fu TU ee + - se , 
pin Bot Penge ye Bobo agg ne sp tetmntrcensanrrsesvneeneenvrevnnnnvarnennemnenecnenennononaousonsenenstsuavNsetsNsarsoNsatoNNS OSG SEEDER LUFT TOE OOO Handling a full line of J. I, Case Farm Machinery 
" F ' yortant marke couver in e = j i j 
Full line of Repairs and Accessories caase Canad th trond Gn as ea Monitor Wind Mills and Adams Road Machinery 


can be done, if the highway throvgh 
the Monkman Pass is finished so that 
(Continued on Page Seven) 
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= | meat shipments all over the world. It 
First Class Mechanics in charge of work shop | 


Sexsmith, Alberta 
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| W. C. MILLER, Agent 
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Farmers’ 
Barn 
Sam Moore, Prop. 


Trucking and 
Draying 


FI 
3 


SU 


untae 


WILSON’S | 
BAKERY 


Makers of 


WONDER 


Bread 


PASTRIES OF ALL KINDS 
Confectionery E.C.D. Ice Cream 


JONAS WEBBER, Proprietor 


We are all for the construction 
of the Monkman Pass Highway 


“ON TO THE COAST VIA THE MONKMAN PASS” 


Sexsmith. Hotel | 


UMN: 


CULTURE COLCA 


CUPUOTENLI TEL OOCDAAEEAUNA ORONO eC tOnRaiOeabetENettageOnY (a 
WE ARE FOR THE | 
MONKMAN PASS 
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New England Cafe 
The Best Place to Eat in the North Country 
Lunch Counter and Booths 
Reasonable Rates 


SEXSMITH 
SHINGLE MILL 


J. LaMARR, Owner 


A. L. Hayes 
Alberta Pacific 
Also Stock Buyer 


GOOD JACKPINE SHINGLES 


#3.00 at Mill and $3.50 Delivered 
within seventy miles 


R. T. Little 
Midland Pacific 
Agent for B-A Oils 


AC TANAH ENRON Hebei 


SUPPORT HOME INDUSTRY 


LD 


DOM ee ea | 


Northern Implement Agency 


. 
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R. Kranz 


Department Store 


A full line of 


GROCERIES - ORY @ooDs 
MEN’S WEAR and 
Drug's 

é 
at Reasonable Pricee 


ees 
FARM PRODUCTS TAKEN IN EXCHANGRH 


Your Patronage Solicited 


Phone 5 WEMBLEY 
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Herman 


Trelle 


Wembley, Alberta 


Is recognized the most dependable source of 
Finest Grade and Finest Quality 


REGISTERED SEED 


in the whole Peace River Country. 


FARMERS CAN RELY ON HERMAN TRELLE’'S MARQUIS WHEAT, 
REWARD WHEAT AND VICTORY OATS 


Orders, Big or Small, Are Carefully Looked After and Promptly 
Shipped. 


yy 


Prices Always Moderate. 


Pd 
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Wembley 
Trading Store 


HERB COOK, Proprietor 


- Groceries - Dry Goods 
Robin Hood Flour 


Agent for 


UNION OIL PRODUCTS 
and 
COCKSHUTT FARM IMPLEMENTS 


Quality and Service Phone 9, Wembley 
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Model Garage 


Up-to-the Minute 


GENERAL REPAIRS : . 
AUTO ELECTRICIANS 
IGNITION - STARTING - LIGHTING 


N. Dzaman, Wembley 
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THE NORTHERN TRIBUNE 


Wembley ‘ 


to Wembley. 


Peace River country is sv well 

known to wheat growers the world 
over as that of “Wembley,” for in the 
Wembley district are the homes uf 
Herman Trelle and his many disciples, 
old and young, for more than a decade 
winners of many world championships 
in wheat, oats and other cereals—unti! 
now it has become a saying at pro- 
vincial and international shows, “It's 
those Wembley exhibitors we have to 


Prreace Riv no place name in the 


beat to win.” 
Wembley district is ideally located 
to grow prize-winning grains. It is a 


fine agricultural region, has good soil 
that lies nicely and much of it might 
be described has having a ‘southerly 
exposure.” ‘There are many fine and 
well-established farms. In the north 
part are the communities of Lake 
Saskatoon, Hermit Lake, West Bear 
Lake, Scenic Heights, La Glace and 
Buffalo Lakes; on the east Dimsdale; 
on the west Huallen, and south lie 
Millarston, Pipestone Creek and the 
new settlements across the Wapiti 
River. All of these, with the excep- 
tion of the new settlements across the 
Wapiti, are, comparatively speaking, 
old districts, well developed and well 
farmed, The new settlements give 
promise of also being equal to the 
best and some of the places “Along 
the Wapiti’ might with reason claim 
to be almost within the “banana belt.’ 


Besides being favored agriculturally, 
Wembley district has a picturesque 
setting. To the northwest, in between 
Wembley and Beaver Lodge, is the 
height of land known as Saskatoon 
Mountain, from the summit of which 
oan be seen seven or eight iakes, most 
of them in the Wembley district or 
adjacent to it, the more oitstanding 
ones being Lake Saskatoon, Hermit 
Lake and Bear Lake. Lake Saskatoon 
is a beautiful crystal clear sheet of 
water a few miles from the town o/ 
Wembley and in summer time is a 
popular camping place for Girl Guides, 
Boy Scouts and other organizations. 
It has a pavilion. A peninsular in the 
lake is named Saskatoon Island ani 
attracts many berry-pickers during the 
season, for it is cuvered with saska- 
toon bushes which bear large-sized 
luscious berries in bounteous quantity 
On the “Island,” too, some of the In- 
dians gather too pick berries and their 
teepees during their stay at the lake 
give a touch of color to the charming 
scene of lake and bush land. 


Being directly on the route to Monk- 
man Pass, via the Lower Beaver 


“ALONG THE WAPITI” 
This stream flows through the southern part of the district tributary 


The Home of 
Cereal Kings 


~-_~ 


Joining the Smoky River, the waters of both 
empty into the Peace near the town of Peace River 


iodge road, Wembley district people 
on clear days can see on the southern 


sky-line the Rocky Mountains, through 
which the Monkmap Pass Highway 
will be the Peace River country's 


shortest way to the sea. 

Having for many years supported 
the burden of a round-about rout 
that takes them many hundreds of 
miles out of the way when gving to 
the coast, the people of Wembley dis- 
trict now longingly look forward to 
the closing of the gap between their 
farms and Prince George, between 
them and the markets of the Coast 
That is why they are whole-heartedly 
supporting the Monkman Pass high- 
way project, for construction of that 
road means a lessening of the almost 
unbearable handicap of a long and 
wasteful round-about freight haul. 

And these people are well deserving 
of having such handicap removed 
Many of them are pioneers, coming in 
even before the present railway was 
built into the district; coming in be- 
cause they had the pioneer spirit 
(they still have it); coming in because 
they were led to expect a railway to 
the Coast would soon be built. Bush 
and wild prairie land they have 
changed into thrifty farms, a wilder- 
ness into a_ well-settied = district. 
Schools have been built and all the 
best traditions of Canadian life up- 
held. Now, climaxing aii, along with 
the peoples of like spirit in other dis- 
tricts of the Peace River country, both 
north and south of the river, they are 
cooperating in an epic attempt to build 
for themselves what their governments 
so far have refused them—-the coun- 


try’s natural birthright of a short road 


to the sea. 
Ever the mountains beckon, and this 


coming summer the people of the 
Wembley district will be in the van: 
each individual, or a representative 


with axe and shovel fighting to over- 
come the Peace River country’s biggest 
handicap—lack of a coast outlet. Last 
year considerable work was done, but 
this year, with the impetus gained, will 
see much more accomplished and vic- 
tory in sight. 

It takes consistent and patient effort 
to win world charnpionships; it will 
take consistent and patient effort to 
“put over” the Monkman Pass High- 
way. People of the Wembley district 
have proved they have “what it takes.” 
Trekking over the Edson Trail to the 
Peace River country was quite a@ pro- 
position; to those hardy pioneers 
opening of the Monkman Pass High- 
way trail is almost a picnic. Yes, the 


Service Meat Market 


WHERE YOU ARE TREATED 


THE WHOLE YEAR 
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G. BISSETT, Prop. 
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Wembley 
Grain Buyers 


Support the M. P. H. Project 


WALLACE EDGAR 
United Grain Growers 


R. &. NEWCOMBE 


Alberta Pacific 


WILLIAM FEIST 
Alberta Pool 


CLIFF ECHARDT 
Midland Pacific 
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people of Wembley and district expect 
to do their share and to be there when 
the last shovelful 


of road work con- 

nects Monkman Pass Highway with 
the Cariboo one. 

The spirit of cooperation is highly 


developed among the people of Wem- 
bley and district When the people of 
Lake Saskatoon wanted a curling rink, 
they got together, cut and hauled the 
logs and built their rink, all by voilun- 
tary effort Their fine example has 
been copied by others. It is the same 
regarding schools In several districts 
when a school became necessary, and 
funds were low, the people cooperat+} 
and by voluntary effort built a school- 
house. 

This cooperative spirit is evident in 
many other ways—in sports, in con- 
certs, socials and plays, Sport days, 


CK: BP ema 


S. H. Riggs 


WEMBLEY 


ie 


ALBERTA 


Agent for 


TIP-TOP TAILORS 
and 
FIRTH BROS. LTO. 


Made-to-Meesure Clothing 
“0? samples to choose from 


Scotch, Irish and English 
Worsteds and Tweeds 


Your satisfaction guaranteed 
(ut to Your Measure Only 
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z Meals and Quick i 
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: Snappy and Courteous Service 3 
i Give Us a Trial 
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' GARAGE and : 
: BLACKSMITH ; 
E Acetylene Welding Done ; 
= While You Wait 2 
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H All Our Work ts Guaranteed 3 
5 At Right Prices 2 
L EMBLEY - ALBERTA 
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DRAYVING 


Water and Wood 
Delivered 


Qeneral Team Work 


a specialty 


WEMBLEY - ALBERTA 


MITT 


Ivor Larson 
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baseball and basketball 


with their 


tournaments, rodeos, ete, draw big 
crowds, In winter bonapiels are out- 


standing examples of cooperation and 
hospitality Truring the pest seaao% 
hockey, too, wae a feature, inter- 
district mame being played with mren 
rivairy but good sporteamanehip 
Probably the finert example of the 
cooperative apirit and friendliness t« 
the annual picnic of the Oldtimer« 
Association at Lake Saakatoon On 
that day the cldtimers from near ani 


far gather and there ia much of the 
wonderful comradeship that made 
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to ail to support this project 
Put 


For Best Values In Up-to-date Merchandise 
SEE 


R. A. Bunyan 


WEMBLEY | 


embley Hotel 


PURVES 
MODERN IN EVERY WAY 
'N TOWN ANDO DISTRICT 


LARGE, AIRY, WELL LIGHTED ANDO 
COMFORTABLE BEDROOMS 


Pitchko Bros. 


Service Station Garage 
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possitie the opening of a new tand 
that some day will be one of the bert 
Jewels in Cannda’s treasure. : 

Take it «il in atl, Wembley dtetrict 
in one good reason why there should 
he an outlet to the Crast and why. 
reoner or later, there will be one An- 
other reason ia that, roughly figured. 
nome of the water that flows past 
Vancouver's south «oor setarta § it« 
journey to the eee lese than one hun 
dred miles from Wembley meaning 
that with the exception of «a “hump” 
about 1,000 feet high, there ie a water 


rade to the sen. 
: 
s 


ware 


OLICY ia to suport whcleheartadly ; 
every progressive movement n the ; 
Peace River country ard particularly ; 
in the district it will be found that the ; 
KBunyans are always working for the 

good of all 

This polley naturally lends itself to 3 
boost the Monkman Passe Highway : 


ind we take this opportunity to appeal 


with more 


just your dollars be 
hind it If everyone in the Peace 3 
River country put up $2.00 each, we F 
eould put the road through in short : 
irder 3 
Let's all get behind it, for thia effort 
isn attracting Canada wide attention 
ind it will likely solve our most urgent 
need A COAST OUTLET 
The progressive policy of the Wemble 
Hardware finds xpressior 1 
the store Where ttest styles, design 
ind up-to-the-minute goods are found 
Exclusive representatives n 
lidated Smelters, Beatt Bros. Limited 
Westfalia Separators Marshall-Well 
Paints, Zenith Tools and many more 
leading lines 
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Proprietor 


A Home Away From Home 
When visiting Wembley Give Us a Call 
At Your Service 


First Class Dining Room In Connection ; 
Rates Reasonable 


wnt 
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DEALER FOR 


Willys Cars and Light-Delivery Trucks 
also Air-conditioned Nash Cars at 


WEMBLEY, BEAVERLODGE, HYTHE 


CAR ACCESSORIES 
OUNLOP TIRES’ - 


: MARCONI! RADIOS 


WILLARD BATTERIES 


MASSEY-HARRIS FARM (MPLEMENTS 
TWIN-POWER TRACTORS 
UNION GAS AND OILS 


WEMBLEY 


- ALBERTA 
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Hotel Goyne ; 


Where Everyone is Treated With Courtesy 


COMFORTABLE ROOMS FCR TOURISTS 
MODERN IN EVERY RESPECT 


HOT AND COLD WATER 
Free Baths For Guests 


24-HOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE IN CONNECTION 


EO 


Be ert as COUN NE UD NaNO ODEN en eD NON ONO aeoen NINN 


The tdeal hotel at wlich to spend your week-ends 
PROPRIETOR 
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Allen & Davis 


AGENTS FOR 


CHEVROLET and 
Oldsmobile CARS 


Fully Equipped and Up-to-Date 
Service Garage 


Agents for 


also 


JOHN DEERE FARM MACHINERY 
and B-A PROOUCTS 
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| 
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Phone 5 Beaver Lodge 
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PEACE RIVER MEAT 
CoO., LTD. 


HIGHEST QUALITY MEATS 
FISH AND POULTRY 
FRUIT IN SEASON 
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Kept Under Up-to-the-minute Saritary Conditions 
The Place Where You Get : 
“SERVICE WITH A SMILE” z 
: 
On to the Pacific Coast via Monkman Pass, the Shortest Route z 
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Adams Bros. 


HARDWARE 
GROCERIES 


ae LULLUnn tT 


BE A BOOSTER 
FOR THE COAST ROUTE 
VIA 
MONKMAN PASS 
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Phone 12 Beaver Lodge 
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THE NORTHERN TRIBUNE 


Beaver Lodge District 


ch Farming Region, Made So By 3 


e 


Hard Work and Real Cooperation 
--- Backing Road Hundred Per Cent 


While the approach to Monkman 
Pass Highway from the east is through 
Grande Prairie and Wembley, and 
from the west through Hythe (the 
Peace tiver Block has a separate 
route through Fellers Heights). both 
east and west roads converge at Rio 
Grand, in the Beaver Lodge district, 
to begin the Monkman Pass Highway. | 

logical, therefore. that the 
in commencing work for such 
should be with residents of 
this district. and nobly they responded 
to the call. Due to the efforts of such 
men as the McNaughts, J. O. Johnson 
and Alex Watts. aided by the Smith< 
(including especially Mrs. Hazard- 
Smith), Alex Monkman himself and 
others, the Monkman Pass route 
through the Rocky Mountains has be- 
come possible, because it is now widely 


was 
initiative 
highway 


| known as the shortest and best route 


from the Peace River country to the 
sea 
Cooperation comes naturally to the 


founders of the Beaver Lodge districi, 
for they have been cooperating with 
each other ever since they came into 
the country during the 1908-9 and later | 
treks to the North, and by cooperating | 
with newcomers have developed the) 
spirit of one for all and all for one) 
until the outstanding keynote of the) 
whole district—and adjoining ones,! 
too—is cooperation 

Bounded on the southwest 
Rockies, whose peaks tower 
lime grandeur some seventy miles o1 
more from the village of Beaver 
Lodge, centre of the settled portion of 
the district, since pioneer days it has 
been a dream of the settlers to go to 
the coast by a short route through the | 
mountains, but it was not until the 
fall of 1936 that a plan began to take | 
tangible form and the Monkman Pass 


by the 
in sub- 


| Highway Association was formed. 


' 


is in the | 
In pioneer days | 


As stated, cooperation 
blood of these people 


|} they had to cooperate one with the | 


| possible to brave and overcome the 


other. Only by mutual help was at] 


Grouard, Peace and Edson trails, the 


} routes into the country twenty-five or 


| made 


(other could the virgin bush 


more years ago, only by helping each 
land be 
cleared, the open prairi broken and 
into thrifty. prosperous farms. | 


The story of those pioneer days is an! 


epic one of settlers assisting each 
| other. ' 
Having made -successfui farming 


to 
' 


\ ts the 


communities, 
enterprising settlers 
solution to the 
tion problem 


it was inevitable 
would 
country’s 


high 


such 
seek a 
transporta- | 


of freight rates, | 


| which had come about chiefly because 


}and other obstacies 
the long freight haul did not mean 30° 


| promoters 


of the roundabout way settlement had 
taken place, detoured by moeuntains|/ 
In pioneer days! 


much, because tonnage was small, but 
with the remarkable development of 


the past 25 years amount of tonnage | 


into and out of the country has grown / 


e 


| ton, Halcourt, 


| Mount 


i 
| 


CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 


AT BEAVER LODGE 


The grounds of this handsome four-room brick school-house have been 
planted to trees and shrubs «nd in summer time are very 
attractive and add much to the town's appearance 


that time trappers were there and the 
edd landseeker had arrived. 

Beaver Lodge proper started then, 
though not on the present site. but at 
old Beaver Lodge. 


Beaver Lodge, but it was 
the Revillon store at 
several miles away 
The land being fertile and 
ideal, settlement was rapid 
other communities besides Beaver 
Lodge were formed and in the Beaver 
Lodge district there are now 
prosperous farming centres as 
Two 
Grande. Hazelmere 
Saskatoon. Huallen. Albright. 
etc. Some of these centres are also 
tributary to other towns, like Albright 
to Hythe and Huallen Wembler. 
Each of these places have pioneers 
who trekked into the country twenty 
years or so ago. 
and made farms of 
these farms are fully 


located in 


location 


Apple- 
Elm wortna, 
Hinton Trail, 


Rivers 


Rio 


to 


them Many of 
up-to-date, some 


using current from the power line 
which passes through the district. 
For instance. the farm in Huallen 
district homesteaded by that well 


known and highly esteemed pionee: 
the late Amos Sherk. and now operated 
by his sons. A list of all the good 
farms in the Beaver Lodge district 
would be quite lengthy 

Of course. with such backgroun i 
and with such farming communities to 
support it, the town of Beaver Lodge 
is thriving and progressive Each year 
it ships large quantities of commercial 
and seed grain and many carloads of 
ecattie and hogs. Cooperation is 
keynote here too Anything for th; 
good and welfare of the district i« 
fully supported In this connection 
may be mentioned the new hospital 
building just completed. Several years 
age it became evident better hospital 
facilities were needed for both town 
and district. especially in winter time 


a 


enormously and now it is urgent that/so prominent citizens got together anu 


a short r 
tidewater be furnished. And 
settiers of the Beaver Lodge district 
are determined that such road shall be 
constructed and cheap transportation 
be made available, and have imbued 
the people of the whole Peace River 
country with the same determination. 

They are not dreamers, they are nut 
they are not politicians; 
they are farmers—practical men who 


jhave made wilderness into prosperous 
|farms, built roads to their homesteads | 


|and reads from community 


munity To them putting a rea4 
through the mountains is all in the 


| day's work—just the breaking down o‘ 
|}another barrier preventing them from 


reaching their biggest market by the | 
best and shortest route Peace River 


country is their homeland—one to be! 
proud of. Their ambitions centre in it, | 
and they look forward to the time! 


when with proper transportation facili- | 
ties will be literally a land flowing 
with milk and honey. not to mention | 
its present large stream of golden! 
grain. 

Settlement in the district really be- 
gan with the 1908-9 trek. but before 


et hey 

a 

& err " 2 

&. =e et ‘. 

oe + re . 
he 


ead and cheap transportation |! circulated a petition for a 
ered 
' 


sub-hospitai 
that was signed practically one hun- 
dred per cent. Demand for a sub- 
hospital was denied by the Municipal 
Hospital Board. The people of the 
communities concerned again got to- 
gether and cooperatively—by dona- 
tions. concerts, plays 
raised some $12,006. with the result 
that there is now a fine, modern hoa- 
pital building ready to serve the com- 
munity. The work done to achieve 
this is a shining example of coopera- 


to com-j/tion by all the communities in Beaver | 


Lodge district 

Another example is the fine con- 
SOlidated school located at Beaver 
Lodge. The first school to be built on 
the prairie was built in the old town 
of Beaver Lodge. When the railway 
Was extended to Beaver Lodge. this old 
school was skidded down to the new 
townsite Afterwards a large four- 
room brick school was built. and in it 
are taught grades I to XII Shrubs and 
trees have been planted round this 
school and its grounds are in keeping 
with a town that is the home of one of 
the Dominion’s experimental sub- 
stations 


HARVEST TIME AT BEAVER LODGE 


In the distance can be seen Beaver 
are six. 
“Banana Belt.” 


Beaver Lodge soil is very fertile 
An average yield of oa 


Lodge's six clevators and in the foreground some of the 
the district has been called the “Garden of Eden, 
ts hes been sround 65 to 7% bushels to the 


and 


Name of the first | 
post office on Grande Prairie was also} 
i the 
Lake Saskatoon, | 


} 
and soon! 


took up homesteads! 


the) 


and dances— 


Of course there is a Board of Trade— 


is ever wide-awake to see no oppor- 
tunity to advance interests of town cr 
district is missed. Tradition has it 
that Beaver Lodge got its name from 
beavers that built their 
along the river that flows past. An 
oldtimer of the district, who on maay 
& moonlight night had the pleasure of 
seeing them work, testifies that these 
beavers were no slouches at felling 
to build their dams. And mem- 
Ledge Board of 


lodges 


tre es 
ibers of the Beaver 
Trade are no slouches when it comes 
to supporting public enterprises. They 
ave ome hundred per cent behind the 
Monkman Pass highway projeci. 
Beaver Lodge has a new large brick 


hotel, with all modern conveniences. 
In tact it is the last word in hotel 
service. Showing the growth of town 


and district, this hotel, built only a 
little over a year ago. already has been 
| added to several times. 
| Stores and other businesses of the 
town also have what might be termed 
“the Beaver Lodge spirit”—the motto 
of the Three Musketeers, “One for all 
and all for one.” Beaver Lodge has all 
that other towns of the Peace River 
have — up-to-date stores and modern 
services, etc —and some things others 
lack—-for instance, a first-class pho- 
tographer’s studio. It was at the 
Beaver Lodge studio many of the Pic- 
tures and slides illustrating Monkman 
Pass Highway lectures were made. 
Te town also has a golf course, a 
beautiful expanse of hill, with a good 
water hazard and precipice hazard— 
also a magnificent view of the Rocky 
Mountains In fact. the very moun- 
tain peak round which the Monkman 
Pass road being cut is seen. 


is 


One mile east of Beaver Lodge and 
part way up the slope of Saskatoon 
Mountain is the Dominion Experi- 
mental Substation 


The summit of Saskatoon Mountain 
has been set aside as a park by the 
government. It is a beautiful spot and 
has a splendid view. From the top of 
this mountain many lakes can be seen 
on a clear day. At the foot of the 
east side of the mountain is Lake Sas- 
| katoon, in the Wembley district, with 
another park set aside for camping and 
swimming. Here nice buildings have 
been erected by cooperative effort of 
lal nearby districts and the camp 
{grounds are beinz improved every 
| year. 

j Writing of camp grounds, 
| Beaver Lodge district are three out- 
|} Standing wnes—one on the Beaver 
| Lodge River. a favorite of Boy Scouts; 
}and two on the Red Willow River. one 


in the 


;}at Halcourt and the other at Rio 
Grande 

The camp ground at Halcourt is 
mear the bridge south of Halcourt 
store Here there is a fine swimming 
hole and the adjoining park land has 
been improved by cooperative effort of 
| Haicourt people 

At Rio Grand:« beautiful spot on 
the Red Willow Hiver has been made 
i (Continued on Page Five) 
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reason why there 
while to the weat 
acre, and there have been 


yields well over 100 bushels to the acre. Wheat average has been 25 to 35 bushels to the acre, and under favor- 


able conditions has yielded 60 to 65 


| Highway imperative. 


bushel) to the acre 


It 


is such production 


that makes the Monkman Passe 


| 
one of the best—and this J 


| 


| 
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MONKMAN PASS SPECIAL EDITION 


Gaudin's 


CASH STORE 


Beaver Lodge, Alberta 


COMPLETE LINES 


BOOTS AND SHOES 
HARDWARE 
GROCERIES 
ORY GOODS 

LADIES’ AND MEN'S WEAR 


AT RIGHT PRICES 


*. 
The construction of the Monkman Pass Highway is absolutely essential 
to the prosperity of the Peace River country 


Be a Booster 


—THE MORE YOU BOOST FOR THE 
MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY, THE 
SOONER YOU WILL HAVE IT. 


BOOST BEAVER 
you 


—THE MORE YOU 
LODGE, THE BETTER TOWN 
WILL HAVE. 


—AND, THE MCRE YOU PATRONIZE 
PARKER'S, THE MORE YOU WILL 
PROSPER. 


Parker’s Quality Store 


BEAVER LODGE 
7 
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urniture F-xchange 


BEAVER LODGE 


Agent for 


Cockshutt Farm Implements 


RENFREW STOVES 
SEPARATORS AND SCALES 


Step in and see wiat we have to offer and get prices 
a em nell tant stint 


ROBT. BUTLER, Prop. 


“BY ALL MEANS BUILD THE MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY" 
-Then Watch the Peace River country prosper. 
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Moore’s 


Service and Quality 


GROCERIES DRY GOODS 
BOOTS AND SHOES 


Ladies’ and Men’s Wear 


WE SPECIALIZE IN OUTFITTING AND SUPPLIES FOR THE 
MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY CREWS 


BOOST FOR THE MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY 
The only logical Coast Outlet 


J. R. MOORE, Prop. 


PHONE 


14 


BEAVER LODGE 


. 


KMAN PASS SPECIAL EDITION - 
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GATEWAY TO MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY 


___ 


(Continued from “age Four) 


into attractive camp and sports 
grounds, where the anrual sports days 
are held. There is a grandstand, cor- 
rals for rodeo, basketball courts and 
+ oases eee all supplied through 
e cooperation of the ze) » 
2 “ny people of the 
How did this sp’rit of 
throughout the Beaver 
come into being. 


cocperation 
Lodge district 


Perhaps the follow- 


ing, written by au oldtimer of the 
Beaver Lodge district will explain: 
“The mail came to Beaver Lodge 


post office (at tha* time in Revillon’s 
store, Lake Saskatoon) from Spirit 
River by stage once a month. Here 
you would see the gathering of the 
clans. Varied and unique were the 
conveyances——-some on horseback, some 
driving oxen, perhaps a cow and a 
horse hitched together; a horse and 
buggy being a novelty and envied by 
all (Two neighbors coming to the 
Beaver Lodge district were known as 
Cow Crabbe and Bull Crabbe one 
drove 1 team of cows in from Edmon- 
ton, and one a team of oxen. Cow 
Crabbe did all his farming operations 
with these cows, as well as getting his 
milk, cream and butter from 
Talk about your cooperation!) 
“After arriving at the post office, if 
the mail wasn't sorted, some one would 
take the mail bag, dump it out on the 
floor, and you hunted out 
mail." More cooperation! 
“Beaver Lodge proper was settled 
by people coming from Ontario to take 
up farming, with cooperation as their 
password. The first threshing machine 


Urea, 


your own 


We also carry a 


Get your favorite Magazine or 


PHONE 11 


JENS 


— FOR - 


Shoe and Harness 
Repairs 


One hundred per cent behind 
the Monkman Pass Highway 
Project 
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Beaver Lodge Studio 


SLIDES AND ALL PHOTO PICTURES FOR THE 
MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY ASSOCIATION 
MADE BY THE BEAVER LODGE sTUDIO 


R. E. LEAKE 


Photographer 
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and flour mill were owned by these 
cooperative farmers, threshing their 
ewn and their neighbors’ grain ani 
making their own flour. The old steam 
threshing machine is still running as a 
cooperative concern and the company 
has always enough money in the bauk 
to carry the shareholders over the 
coming season, without a sacrifice of 
grain to meet threshing expenses, the 
spirit of true cooperation always pre- 
vailing. ‘Let no man seek his own, but 
every man another's wealth (1 Cor. 
10-24). In this way the best of com- 
munities are built up, with those who 
will cooperate. 

“As time went on these original 
farmers started in business—a_ store, 
butcher shop, restaurant, rooming- 
house, cream gathering station, tele- 
sraph and post office added, and so 
the nucleus of a town was established. 
Since then there has been added a 
large community hall, new bank, sev- 
eral large stores, modern hotel, curling 
rink, ice rink, two churches, six ele- 
vators, a large station, three garages, 
two blacksmith shops, pool room and 
barber shop, photo gallery, etc., and a 
consolidated school.” 


Aud there you have it. That is why, 
in spite of obstacles, in spite of near- 
sighted opposition, the people of this 
and neighboring districts have carried 
on, last summer hacking out 60 miles 
of road to Stony Lake, achieving the 
first objective on their road to the sea. 
This year they have the backing «f 
practically the whole Peace River 
country. Will the Monkman Pass 
Highway come to pass? 


OUVNONEDODOGNLAREATONACSONLUEOEOONANIAiC LOLetnGeDONteEAAnUeADLEnODNEEOOOGH LTUOREDI CEDURE EVO LIEULICOELEOUOGECOOODOELONDALGNOURODERGOR OND ONOOEEObOrO NOOR DE NeOONE DN 


Jarvis Drug Store 


SUPPLIES 


complete line of 


PAGE & SHAW’S CHOCOLATES 


Periodical at our News Stand 


H. JARVIS, Prop. 
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BEAVER DALE FARM 
DAIRY 


MILK AND CREAM 
at reasonable rates 


ARTHUR DIXON 


Proprietor 


“Give us the Monkman Pass Highway und we are away!" 
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RASK 


VUEDEEL AUDEN DORE ES ATA OUDDOANNOOERAOD EEDODOEOE 
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HANS’ 
BLACKSMITH SHOP 


We do everything in the Blacksmith line 


MACHINE 


WELDING 


woooworRK 
All Work Guaranteed 


Hans Brudwold, Proprietor 


BEAVER LODGE, ALBERTA 
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tion of the Experimental Substation. 

The story of its founding and 
velopment is an inspiration, as it 
demonstrates what can be accom- 
plished by vision coupled with per- 
severance, thrift and courage. 

Nearly twenty-four years ago, W. D. 
Albright walked into the Peace River 
country over the Grouard trail. At 
least he walked more than half way; 
the balance he waded through mud. 
On first one shoulder and then the 
other he packed a shotgun to augment 
his larder. 

The following, taken f{.om The 
Tribune's Exhibit Number last July, 
continues the story: 

“Mr. Albright’s inborn enthusiasm 
for agriculture had been whetted by 
ten years of agricultural journalism, 
hence it was natural for him to ask 
questions of all he met. Marquis 
wheat was new. Was it adapted” 
What was the most suitable variety of 
oats, of barlev, peas, etc.? Was winter 
wheat a success? Had anyone tried 
alfalfa, sweet clover, tame grasses? 
Was it worth while attempting small 
fruite? Were there any trees, shrubs, 
flowers that would make homes home- 
like? 

“These and a hundred other ques- 
tions he put to settlers, right and left, 
but inconclusive were the replies. To 
help answer them himeelf, he wrote 
his friend, Dr. J. H. Grisdale, then 
Director of Experimental Farms, offer- 
ing to make a few simple tests if 
supplied with the seed. The Director 
readily complied, pointing out, how- 
ever, that no remuneration could be 
allowed since there was already a man 
named 8. J. Webb experimenting in 
the Grande Prairie district and sending 
in some very interesting reports. 
Curiously enough, Mr. Webb's first 
address was Beaver Lodge, that being 
at one time the name of the post office 
afterwards called Lake Saskatoon and 
later superseded by Wembley. 
“Information rather than 


de - 


money 
being the objective, Mr. Albright made 
the tests. They were crudedly con- 
ducted, he admits, for though some- 
what schooled in scientific agriculture, 
he was untrained in the technique of 
plot work, which is an art in itself. 
The cereals were sown with a 20-run 
seeder, hauled by four lumbering oxen. 
It was difficult to get the little sacks 
of grain to spin out the full length of 
the plots and these had to be trimmed 
to irregular lengths. Nowadays, the 
14-run seeder is cleaned out with a.\ 
air blast created by electric motor, but 
then there was neither a bellows nor 
a bicycle pump. The experimentalist 
and his hired man ran out what they 
could, brushed the stray grains down 
into the cups, leaned over and blew 
them out with their breath. Mr. Al- 
bright acknowledges he had some 
difficulty in creating enough draft, 
‘but the hired man, who was an Ameri- 
can, could do it quite easily.’ 

“The grains gyew, presenting some 
interesting comparisons, though few 
visitors came to see them. One day, 
however, an ecager University lad 
manifested a degree of interest. Twelve 
years later, after he had won both the 
wheat and oat championship 
year at Chicago, 
asked: 

“What first interested you in good 
grain?’ 

“‘I am not sure it wasn't those first 
few plots I saw at Beaver Lodge,’ ne 
replied. 

“In autumn the plot sheaves were 
spread on a wagon cover and pounded 
out by hand. 


in on? 
Herman Trelle was 


It was slow work. The 
Marquis was particularly tough to 
separate. Day after day the amateur 
experimentalist pounded away, deter- 
mined to get a complete separation of 
all varieties in the interest of a fair 
test. Genius has been called an 
finite capacity for taking pains. 
pain—or pains-- was spared, Tie 
chaffy grain was winnowed in the 
wind, carefully cleaned and accurately 
weighed. In early winter the report 
went to Ottawa. 
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Hotel 
Cafe 


LARGE 
SPACIOUS DINING ROOM 
AND 
COMFORTABLE 
BOOTHS 


The Place To Eat When 
in Beaver Lodge 


When in Beaver Lodge 


BAT AT THE 
WINDSOR 
CAPE 


and enjoy first class meals 
at reasonable prices 


Beaverlodge Experimental 
Substation --- 


+ 
No account of the Beaver Lodge dis- 
trict would be complete without men- 


Where 


experience. Many times it 
entertainment and instruction 


Peace had not all been solved but the 
officials discerned interest. Dr. Gris- 
dale wrote back that as Mr. Webb 
was leaving the country (for service 
overseas, as it turned out), the De- 
partment was prepared to pay the new 
homesteader $200 a year to repeat his 
tests. 

“Now this was not what Mr. Albright 
had come West to do, During his ten 
years of journalism he had looked for- 


ward to getting out of the salary 
chains, working a piece of land of his 
own, and seeing what he could do 
making a living off the land How - 
ever, he still wanted more local in- 
formation and $200 a year in a home- 
stead country would hire a man to 
“punch the bulls,” leaving him free to 
write an occasional article and do 
other work. So in 1915 he experi- 


mented again and ripened a pumpkin 
with which to celebrate Thanksgiving. 

“The next year the Departme.t 
raised the ante to $400, and in 1917 
it was running the same until in June 
the Director wrote that he expected 
heavy immigration to the Peace after 
the war and many problems would 
arise, and some one should be ready 
with the answers, hence he proposed *o 
lease twenty acres of land and pay 
the preprietor a part-time salary tv 
look after the work. This time Mr, 
Albright hesitated longer. It would ie 
the parting of the ways. If he took 
the proposition on he would be it 
honor bound to continue and it would 
soon monopolize his attention, Besides, 
Canada seemed just then to be need- 
ing more men overseas. Upon the 
insistent advice of friends, however, 
he finally gave an affirmative answer 
and from that day forward put his 
shoulder to the wheel to develop the 
work.” 

And that is how Beaverlodge 
perimental Substation started, 

Living up to the Substation’s motto, 


I2x- 


“It is a pleasure as well as a duty to| 


serve,” D. W. Albright, ever since 
making his decision, has devo.ed him- 
self whole-heartedly and unstiniingly 
to every phase of Experimental Sub- 
station activity. In good weather or 
bad he has travelled extensively over 
the country, going wherever invited to 
give addresses, often illustrated with 
lanieru siides of his own production. 
No agricultural endeavor or civie duty 
has been side-stepped; always he has 
responded to the best of his ability. 
During the past winter he has added 
broadcasting lectures to his program, 
and has spoken in support of 
Monkman Pass Highway. 

Under his guidance Beaverlodge Ex- 
perimental Substation has truly 
blossomed and because of his ever- 
ready friendliness to all has become 
not merely another government in- 
stitution but an inspiration to Peace 


Well As a Duty To Serve” 


ON THE LAWN AT BEAVERLODGE EXPERIMENTAL SUBSTATION 


Showing a happy crowd enjoying their Field Day linch 
summer many such picnics take plac 
Often they are also educational, for 
attend aad freely and socially give 
is difficult 


“It Is a Pleasure As 


During the 
e, for these gatherings are delightful. 
many men promiaent in agriculture 
from their store of knowledge and 


to tell the difference between 
River farmers The Substation also 
demonstrates the benefits of coopera- 
tion, for while it way appear very 
much the success of one man's effort, 
in reality that man always has co- 
operated to the fullest extent with his 
emloyees and others, whether for in- 
dividual or community good, In re- 
turn he has received cooperation from 
all, 

it has been often remarked what a 
fine lot of men have composed the 
Beaver lodge staff, which has at one 
time or another numbered two ex- 
counts and many men who bave since 


worked themselves into good positions. 
The policy on new men and 
let them earn advancement Prac- 
tically all the graduates have started 
at the basic laborer’s rate, and been 
increased as they demonstrated capa- 
city. A well-known professor 
remarked that he knew of no better 
place than Beaver lodge for a man to 
wel & year or tWwo of experience after 
#iaduation. Vhe smooth running of 


in to take 


college 


the organization is credited by those 
in position to know to be due to the 
kindly but efficient administration of 
Mr. Albright, 

The Substation farm today consists 
of three quarter sections, of which 
fifty acres are supposed to be leased 
for small plots, though upwards of 


seventy are actually thus devoted, A 
modest set of farm buildings has been 


erected, including a fine gwothic-roofed 


the | 


barn contaiming @ water-storage grav- 
ity system, 

lt is a far call from the first crude 
plots and log buildings protected by 
rail fences, with few visitors, to the 
present up-to-date farm, electrically 
equipped, with its thousands of plots, 
its beautiful grounds, its machine-like 
organization and its thousands of 
visitors, all made possible because 
someone twenty-three years ago 
thought it worth while to be faithful 
‘in small things 
| This tribute was paid by a detached | 
observer, now living two thousand 


| 
| miles distant 


“The Beaverlodge experimental work 
is a live foree in the farming com- 
| munity, as it sheuld be Albright 
never tires of preaching how to farm 
better and live better The Sub- 
station has a tremendous area to 
cover, but it is an effective force on 
| the frontier.” 

To which might be added: “On 
t asgune Saskatoon Mr, Albright has de- 
signed and built, much of it by his 
own hands, a beautiful monument to 
cooperation, courage and pioneer en- 
terprise. Perhaps some day it may 
bear the tithe “Dominion Experimental 
Station” at its entrance facing the 
Peace River country’s main road——the 
Monkman Pass Highway 


Down By The Beaver Lodge River 


In the buckground tis seen 


the old 


Village of Beaver Lodge before 


the railway came and most of the buildings were moved down to the new 


townsite. Lacking only a few 


district who chance to see it, 


during the summer, 


cows 
pletely pastoral, the fine picture below, taken from Mr 
photographs, will bring back happy memories to oldtimers of Beaver 
recalling 
forgotten Twenty-fourths of May, the day when Beaver 
round of sports days and picnics held throughout the Peace River 
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as it does many 
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Beaver Lodge 
Garage 


DEALERS FOR 


Chrysier Products 


~~ _— 
need 
‘~/ 
ay 


ay 
J. I. Case Tractors and 
Farm Implements 


COMPETENT WORKMEN WILL FIX 


YOUR CAR 


D. C. Hume & Sons 


BHAVER 


TROUBLES 


LODGE, ALBERTA 
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Charlie Dunn 
Harness and Saddlery 


Axent for 


MASSEY-HARRIS FARM IMPLEMENTS 


and 


HART-EMERSON GRAIN CLEANERS 


We need the Monkman Vass Highway and we are going 


to have it 


Phone 7 Beaver Lodge 


OT Ee | 


COUT EUeeeeEeee 


PU 


THE GATEWAY TO THE NEW MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY 


COX’S 
New Ford Garage 


Sales and Service 


INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER MACHINERY 


A carload of new machinery arriving this week 


the 
LHC 


Drop in to Cox's Show Rooms and see new Ford V-S's 


now on display, also Fordson and rractors 


WE HAVE A NUMBER OF GOOD USED CARS 
AT REASONABLE PRICES 
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Bring your nplete che ip 


First 


J. W. COX, Prop. 
Phone 22 


car in for a ¢ 


class mechanics in attenda 


Beaver Lodge, Alta. 
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Beaver Lodge 


ALaaann ty caangaenes 


Grain Buyers 


One hundred per cent behind the Monkman 
Pass Highway project 


HUBERT SUMNER 


Pool 


B. HILL 


Northern EBlevatou Alberta Wheat 


W. HARCOURT J. A. McDONALD 
Alberta Pacific MeDonald Gratin Company 
G. H. STERLING | &. JOHNS 


United Grain Growers Midland & Pacitte 
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FINLAN'S 
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Phone 18 
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OAKFOR 


Brine yeur 


J. R. FINLAN. Proprietor 


3 STAR and 
ESSO_ Gasoline 


GOOD-YEAR AND ATLAS TIRES 


Agent for 


CHRYSLER PRODUCTS 
OLIVER FARM MACHINERY 
MARCON! RADIOS 


ear troubles to our garage, in charge of reliable 


and competent mechanics. 
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Es, “The Land of Flowing Wells.” 
That is the first thought that 
comes to mind when one is asked 
about Hythe, for the number of flow- 
ing wells in the district is truly re- 
markablie. With such an abundance 
of good water flowing freely from the 
tapped earth, it will be many years 
before Hythe has to worry about .ts 
water supply 
The town also has many other ad- 
vantages. It is the centre of a splen- 
did mixed farming region, of which 


probably best, though the Lymburn 
district to the west is rapidly forging 
ahead To the seuth, reaching to the 
foothills of the Rocky Mountains, is a 


fertile region, tributary to both Hythe | 


and Beaver Lodge. that is served by 


roads that branch into the Monkman | 


Pass Highway reute. The rich Beaver 
Lodge district is on the eastern border 
In the Valhalla district the pioneer 
settiers have built a creamery and de- 
veloped a dairy industry that is a 
credit to the Peace River country. 
They have accomplished this despite 
the fact*that Valhalla land was densely 
wooded with poplar trees. Also, in 
common with all the Peace River 
country, freight charges have been and 
still are a big handicap. These hardy 
Norsemei., mostly pioneers or sons of 
pioneers, both of Valhalla district and 
the districts of La Glace and Buffaio 
Lakes to the east, are a unit in support 
jot the Monkman Pass highway project 
and have helped with money, goods 
and labor. Expert axe and saw men, 
they lead the way in clearing trail and 
swamping-out road. 
| But a Hythe business man’s view 
of the district is better than that of 
a stranger. Writing in the Peace 
River Exhibit number of The Northern 
Tribune, Robert Allen had the follow- 
| ing: 


“Here you see a long undulating 


valley extending to Pouce Coupe, a 
valley that some day will be studded 
with the derricks of oil and gas wells— 
for here lies a natura! oil basin, al- 
ready proven by the dri'ling that has 
|} been dome at Pouce Coupe and ack- 
| nowledged by leading geologists who 
}have reported that such a field lies 
northwest of Grande Prairie. What 
|\the future may hold for this district 
can only be conjectured as time and 
necessity may require. 


eo 


Valhalla settlement to the north is! 


VALHALLA COOPE 


RATIVE CREAMERY 


This picture, taken several years ago, shows the creamery at Valhalla 
Centre, situated in the prosperous Norwegian settlement north of Hythe. 


Since the picture was taken the bui 


lding has been considerably improved 


and the equipment added to. The creamery is one of the best in the Peace 
River country. Though covered in early days with a dense forest of poplar 
trees, the Valhalla district is now one of well-tilled fields and pastures, 


where many cows graze contentedly. 


In one year the creamery bought 


141,295 pounds of butterfat and manufactured and sold 173,679 pounds of 
butter. This creamery was built in 1919 and has been in active operation 


slogan. 
“Not only do we raise over one mil- 
lion bushels of grain but also we ship 
on average six cars of stock every two 
weeks, with usually a carload of 1600- 
pound horses of beautiful Belgians. 
Percherons and Clydes. 
“The Hythe district is the stock- 
man’s paradise owing to the fact that 
the most palatable water that ever 
tickled a throat can be found on every 
quarter section of land in the district 
by simply drilling a hole in the ground. 
| Seere are two veins of water. If you 
| Stop at the first, you have a pumping 
| well; if you go fifty feet deeper, nature 
does the pumping tor you and you can 
pipe the water to your house for 
domestic use %r to your barns for 
stock.” 

Another Hythe writer. Mrs. Maud 
M. McEwen, says: 


j 
; 
j 
| 
| 
ever siace. 
see eee SP 
trict with Flowing Wells,’ the district's 


sides and the fields. Wild roses, 
Alberta's emblem, grow in great abun- 
dance: 
““Where the winds come sweet 
from the wild rose briers, 
And the smoke of the far-off 
forest fires.’ 
“Poplar and willow bluffs dot the 
landscape as far as the eye can see: 
“Far as the eye can reach it goes, 
Farther yet, ‘till there seems no 


Under a sky where blue and rose 
With the gold and turquoise 
softly blend.’ 

“To the southwest a long rauge of 
snow-capped Rocky Mountains stands 
like the Pillars of Hercules, as if 
guarding our country from some un- 
known invader.” 


Business men of Hythe are alert to 
help anything of benefit to the district 


HARDWARE - HARNESS 
MEN’S WEAR 


AGENT FOR 


Cockshutt Farm Machinery and 
Hart-Parr Tractors 


OUR STOCKS ARE COMPLETE 


Phone No. 1 


TVETEN’S 
GENERAL STORE 


Hythe 


| “Perhaps it is due to the underlying “The natural beauty of the district is}]@Md are well organized. Taking care 
stratas of oil and gas that the Hythe/| unsurpassed. Wild flowers of many] Of the sports end is the Hythe Athletic 
area is famous as ‘The Farming Dis- | varieties and colorings deck the rosd-| Association. a live-wire organization 
that owns its own large hall and sports 

o ie ground. During the past winter 

‘ Hythe’s hockey team was outstanding. 


We carry a full line of the following: Complete New Stocks In Every Line 


HAROWARE 
BOOTS AND SHOES 
LADIES’ AND MEN’S WEAR 
GROCERIES 


LADIES’ WEAR - 
MEN'S WARE - 


BOOTS AND SHOES 
HAROWARE 


Nate 5. 


Z It was runner-up for the Canadian 
| ~ Utilities Cup. emblematic of the 
| : hockey championship for leagues south 
| of the Peace River, but lost out to 
| Clairmont in the final games. 

Naturally, for such an important 
} development project as the Monkman 
| Pass Highway. Hythe people are en- 
| thusiastic and ready to back it to the 
i limit. Situate on the main highway 
from the Peace River Block *o Edmon- 
ton, Hythe is keen for a highway that 
will go directly southwest to the 
yCariboo Highway at Prince George, 
| also the Canadian National Railways’ 
main line to Prince Rupert. As they 
see it, Monkman Pass Highway will 
open to all a new summer playground 
a : ‘ 2) > i of mountains, lakes and fishing 


a ea sei eee 


Garage and Service 
Station 


Also Agents for 
1.H.C. TRUCKS AND MACHINERY 


MR 
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GROCETERIA 


Cal. in where you will be waited on by a courteous 
and efficient staff. 
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McEWENS 
DRUG STORE 


We carry a complete stock of 


STATIONERY 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
CONFECTIONERY 


opened hunters’ and fishermen’s para- 
dise, made available last year by the 
work done by the Monkman Pass 
Highway Association with the cutting 
of a road to Stony Lake, near top of 
the divide. No need now to make the 
long round-about trip to Banff or 
Jasper. The Peace River country has 
its own vacation land at its very door. 
Even now Hythe district has a 
famous stopping place, Brainard’s, “a 
.| house by the side of the road.” It is 
a low rambling log building, and part 
of it has a sod roof. There are several 

JOHNNY HOMMY cnr npn aca oa 
this particular one contains the 

kitchen where so many hundreds of 
meals have been prepared for tired and 
hungry travelers, truck drivers, British 
Columbia and Alberta police, and hun- 


dreds of pioneer people who passed 
along. 


JOHN DEERE and RENFREW | 
MACHINERY iae gud tankaon id. tet aos ee ee 


ené . tant future there will be another one to 
the south, where tourists making the 
J. |. CASE triangle trip of the Monkman Pass 
FAR"! IMPLEMENTS wonderland will be regaled with moose 
and bear steaks. Rocky Mountain trout 
and other delicacies of the region. 


Sieenmberteyenoesiieitae R. McEWEN, Proprietor 


HYTHE, ALBERTA “ 


WELL-KNOWN BRAINARD STOPPING PLACE WEST OF HYTHE 


Mrs. Brainard is seen with Inspector E. Radcliffe, left, and Corporal 
Cc. Martin, right (the latter now retired). of the R.C.M.P. In the back- 
ground stands the famous stopping place, patronized by rich and poor. 
One afternoon ic August, 1933, Lord and Lady Bessborough were served 
tea in this log-house. 
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BROUGHT UP-TO-THE-MINUTE 


ATTRACTIVE SHOW ROOM 
Agent for 


Agent for the 
CHEVROLET CARS 


Our NEWS STAND offers a wide range of Magazines 
and Periodicals from which to choose. 


We also handle B-A OILS, Etc. 


Farm Lands an 
SERVICE IS OUR MOTTO d Insurance 


IF YOU WANT A FARM OR A BUSINESS 
LOCATION, WE HAVE WHAT YOU WANT. 
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Write or See 


J. A. FLEMING 


Hythe, Alberta 


reenact 


ee 


ed 


Star Cafe 


THE PLACE OF 
GOOD EATS 


cnet 


weneaanedasaste nn 


CLL) hema CLL 


HYTHE 
GRAIN BUYERS 


are behind the 
M. P. H. ‘A. 


“ON TO THE COAST” 


oe | 
2 


OTEL [DONALD 


FRANK DONALD, Proprietor 


Hythe Blacksmith Shop 


Formerly operated by Henry Reich, has been taken 
over by 


Bill Swanston 
BLACKSMITHING OF ALL KINOS 


No Job Teo Big To Handle 
Work Turned Out Promptly 


“WE NEED THE HIGHWAY" 


We are all for the 
Monkman Pass Highway 


Ted's 


POOL ROOM AND 
BARBER SHOP 


HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER 
ROOMS WITH BATH 
WELL LIGHTED AND COMFORTABLE BEDROOMS 
REASONABLE RATES 


“LET’S GO G&T IT” 


An Up-to-date 


CAFE 


In Connection 


J. M. MoQUARRIE 
Midland Pacific 


Snooker and Pool Tables 


BILL JOHNSTON 


Building Contractor 
ESTIMATES GIVEN FREE 


BUDO HOLOEN 
Northern Alberta 


HECTOR THOMSON 


Our Barber Shop is up-to-date United Crain G ore 


and Sanitary. 
We invite you to pay us a vist 


while in Hythe - BILL COWAN 


Alberta Pacifico 


EARL TRICKER 
Alberta Pacific 


TOM WILLS, Manager 


We curry a full line of 


By all means let us pull for the Monkman Pass Highway Tobaccos and Confectionery 


“ON TO THE PACIFIC COAST” T. F. MINT, Proprietor 
. ° ’ 


MONKMAN PASS SPECIAL EDITION 


GROCERIES 


ee 


L.. MacDonal 
GENERAL 
STORE 


Our stock in the following is complete: 


DRY GOODS 


CONFECTIONERY 
TOBACCOS 


In business at 


Clairmont 


for twenty-one years 


ean ucnentenennrpenanenenadtaneneesconoeeananecsceeecann cin ceeressanicennensaeneeseoersveppeagsveacessenervanaonenseroseapeneenel 


We carry a complete stock of 


HARDWARE 


GAS and OILS 


Agent for 


Holland Binder Twine 


Kyanize and Martin-Senour Paints 
and Enterprise Ranges 


Clairmont Hardware Co. 
W. S. McDONALD, Prop. 


PU PE 


“The Friendly Store” 


Ivan Redwood 


CLAIRMONT 


IMPERIAL OIL 


LUMBER 


and 


MASSEY-HARRIS 


AGENT 


General Trucking Business 
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BILL LEA 
Midland Pacific 


HEDLEY JOHNSON 
Northern Elevator 


CLAIRMONT 
Grain Buyers 


SUPPORT 
MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY 
PROJECT 


“The Shortest Route To The Coast” 


KEN OLSON 
Alberta Pacific 


LARRY BAYNE 
Alberta Pool 


RUDOLPH CROKEN 
United Grain Growers 


SOEO NEN EDOONNUNDUEO ONE ADOO DOOR AADERON STO TOEDORLIPON AU AHTEONNEIIEDE TULDODDEAUBDEAAGLIUOUE DOEBTART TORRE OEDELEOUDATEAET LONGED EDU AED ET TEED EET EEE 
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x ye EO the little town with 
heart, whose people 

things in 
hearted way in the community's 
various activities, so it was only 
natural when they decided to back 


the Monkman Pass highway project 
they did so one hundred per cent. 


Quick to see the advantages to the 
Peace River if the proposed Monk- 
man Pass Highway were built, they | 
immediately got behind the idea and 
still have their shoulders to the 
wheel. 


Anxious to do the most effective | 
work a branch of the Monkman Pass 
| and. the Association was formed 
| and the organization immediately 
got to work and gave leadership to 
the people of the village and dis- | 
trict. Hearty response immediately 
was forthcoming and through hold- 
ing dances and entertainments and 
donations, up to the present $300 has | 
been turned over to the central or- 
ganization, and from reports it ap- 
Pears that the objective of $500 will 
be realized this year. 


This has all been accomplished by 
willing workers whose services have 
been given gratis. This live or- 
ganization has but one idea and that 
is to work for the advancement of 
the country as a whole. 


Inco rated in 1918, Clairmont | 
oe > | hands to the end that the dream of 


lies in a beautiful valley and prac- 
tically skirts beautiful Clairmont 
Lake, to which the land gradually 
slopes. The scene is at once arrest- 
ing, and not a few travellers from 
the outside stop their cars on the 
height of land on the highway over- 
looking the valley to feast on one vi 


the most restful and delightful scenes | 
| by honest, humble men 


in this or any other country. 

Clairmont is sufficient unto itself 
so far as providing services to the 
farmers in the large area contribu- 
tary to the village are concerned. 

With its five elevators, handling 
in a normal average year some 700,- 
000 bushels of grain, it presents a 
real skyline. Some hundred car- 
loads of live stock also are shipped 
from this point annually. 

Clairmont has three genera! stores, 
hardware, two farm machine agen- 
cies, two blacksmith shops, first- 
class hotel, insurance agent, and gas 
filling stations. Briefly, Clairmont 
has all the services necessary to 
make it a hag f important dis- 
tributing centre. five-room school, 
with an able staff of teachers, is an- 
other asset. 

The district is fortunate in that it 
was settled by a splendid class of 
settiers, who brought to the country 
thrift and integrity. As a result the 
country roundabout Clairmont has 
well-kept farms, on which are splen- 
did homes and substantial barns. 

Under the leadership of the Clair- 
mont branch of the Monkman Pass 
Highway Association, village and 
country have united and have 
adopted as their slogan: 

“On to The Coast via the Monk- | 
man Pass, the Shortest Route—and 
the sooner the better.’ Ks 


Why the Monkman 
Pass Highway 


By E. V. Bergin 


In this age of progress by all the 
various manners of invention and 
discovery—when time and circum- 
stance proclaims advancements as 
are now our common heritage; when 
finance follows in the footsteps of 
the courageous and undaunted trap- 
per, prospector and man of the for- 


ests and hills who has faced all the 
bitterness of frigid zones tempera- 
tures far below zero, and practically 


starved but for the vegetable and 
animal life that fell to his bow and 
arrow, knife or shotgun, or lived on 
the fish in the streams; when such 
an appendage as finance and finan- 
cier were unknown; when Adam 
delved and Eve spun, who was then 
the gentleman; when the adventurer, 
poor in ket and education, faced 
all the dangers of storm and stress 
of divergent climatic conditions to 
realize a dream of the discovery of 
wealth in God’s open spaces as yet 
untrod by*® man; when men like 
Markland, Lief Ericksen and Col- 
umbus faced the mocking criticism 
of the world, with unbounded assur- 
ance and spiritual confidence that 
there were lands yet unknown to 
civilization lying to the west beyond 
the seas. It was the same urge that 
Mackenzie braved the tortuous voy- 
age across the seas and through the 
Rockies, and the same assurance 
that the sourdough crossed Canada 
and through the Whitehorse Pass to 
reach the gold fields of the Yukon 
and Bonanza. These men knew and 
believed that the natural resources 
of our country belong to the people— 
but they never realized that the 
future owners would be the finan- 
ciers of St. James and Wall Street. 
We have living in our district a 
man whose name will rank amongst 
the pioneers and discoverers of 
wealth and commercial development 
that perhaps will one day centre in 
the greatest city on the American 
continent—Vancouver, B.C. Mr. Alex 
Monkman has_ pursued his life’s 
dream that will go down in history 
and the Monkman Pass Highway 
will develop into a railroad of 
stupendous cornmercial ramifications 
covering this great northwestern 
territory, whoce great wealth has 
scarcely been thought of, and the 
immense deposits o minerals of all 
denominations will be develo to 
such an extent that will astonish the 


world, 
In this t Northwest our natural 
resources have scarcely been scratch- 


ed, immense deposits of oil exist here 
which a_ geologist declared would 
supply the American continent for 
3 years; and we in this Cquntty 
know that oil wells have been drilled 
oh the Peace River Block that have 
been capped cemented over to 
tegen production overwhelming 
market now held by the grasp- 

ing financiers, who never knew what 
it was to sweat for a living. It isa 
known fact that from Peace River 
to Hudson's Hope and beyond vast 
fields have been survey and are 
now held Aas rich corporations under 

e 


claim and lease, awaiting the most 
are opportunity for exploita- 
on, 

This Monkman Pass is the en- 


wealth. Bituminous coal and an- 
trance to a vast field of mineral 
thracite are here in abundance; gold 


THE NORTHERN TRIBUNE 


CLAIRMON 


A achtiastumtamain: 


| 


and es minerals await the pros- | 
—_— This Monkiman: Pass, with 

ts resources, belongs to the people— 
an open gate through British Colum- 
bia to the world markets. 

Western Canada has been cruci- 
fied by the greed of eastern Canada. 
We send our productions to the East 
and purchase most of our require- 
ments in the same markets. Some 
time ago we asked concessions for 


| our coal production, and the answer 


| 


| 


| heart, glowing with love of greed, to 


was “We are. contracting for coal 
from Russia and elsewhere.” Surely 
it is time for the people of this great | 
productive west country to waken 
up and demand their rights. There 


are thousands of Canadian citizens 
whose national honor and manhood 
have been dragged in the dust of 


humiliation and compelled to accept 
a beggarly relief dole. We want 
these men brought back to decency 
and national manhood, and surely 
| here in our endeavour to promote 
the Monkman Pass Highway is such 


a golden and honorable opportunity. | 


In the past our ears have been 
dinned with the “forlorn hope” of a | 
Coast Outlet; it has been the propa- 
gunda of politicians to gain votes for 
their party—and it is still being used 
for this contemptible purpose—and 
now the people of the Grande Prairie 
and Peace River country, Alberta 
and British Columbia, have joined 


ast years and the promises of the 
ate Sir Henry Thornton and past 
governments will be realized in the 
accomplishment of thé Monkman 


Pass Highway, via Prince George | 
and on to Prince Rupert and Van- 
couver. 


And when the way has been paved 
like Alex 
interest will 


Monkman, financial 


soon realize which side its bread is | 


buttered on and open its golden 


| prayer 
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BY THE LAKE 


The Little Town With The 


Big Heart 


Se 


“MY DISTRICT” 


Peace River 
Pioneers’ Goal 


By Martin Fimrite 


The Monkman Pass Highway Project 

In this district, the Valhalla 
Alberta, district, the project 
of the greatest importance 
is Our coastal outlet, the Monkman 
lass Highway We have here a good 
farming district which has been settled 
for about twenty-four and it can 
truly be said that we have had 
a crop failure 

The people here 
| wegian deseent and 
that their pioneer biood that 
them here to this wilderness, 
than twenty years ago, is alive 
with this project. 

I will have to admit that our 
did not support the said Highway as 
much aa it should have, last summer, 
when the trail cuttlhg was being done 
but this spring our Young Peoples Club 


Centre, 
which is 


to all of us 


years 
never 
are mostly 
it must 


of Nor 

be said 
brought 
more 
again 


district 


the C.C.C., put on a concert for the 
Monkman Pass Highway Association 
and practically the entire district 


curned out, netting us about $90.00. I 
am sure our district will do much mote 
this summer. 


What the Monkman Pass 
Will Mean To Us 


It means that the first thought 
whieh struck our early pioneers, when 
they first came to the Peace River 
country, will no longer be a thought, a 
and a question mark, but a 
well-paying reality This thought, of 
course being the coastal outlet. Now, 
if we do get this outlet, which T am 
positively convinced we will get, it will 


Highway 


the pioneers of the Monkman Pass 
Highway. | 
SEXSMITH ... 
(Continued from Page Two) 
trucks can transport the stock. Think 


of. the market for dressed turkeys at 
Christmas and other seasons, if they 
could reach Vancouver quickly and in 
their prime. Last year a curlot of 
turkeys left Sexsmith for Mdmonton, 
from where they were sent to the 
larger markets. They could easily be 
transported in trucks direct to the 
coast, through the Monkman Pass. 


|" 


ELEVATORS AT SEXSMITH | 


Lumbering is carried on north of} 
Sexsmith on a small scale, Native 
spruce, pine and birch supply local 
needs, but there is plenty of lumber} 
there to make an important industry, 
employing many men, if markets were 
larger Here again the importance of 
the Monkman Pass highway will be 


seen. With the coast outlet, the Peace 
River country would develop and grow 


in every direction and at a_e speed 
beyond prediction. Lumber is neces- 
sary to such growth, and our district 
has it. 

The famous industry at Valhalla de- 
pends on Sexsmith for shipping facili- 
ties. It is also an important grain and 
livestock centre and Sexsmith is its 
nearest town. There are several other 


which depend on 

shopping needs, 
besides schools, churches» of every 
Sexsmith has two dai- 
a local hospital, elec- 


small communities 
this town for their 
for 
denomination, 


ries, two hotels, 


tric light, two each of grocery, general, 
hardware, clothing, lumber yards, 
blacksmith shops, barber shops and 
restaurants, three garages and three 
livery stables, a drug store, bakery, 
furniture store, tinshop, laundry and 


t private airport In sports there are 


interested in the 
but who hesitate to come be- 

its isolated position, Busi- 
men looking for opportunities 
when the coast outlet is assurred will 
not overlook this district with its typ- 


ple who are genuinely 


country 
cause of 


ness 


ical park land farms, its pastures and 
black loamed fields for diversified 
farming, its heavily wooded hills for 


lumbering, ard its (up-to-date and 


thriving centre, 
To Sexsmith and district the Monk- 


man Pass highway means the fulfil- 
ment of the hopes of the dauntless men 
and women whe first saw and loved 
the country that stretched before 
them, rich, fercile and inviting, at the 
end of the long, terrible trip over the 
trail, many of whom are still living. 


It will mean the cheap importation of 
fruits of every kind, vevetakles that 
are prohibitive because of price, a 
lowering of the cost of living while 
wreatly adding to it# pleasure, Farm- 
ing will take on a new meaning, be- 
come more worthwhile, Hlolidaysa will 
» possible for many that were iImpos- 
sible before, for a trip to Vancouver 
through the Monkman Pass will take 
neither mtuch time nor outlay with the 
car Being 14 miles north of 
Grande Prairie, Sexsmith is in a direct 
line with the proposed route. Tour- 
liste entering from the coast will pass 
through the district on thelr way to 
the beautiful and historic Peace. And 


family 


| grunting 


tennis courts skating rink, curling 
rink, sports grounds and a pool hall 
And of course, a moving’ picture 
theatre and hall liow different from 
the beginnings of the old town on the 
Foster tarm  betore 1915S. Yet, how 
much more developed all would be if 
1 coast outlet had been built in the 
tirst place 

Not the least of the advantages of | 
the Monkman highway will be the 
tourist traffic. Not particularly those 
who travel Just to travel, but the peo- 


mean a thousand and things for 
our benefit, the more important of 
which I will go into, 

We will first go 
farmer's standpoint 
as we all know agriculture is what 
everything and anything depends en- 
tirely upon. Now as it has been, the 
farmer in our district as in every. dis- 
trict in the Peace River country, has 
been sending his products on a long 
trip every fall. What I mean is this— 
our little kernels of wheat, oats, bar- 
ley, ete.—go for a long train tour on 
a free ticket. Paid by whom? The 
C.N.R.? No, that can't be right. The 
Government? No! Oh, I know who 
it is!, it's Old John Farmer, with the 
patch on his overalls. You know the 
man I mean, every one from Fort St. 
John to Edmonton. Well that was a 
foolish thing for him to do, when 
could almost take a bushel at a time 
and throw it over the Roeky Moun- 
tains to its destination, and he, him- 
self, could take a long trip around the 
world. IT am sure he and his family 
would enjoy that trip more than a box 
ear of grain would stock train 
full of hogs or cattle, who will not quit 
and bellering until they get 
a sniff of the salty Pacific 

Now the farmer didn’t make any 
mistake, and it is not his fault that 
he has been doing anything so foolish, 
there has been no other way out. Don't 
you think for one fleeting second that 
our farmers are so dense that they 
don't know that the pig has been rid- 
ing the rails toe long No, our farm- 
ers have been patiently waiting like 
the honest people they are for this 
road to break open as has so often 
promised. But after years of waiting 
he now sees a little opening in them 
thar hills, and he is showing his foot 
in there, so it can not close and keep 
him from getting through. In other 
words our farmers have made their 
minds up definitely to have at least a 
highway through the Monkman Pass, 
We feel sure the steel will follow, but 
if it doesn't our trucks and cars will 
cap the mountains with dust instead 
of snow, Once our agricultural pro- 
duce is clearly sailing through, on this 
short road to the coast, the farmers 
in my community as well as elsewhere 
will have the world by the tail on a 
downhill pull 

It may be that I should go into fig- 
ures and show you how much a farmer 
would save on shipping a carload of 
grain through the Monkman Pass, in- 
stead of the old “round the 
method, but I don't think I 
cause most of us who have 


one 


into it from the 


Why’? Because, 


or a 


will, be 
heard threc 


extent that they should be 

First, because of the high price 
| must be asked; second because 
danger of spoiling, this 

mainly to fruits. Now fruit 
thing that the average person 
Peace River does not get enough of 
But with this road open we = should 
have cheap fruit, good fruit and lots 


Why? 
which 
the 
pertaining 

is 


one 
in the 


of it. Third, the oriental merchandise 
and foods would be more available to 
the buying public. In fact, a mer- 
chant could have a larger variety of 
stock, and customers with money to 
buy. As for other business men we 
know they will have more business, 
and more money in it because things 


will be moving ahead instead of stand- 


ing still. There are a few business 
men we won't need though, such as 
mortgage collectors, tax collectors, ete 


Now there is our truck driver, he at 
last will have something more when 
eS 
will be 
the sea.’ 


children, many of them grown, 
able for the first time to “see 

Sexsmith and district are behind the 
Monkman Pass objective, and will do 
their bit t push along this amazing 
feat of pioneer achievement not only 
because of benefit to themselves, but 
because it will bring the whole Peace 
River country into its rightful heritgge. 


he | 


os 


world” | 


or four political speakers of different 
Parties speak about the same thing | 
know that figures are not always to 
be relied upon So I ask you to do 
your own figuring and you will clearly 
see where your greenbacks have been 
disappearing to for twenty vears or 
more. 

; We will now look at it from the bu 

| siness man's angle By business men 
|}l mean retail merchants, real estate 
agents, ete., and the people that make 
up the population of our new highway | 
| towns. 

| I think one of the greatest things 
this road will mean to our merchants 
is the lower prices there will be on the 
articles which are not now seld to the 


(Continued from Page One) 
he gets home at night than a back the laat link of a transcontinental 
ache He will be able to turn in his | highway that would go through the 
old “can” once in a while and wet a! Peace River eountry and on to the 
new one, and make «a little money be- | Paeifle 
sides. } Thus, these pioneers get ibout te 
We now come to our bie item, or at! make thi ision 4 reality They 
least what [ believe to be the moet in worked from lawn to dark and at 
teresting This is our holiday tl ixh | night they had esties dreams of a 
the mountains and on the aandy | futur for their sone ind daughters, 
beaches of the VPacifl It seema that hHiow t they did not york in vain, 
everyone in my community has the | T mie passed quickly ‘ rtile 
same idea as to a good holiday trip fields produced good iin itor 
We sit down town in the evenings prung up and townsites vy in num 
and when a few gather around, some ber and size 
one mentions the Monkman Pass then What wae this ur that elped the 
some old trapper will speak up and) pionee: ir op the Peace Ri rea 
Say I sure would like to go out tolinto the prodveti country it has be- 
Stony Lake, and camp for about one come It was that little spars of 
month, to fish and hunt in the moun knowledwe that the nore developed the 
tains, and have a real good holiday ysunts became the more eal would 
Others speak of driving through the | become the necessity of a coastal out- 
Pass ard seeing all the scenery, and | let 1 that their countr ould be 
going down to Vancouver and apend- | developed to capacity 
ing a few days in the good sea air kor more than twent five ears 
And so drifts on the conversation, with | that fire of the necessit fa oastal 
everyone enthusiasti« about what a| outlet burned steadily At times it 
perfect place it would be for a rest, a| seemed that it would burn itself out as 
ride, enjoyment and a peep at the sea the decades brought about no progress 
Just to think tnat Old John Farmer | toward that outlet Then, suddenty it 
eould load up the family in the old | would be rekindled by perhaps, a false 
Model T Ford and hit for the sea on a} rumor suggesting the Dominion Gov 
Friday afternoon and be back sitting | ernment were takine in interest n 
on the gang plow Monday morning vague promise of a certainty of this 
with the happy feeling that he has had) outlet if the Pence River ountry 
a “darn good hoiiday Then there's | shipped out 10,000,000 bushels of @rain 
the young fellow who would geo and a smooth promise of pull by some 
get his girl at midnight ina elope aspiring politician 
over the scenic trail in the moonlight It is hardly necessai twell upen 
wait a couple of hours until some Van the fulfilment of thes s he 
1 1 mines the 
couver parson was out of bed, to tle) peguit was that the Peace River coun 
the slippery knot! try’s biggest need was forgotten again 
But to sum it all up this is what the and again 
Monkman Pass Highway would mean 
us o Hlowevel the realization of the acu 
Prosperity to Peace River ind a need of a coast outlet has ignited now 
smooth and easy trail for the Old Pio ac Mas becom , pA VEE 
neers of the Great Northwest ang | the minds of the Peace River people. 
even if they die penniless they have They shall be the first t prove that 
left the greatest thing they could to the possibility can become a ality by 
thelr children So we will net only sound! ind economicall CCR ‘wae 
BOOST for it but we will SEF IT the idea Even as the MDered OFee 
THROUGH the Edson Trail, so sha wheel 
‘ the Monkman Trail and with as 
If we never admit we're defeated ‘ t success 
And always make good what we say It was over this former trail that the 


The Monkman Pass Highway com- | Norwegian pioneers came They left 
pleted, behind them the Edson Trail that was 
Makes the end of our Perfect Day. | bexinning to show the marks of wawon 
————— ow wheels They left behind them the 
‘ ‘ Lake Saskatoon district that bousred 
V lh ll D t “t the odd settler's cabin They left be- 
a a a 1S YT1C hind them the Grande Prairie district 
where scattered camp-fires flickered 
A d M k over the  expans« of prairie. They 
n on man travelled miles further to the North- 
West where hardly a white man had 
P. Hi h startled the wild animals, where the 
ass lg ey | & was waist high and the forestry 
fame ser 
By Olive M. Fimrite As they went along thes it a wind- 
More than a quarter of a guciniondl ing tras identical to Monkman 
ago the first settlers came over the! Tr vil so narrow that at times it was 
Edson Trail and for miles and miles | (flcult for the wagons to get through 
ahead of them stretched the luxuriant These Norsemen forged ' ind 
ly vegitated lands of the Peace River reeks with the undaunted courage 
country Looking at the dense fores that the Vikings thelr forefathers, aes 
try, the untamed rolling countryside; PECECOG - With hey travelled ™ . 
those first settlers had i Vision ed down - gradual slope the 
what the Peace River country could be pecogy — ee ar eee ee ee 
not so far into the future In their | and 
imaginary minds they saw: trails made It seemed like a good camping place 
into roads, unbroken waste transform. |" @8 their horses feasted on the tall 
ed into fields yielding abundantly in ipa these ploncers built a camp-tits 
wheat and oats, wagon transportation Soon they were drinking strong, black 
replaced by train service, wild expanse | “Offee tnd conversing of this new pro- 
gone forever and in its place a coun- mising land 
tryside dotted with prosperous hum When viewing the surrounding terri- 
lots, villages and towns tory they looked to the south, to the 
With imaginative eyes, these early east, the north and the west, and rea- 
settlers saw the Peace River district | J2°d they were In a small valley with 
av it was to be years later, It was| S™@dual slope in every direction 
then, they realized that this country after some disctenee ate Se 
they were making their heritage would #'t!  Ploneers decided this was thew 
never come into its own until they also sae napa they would make (t thar 
had a coastal outlet Until they laid (Continued on Page Eight) 
SPUNUNUNONOELIOPIO TTT EUTEEE I CEEEOE EE OCCU EET eee eee Pere eee teenies MMU 


BERGIN’S 


GENERAL STORE 


Clairmont, Phone 1009 


Beg to 


Spring and Summer Sale 


all Departments 


SPECIAL CASH PRICES — NO GOODS CHARGED 


Men’s Dress and Work Shoes 
Ladies’ Dress and Everyday Shoes 
Murray Shoes at Special Prices to fit your fe 
Men’s Work and Dress Shirts, Snowbak Over: alls and 
Jumpers, Iron Man Breeches and Pants for Men and 
Boys. Ladies’ Novasilk and Harvey Wood Lingerie. 


All lines of General Dry Goods and Groceries 


announce a 


6 CUAVAAARRRAAA OEE C00 Ud EAC 


EL nO eI nT Try Emre eT 


| 


| 
| 


Fa ‘| 


Special Measure Clothing by Coppley, 
Noyes & Randall 
TOUTIEDEEETTETTELOOE HEUTE IEEE) CUEDPPEUE CODE EODOEEL EDO COPED HERERO DE EDDY, CUUUULUETUEEEETUEECTTOEPETEEEE EEE UOTE RUDE EEC DE EOEEU DED PEDOUEET TEE DOPDE CHEER ODED EOEEE OEE RBENE /ftbRa 


Bs? ST ese teneee SHtitEanT Tene TEE 


SIM'S 
Auto Service 
CLAIRMONT 


Agents for 
B-A OILS and 1H.C. REPAIRS 


If you have car trouble let us look your car over 
GRAIN AND STOCK TRUCKED 


“WE NEVER SLEEP” 


A. SIMS & J. SIBEL, Proprietors 


ODUNDODUONUUOLDOLUCLLONEODODODANOAUEONUNAQAAeRDOAHOLANHiTE CO LT 


SPIRIT RIVEEF 


¢ 


D. H. Ger) KEAY 


Imperial Oil 
Massey-Harris Machinery 
Hardware and Harness 
Agent for Beatty Bros. 


Radio Sales and Service 


“Let’s All Get the Broom and Pull for the Monkman 
Pass Highway” 


SPIRIT RIVER, ALBERTA 


Agents for 
Chevrolet, Oldsmobile, Pontiac 
and Buick Cars 


OLIVER MACHINERY 


REPAIR SHOP 
In charge of H. LEVINS 


Complete and Guaranteed Repairs in Magnetos, 
Machinery and Welding 


Come and see the new 
CHEVROLET CARS and OLIVER TRACTORS 


AMET A UTTER LO ae RS 


LALA + ELIE SORBET TATE epeene kt tere = 


C. Ratcliffe 


SPIRIT RIVER, ALBERTA 


Groceries 


Dry Goods 
Boots and Shoes 


A COMPLETE LINE OF GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
ALWAYS ON HAND 


“ON TO THE COAST VIA THE MONKMAN PASS” 


bac: 
| SPIRIT RIVER 


Grain Buyers 


ALL FOR THE 
MONKMAN PASS HIGHWAY 
PROJECT 


“The Shortest Route To The Coast” 
———————————————————E 


J. K. SMITH 
Northern Elevator 


RUS HARRINGTON 
Alberta Pool 


W.N. ROTH PAT SQUIRES 
Midland Pacific Alberta Pacific 


CECIL NEILL 
Grande Prairie Grain Co. 


Cowan's Garage | 


Faas Peete gas. smn 
” “ ecener ss cmement 


vveeeneeeevniovenennneneeetpppnuounasaneQ9O0OOT0HNN449000000000000; 040800000000 1 EOUEDINNONOOEEEEODOUDDOUHHQHONEEROEEEROODODLOHHHHNHHTOnEnE}OOoHUOvasnuonnOnnEnEbODUNONOHOAHOOH 


: 
: 


j 


a FRYE, ACHTD 
ie 
8 
Ue 
nid 
shfsde 


| 


l« 
lis a district of well-tilled fields, pros- | 


UUALUNREDU EEE TUAADU NUDE OETA 


By J. K. Smith 


PIRIT RIVER is a thriving little 
town situated on a north slope 
overlooking a large fertile valley 


S 


earlier 
| of 
t at the end of 
the direct 
Pacific Coast, being 
from the B. C. boundary, it 
roadway cut and ready 


S 
BS 


/ ce. The town now 
| population of 250. It has a fine ten- 
bed unity h 


| tors, 


comm ospi 
three churches, a public and 
school, a branch of the Royal 


to make up a real town. 
new homes were built and 
needed, as there is not a 
h rent in town. There are 
three different fraternal - 
tions and a large Masonic with 
an up-to-date picture show which 
supplies the entertainment for the 
community each week. 
Five grain elevators take care of 
fro the large farming 


m 

500,000 bushels of 
high e wheat are shipped an- 
nually, but with the rapidly develop- 
ing area west of Spirit River this 
production will soon be doubled. 

This town lies a few miles from 
the government highway, but the 
municipality, with their up-to-date 
equipment, keeps the local roads 
in good shape. Both the village and 
the municipality are clear of debt, 
the village supplying electric light 
from their own plant. 


Do WE Need the Monkman Pass 
Highway Outlet? 


This is jusi ONE of the many 
thriving little towns in the great 


goes 
spring six 
more are 
ouse to 


oO! 


Peace River country,—that little em- | 


pire within itself which is so cut off 
from the rest of Canada,—which has 
been living on promises for the past 

ears. Now the old-time 


to their 
spirit of determination as shown in 
the volunteer work dorie and the 


and consequent better prices but 
bring the greatest tourist traffic ever 
known in the West, as well as the 
much needed fruits from the valleys 
of British Columbia to our tables, at 
a price within our means. 

There is a fair government high- 
River and 


But the years 
Mr. Monkman’s 
low with confidence his last and 
important trail 
of the Rocky Mountains. 

Let our motto be: On to the Coest! 
Eyes to the West—and the East can 
take care of itself. 


Valhalla District. 


(Continued from page Seven) 
home and for better or worse, it would 
always be their abode. 

And they named it “Valhalla.” which 
is defined in Norwegian mythology as 
“The home of the Gods,” and 
Norwegians translated it as “a home 
fit for the Gods.” and indeed it is. 

Thus these Norsemen, in the same 
manner as the Vikings of old gained a 
reputation by mastering the sea, set 
about to master the land. 

They conquered that wild 
ountry and as 


| unruly 
concrete proof, Valhalla 


perous looking farms, as well as the 
jery north of Edmonton. 


This creamery was built in 1920 and 


,is the only creamery in the Peace 
River district that has been in opera- 
tion for eighteen consecutive years 
j Naturally the success of this creamery 
jhas been a big issue in the success of 
jthe Valhalla district and surrounding 
| districts as well 

In fact. one man coming in to the 
{Peace River country from eastern 
|Canada several years ag remarked 
jthere were two things he had heard! 
jassociated with the Peace River dis- 
trict — one, Herman Trelle, the wheat 


king: 


Approximately quarter of a mil- 
lion bushels of grain goes out of the 
Vaihalla district when the season is 


a 


vennnennrnennene” 


Fi beetle a 


E. G. Davies 


Spirit River 


DEALER IN 
Livestock, Fresh and 
Cured Meats 


Fish and Poultry 
in season 


Highest Prices Paid Por 
HIDES 


stores, two) 


these |, 


home of the first Co-operative Cream- | 


the other. the Valhalla Co-oper-/ 
jative Creamery 


THE NORTHERN TRIBUNE 


s. 


MONKMAN PASS SPECIAL EDITION 


- Centre of Most ’ Fertile 


Belt .;. and Where Chinook Breezes Blow 


favorable, most of which is Oats. The 
preference for oats rather than wheat 
or bariey ik due possibly to the fact 
that the Valhalla farmer goes in for 
mixed farming which includes dairy- 
ing and hog raising particularly. Oats 
are grown to an advantage in this re- 
spect. : 

Thus the Valthalta district as every 
other district in the Peace River coun- 
try is looking forward to the time 
when the resounding echoes of a ham- 
mer pounding the colden spike pro- 
claims the completion of Ue Moaaman 
Pass Highway. This will mean that 
Peace River exports can be put on the 
market at the Pacific coast Not to 
|} mention the advantage of being able to 
limport cheaply, fruits and other goods 


too numerous to nmeention. that are con- 


| of the Valhalla 
district will go hand in hand with the 
other peoples of the Peace River coun- 
try. as trail-blazers for the Monkman 
Pass Highway. 

hands, time and destiny may knit fur- 
rows on their brows: but, as in the old 
Norse fables it was only the wounded 


who were brought home in glory and. 


so shall they, back to “Valhalla.” 


Thus, we of the Valhalla district. as. 


of every district in this Peace River 
area know of the necessity of the 
Monkman Pass Highway. We know. 


because we are faced with the dire ne-_ 
life. | 
We accept the | 
Monkman Pass Highway because it is 
of all the outlets) 


cessity of an outlet in everyday 
It has proved itself. 


the most feasible 
proposed. 
However, we also realize it is not 
the narrow-minded question of what it 
would mean to us individually; or to 
our district in particular. It is rather 
the broadminded question of what this 


Monkman Pass Highway would mean? 


——to the Peace River district: 

—to Alberta; 

—to Canada, as a whole 

We know we are trying to do away 
with this last great West by linking 
it to the West beyond this West. In 
this 
the child of hard labor and comes to 
those who work hard and well and 
know for what they are working. 

We pray that neither selfishness nor 


; 
| 
| greed will in anyway delay the build- 
| ing of a highway that will be so bene- 


| ficial, not only to the residents of the | 
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Dodge Hardware 


COMPANY 


Spirit River, Alberta 


i 
' 
| 


| 


| Everything In Hardware 


= 


| Dom 


| 
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Groceries - 
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BUY 


Perhaps their efforts! 
may result in a few callouses on their) 


we are reminded that success is. 


Pure English Paint 


2 Noe 2 OT Sen LATTER CTR Tt ORT AS TOPE Raw 


Hotel 


CHARLIE WING, Proprietor 
Spirit River, Alberta 


MODERN ACCOMMODATION AT 
REASONABLE RATES 


UP-TO-DATE DINING ROOM AND COUNTERS 


“WHERE SERVICE IS GIVEN WITH A SMILE” 
One Block from Station 


A. R. Stevens 


Spirit River, Alberta 


Boots and Shoes 
Men's and Ladies’ Wear 


BE WISE : 
KAYSER HOSIERY 


Peace River district, but to the world | 
well. 

“God of all nations.” we be- 
seech Thee to bring that day nearer, 
when every berrier shall be broken 
down, when no man shal) work for his 
when no district 
what it will bring to 
that district only. But all, in equal 
manhood, shall strive for thee, the 
Monkman Pass Highway and what it 
will mean to the Peace River country. 


H. F. Johnson 


GENERAL MERCHANT 


STORES AT : 


| Teepee Creek 


By Mrs. Marie Hartnell 


mean to us? Everything! "It would * .% : 
ro ar oe ag + vp Bg ge. | up Spirit River 
course bring us so much closer to and 


| that land of fruit and market for our 
produce. 


Rolla 


Donations for Monkman 


a 
| 


opens an oppor- 
tunity for the younger tha 
were porn and rasedin Becerver|| Pass Can Be Left Here 
ike alter Sen a ene “On to the Coast via the Monkman Pass Highway” 
mere Sf Greed sponte See pee: See ee rane ee eA Eat 
mer resorts, ber camps, and just 


BILL KNOX, Mer. 


Spirit River Motors Ltd. 
GP 
SALES and SERVICE 


kk * 
Imperial Oil Products 


Buiid it ourselves and it will be 
done. 


ee ee ear 


UP-TO-DATE GARAGE 
PROMPT SERVICE 


Boost For a Coast Outlet 
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Dan Vader 


BUTCHER 


Spirit River, Alberta 
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THE PIONEER 


Auctioneer 


Cordwood and Lumber 


SUPPLIED ON SHORTEST NOTICE 


inion | 


Let Us Unite Our Forces and Back the Monkman Pass 
Highway Project 
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Red and White 
‘Store. 


SPIRIT RIVER, ALBERTA 


General Merchandise 


Groceries - Dry Goods 
Robin Hood Flour 


Dry Goods WATCH FOR OUR SEMI-MONTHLY SPECIALS 


NICK BADIUK 


Owner and Manager 


